Iran rebels say Tehran planning attack 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Iranian resistance group, Mujabedeen-e- 
Kbalq, on Sunday warned of an imminent attack by the Ir anian 
regime on the Mujahedeeo’s bases in Iraq. A Mujahedeen 
statement said Iran was preparing for a “large-scale offensive" on 
Iraq on several fronts. It said the attack will target the bases of die 
Iranian resistance and pans of Iraqi territory. The statement said 
that large contingents of forces affiliated with Pasdran (the 
Revolutionary Guards Corps) were amassed along the Iran-baq 
frontier in the Qasr Eshirin region. "The operation's objective is 
to attack the bases of the Iranian resistance and to occupy parts of 
Iraqi territory,” the statement said. The statement, issued by the 
office of the Mujahedeen in Baghdad, called on the United 
Nations Security Council to take effective measures against what it 
termed as “terrorist dictatorships” pointing to the Iranian regime's 
“recurrent violations of international law." 
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Mnaslnr trip to Tel Aviv ‘unofficial* 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The trip that Ambassador-desi gn ate to Israel 
Marwan Muashcr made to Tel Aviv on Sunday b an “unofficial” 
visit whose purpose was to check the affairs of the embassy there 
and to look for a residence for the ambassador, an official source 
said. Hie source said Mr. Muashcr, who is expected back in 
Amman on Tuesday, will not assume his work in Tel Aviv before 
the first week of April. Jordan and Israel opened embassies in 
their respective capitals cm Dec. 11 but that the exchange of 
ambassadors was delayed because of Israel’s failure to name its 
ambassador to Amman. Differences between Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign Minister Shimon Peres are 
reportedly responsible forTei Aviv's delay in naming an ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. Shimon Shamir, a former ambassador to Egypt, is 
expected to be appointed as the Jewish state's envoy to Jordan and 
he is expected m the Kingdom early next month. 
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Senate move expected today 
for full Jordan debt write-off 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two key mem- 
bers of the U.S. Senate are 
today expected to present a 
bill to the Senate under which 
Washington could write off 
$488 million of Jordan's offi- 
cial debts. Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said 
Sunday. 

The move, by Senator 
Mitch McConnel 
(Republican-Keotucky) and 
Senator Patrick Leahy 
(Democrat-Vermom), comes 
after a House of Representa- 
tives subcommittee slashed to 
$50 million an administration 
request for an outlay of S275 
million to write off the Jorda- 
nian debts. 

In technical terms, a $275 
million outlay would enable 
the administration to write 
off up to $488 million; the $50 
million approved by the 
House subcommittee would 
allow a write-off upto $100 
million. 

The slashing of the amount 
by the House sub-committee 
drew severe criticism from 
‘Jordanian officials and Par- 
liament members. 

Mr. Kabariti told the Jor- 


dan Times on Sunday that the 
new measure would 
appropriate the full $275 mil- 
lion now, “but will actually 
obligate $50 million for fiscal 
1995, with the remaining 
$225 million to be spent in 
fiscal 1996.” 

The foreign minister said 
the move was agreed upon 
among U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, 
Mr. McConnel, who chairs 
the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, and Mr. Leahy, 
the ranking Democrat in the 
Senate, Thursday while the 
secretary of state was in 
Israel. 

It was believed that Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin briefed His Majesty 
King Hussein on the move 
when be paid a previously 
unannounced visit to Aqaba 
late Thursday after a meeting 
with Mr. Christopher in Tel 
Aviv. 

Mr. Kabariti said the mea- 
sures would be presented in 
the form of addition to a 
Department of Defence sup- 
plemental bill now before 
Senate. 

“If the McConnel-Leahy 
amendment is adopted by the 
frill 100-member Senate with- 


out changes, and if the full 
supplemental spending bill is 
passed by the Senate on 
Thursday, the next step 
would be for the House ana 
Senate to go into a confer- 
ence session in approximately 
two weeks’ time,” the foreign 
ministe r said. 

“ Conference" sessions 
bring together key appropria- 
tions from the House and 
Senate to reconcile their re- 
spective versions of various 
bills, in this case the Depart- 
ment of Defence sup- 
plemental spending bill. 

In technical terms, the 
House version of the Depart- 
ment of Defence sup- 
plemental spending bill 
makes no reference to debt 
relief for Jordan. As such, 
the Senate version, if it in- 
cludes the McConnel-Leahy 
amendment, will have to be 
reconciled with the House 
version. 

Members of the House of 
Representatives of Senate 
meeting in the conference 
“will also have to agree the 
level at which Congress will 
fund the administration’s re- 
quest for debt relief for Jor- 
dan,” said the foreign minis- 
ter. 


The Clinton administration 
agreed last year to write off 
$702 million in Jordan's offi- 
cial debts to Washington. 
Hie write-off was to come in 
three tranches — fiscal years 
1994, 1995 and 1996 (Jordan 
owes the U.S. another $300 
million, but that amount is 
not eligible to be cancelled 
under parametres applied by 
the United States). 

In September, the two 
countries signed an agree- 
ment under which the U.S. 
agreed to write off up to $220 
million in the first tranche. 
Funds for that write-off came 
in the form of a supplemental 
spending bill worth $99 mil- 
lion. The actual write-off, af- 
ter a process known as “scor- 
ing” — by the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget that 
takes into consideration out- 
standing and accumulating 
interest — was S194 million. 

’ “The S702 million is not a 
definite figure; it could go up 
or go down by a few million 
when the actual write-offs are 
made depending on the for- 
mula used for scoring,” said a 
source familiar with Amer- 
ican budget workings. 

(Continued on page 3) 


-Kabariti 

■meets 

Saudi 

diplomat ... . 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabariti on Sunday received 
Saudi Charge D’Affaires in 
Amman Mohammad A1 Bas- 
sam and discussed with him 
issues related to regional eco- 
nomic plans and arrange- 
ments to hold an internation- 
al economic conference in 
Amman in October. The 
minister lauded the positive 
role played by the Saudi De- 
velopment Fund in support- 
ing development projects in 
Jordan ana expressed hopes 
that there would be an active 
Saudi participation in region- 
al programmes, particularly 
the Amman conference. 


Talks with 

Mr.' Kabariti on Sunday 
also received his Iraqi coun- 
terpart Mohammad A1 Sahaf 
ana exchanged with him 
views on issues listed on die 
agenda of the U.N. Security 
Council. 

Mr. Sahaf briefed Mr. 
Kabariti on the outcome of 
visits he paid to Qatar and 
Oman recently. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed the 
importance of seeking to find 
ways to alleviate the suffering 
of the Iraqi people in interna- 
tional and Arab arenas. 

Swiss proposal 

Mr. Kabariti also received 
a Swiss government envoy, 
Henric Reinmann, and dis- 
cussed with him a Swiss prop- 
osal to create a sixth multi- 
lateral group in the Middle 
Bast peace talks focusing on 
human rights. Mr. Kabariti 
stressed Jordan's keenness to 
protect democracy, freedoms 
and human rights. 

The meeting was attended 
by Swiss Ambassador in Am- 
man Gian Federico Pedotti. 

Egyptian message 

The minister also received 
a message from Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
outlining the outcome of the 
Egyptian-American talks 
which took place during a 
visit to Cairo by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. 

The message was delivered 
by Egyptian Ambassador in 
Amman Ibrahim Hamdi. 

Canadian message 

. Mr. Kabariti also received 
a message from his Canadian 
counterpart related to Cana- 
da’s support of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). 

(Continued on page 7) 


Prince Hassan, Peres discuss 
joint water project proposal 


By P.V. VrveJkanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel on Sunday discussed 
water projects included in 
their Oct. 26 peace treaty 
with a view to coordinating 
positions ahead of a meeting 
in Germany on financing for 
the projects, official sources 
said. 

The discussions, which also 
included a review of the de- 
velopments since the peace 
treaty was signed, were held 
between His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
■mon Peres, who paid a three- 
hour visit to Amman three 
days after His Majesty King* 
Hussein and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin met 
in Aqaba. 

According to the sources 
and reports in the Israeli 
press,' die central theme for 
Sunday’s talks at the A1 
Hashemiyeh Palace was plans 
to ensure that Jordan gets its 
share of water from the Yar- 
mouk and Jordan rivers as 


stipulated in the peace treaty. 

The plans, which include 
the building of dams and a 
desalination plant, are ex- 
pected to cost up to $400 
million. The proposed facili- 
ties and detailed seasonal 
arrangements governing the 
Jordan and Yannouk riven 
would make available to Jor- 
dan an additional quantity of 
215 million cubic metres of 
water every year. At present, 
the Kingdom is getting 
around 110 million cubic 
metres to 120 million cubic 
metres a year. 

Israeli sources, quoted in a 
report carried by the Jeru- 
salem Post on Sunday, said 
Prince Hassan and Mr. Peres 
were to discuss a joint prop- 
osal for dam construction 
that they will present to Ger- 
many in a meeting in Bonn 
this week. 

Sources in Amman con- 
firmed chat the Crown Prince 
and Mr. Peres were to meet 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
in Bonn on Wednesday. 

An Israeli embassy spokes- 
man said Jordanian-Israeli 


“coordination on water pro- 
jects and economic issues” 
were the key topic in the 1 
meeting between the Crown 
Prince and Mr. Peres. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Crown 
Prince's talks with Mr. Peres 
came on the sidelines of a 
Socialist International de- 
legation’s meeting in Amman 
(see separate story). 

It said the Crown Prince 
and the Israeli foreign minis- 
ter discussed “prospects for 
moving from the stage of 
peace-making to peace- 
building and ways to meet the 
needs of the current stage in 
terms of international coop- 
eration so as to carry out 
Jordanian development pro- 
jects that would benefit 
citizens as achievements of. 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty.” 

The Crown Prince and Mr. 
Peres discussed Europe’s role 
in implementing the peace 
treaty and in establishing a 
just and lasting compreben- 

f Continued on page 3) 


6 Sustainable regional footing 
vital for peace process’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Sunday met 
at A1 Hashemiyeh Palace 
with a defecation represent- 
ing the Middle East Commit- 
tee of Socialist Internationa!. 

In an address to the group. 
Prince Hassan reviewed de- 
velopments in the region and 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess as well as future chal- 
lenges facing the region. 

Prince Hassan also re- 
viewed the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty which, be said, 
was a crowning achievement 
of a series of courageous 
steps that tackled border, wa- 
ter and security issues as well 
as other important dimen- 
sions of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, such as the status of 
Jerusalem and refugees 
which need more negotia- 
tions between the concerned 
parties. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
was seeking to build a new 
world and to create better 
circumstances that will en- 
able all parties involved to 
enjoy the fruits of peace. 

Following are excerpts 
from the address: 

Honoured guests, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

It is truly a pleasure to host 
the Middle East Committee 
of the Socialist International 
here in Amman. We have 
always valued your interest in 


and support for peace in the 
Middle East, and this will be 
ever more vital as we move 
from peace-making to peace- 
building. I hope you will not 
object if I say a few words on 
the subject of this particular 
transition. 

1994 was a turning point in 
the history of the Middle 
East. Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators progressed from 
a declaration of principles to 
the implementation of agree- 
ments. The PLO installed it- 
self in Gaza and Jericho, and 
at last began to take charge of 
Palestinian affairs on Palesti- 
nian soil. Although imple- 
mentation has had its share of 
difficulties, it is our hope that 
mutually acceptable solutions 
can be found, and that the 
spirit of accommodation will 
prevail. For our part, we are 
pledged to do our utmost to 
support peace between 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

On the Jordanian-Israeli 
track, a series of bold moves 
culminated in the signing of a 
treaty of peace last October. 
In addition to formal agree- 
ments on borders, water and 
security, the treaty addressed 
significant issues of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict; it referred to 
the status of Jerusalem and 
refugees, although these are 
subject to further negotia- 
tions with other parties con- 
cerned. The treaty also laid 
out a number of joint com- 
mitments in areas like tour- 


ism, development, energy, 
archaeology, and academia. 

The treaty signals a new 
determination to pool and 
distribute our resources in a 
partnership of equals. We 
seek to build a new world, to 
create new conditions, under 
which all our peoples will 
enjoy the fruits of peace. 

The means to that end 
must surely be cooperation. 
One of the treaty’s more 
forward-looking provisions is 
its commitment to the crea- 
tion of a conference on secur- 
ity and cooperation in the 
Middle East (CSCME). This 
entails the adoption of a re- 
gional forum, loosely based 
on the CSCE mode! that has 
developed in Europe from 
the Helsinki process. 

Along with many regional 
and other countries, Jordan 
believes that a neutral, low- 
key forum of this sort might 
be the best place to address 
contentious regional issues. 
A CSCME could provide a 
neutral idiom in which to 
discuss common challenges, 
and a credible framework for 
collective action. It could be 
a focus for non-military solu- 
tions; for surely it is plain to 
all that military solutions are 
not solutions at all. The rec- 
ognition of common goals 
and aspirations, the building 
of a structure of inter- 
connection and mutual aid; 
these are the only lasting 

(Continued on page 7) 



KING VISITS GHQ: His Majesty King Hussein Mind doting a visi t he p aid to the Armed! 
on Sunday holds talks with Chairman of the Forces General Headquarters (GHQ) (Armed | 
I Joint Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez Forces photo) 


King: Jordan seeks more 
democracy, human rights 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Saturday Jordan seeks more 
achievements on the path of 
democracy and human rights 
in the Kingdom. 

“This is a small country 
where we have been through 
many experiences, mostly 
difficult and challenging. But 
we share with you our pride 
and what we have achieved 
so far in terms of political 
pluralism, democracy and re- 
spect for human rights,” the 
King said in an address to 
parliamentarians of the 
follow-up committee of 
Arab-African dialogue who 
are on a current visit to the 
country. 

“We haven’t achieved ev- 
erything ... but what we 
achieved is very short of what 
we hope we will achieve in 
the future,” the King said. 

The King stressed that 
peace is of paramount im- 
portance to Arab and African 
countries. He said peace that 


will be achieved in a region 
free of nuclear and mass des- 
truction weapons will enable 
countries in tne region as well 
as African countries to divert 
their resources to develop- 
mental projects. 

“Peace is so important to 
all of us ... to enable us to 
divert our resources and 
energies, to give future gen- 
erations a chance that maybe 
many of us may not have 
had,” he said. “A Middle 
Eastern and African area ... 
regions free from weapons of 
mass destruction, conven- 
tional and non-con ventional 
is a very dear objective to all 
of us,” the King said. 

The King expressed hope 
that Arab and African parlia- 
mentarians will convey Jor- 
dan’s message and its hope to 
work together for a better 
future. 

“I believe we have a mes- 
sage. We have words that 
should be heard collectively 
through your efforts in the 


future; this wiQ be the case, 
God willing,” he said. 

The follow-up committee 
of the Afro- Arab parliamen- 
tary dialogue held its meet- 
ings at Parliament on Satur- 
day. Jordan will host the sixth 
meeting of the general assem- 
bly of Afro- Arab dialogue 
next year. 

Parliament Speaker Sa'ad 
Hayel Srour said that the 
peace process will be in dan- 
ger if tne necessary measures 
are not swiftly taken to allevi- 
ate debt burden that many 
countries are suffering from. 

. “In this new era of peace, 
the support and expertise 
presented from our friends in 
Europe is of vital interest,” 
Mr. Srour said. 

The Head of the Sene- 
galese National Society, Mus- 
tafa Ka, said that Arab and 
African parliamentarians had 
drawn a plan of action that 
would enhance parliamentary 
coo p e ra tion towards achiev- 
ing peace. 


Another seven killed in 
accident blamed on speeding 


By Rana Hnssetni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Seven people 
were killed and 22 were in- 
jured, five of them critically, 
on Sunday in the third worst 
road accident reported in the 
Kingdom this year. 

Tne accident, like many 
others before it, was attri- 
buted to speeding and 
dangerous overtaking. 

According to a police offi- 
cial, the accident occurred at 
about 1:30 p.m, near Mutha- 
lath Em Khueh on the Zarqa- 
Jerash highway. It involved a 
private university bus that 
was carrying students from 
the Jerash Private University 
and a military vehicle. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the driver 
of tiie bus, Hamdan Kian, 45, 
tried to overtake a car on a 
two-lane road and met head 
on with an oncoming military 
truck. 

The strong impact com- 
pletely wrecked the bus and 


killed both drivers. The milit- 
ary truck’s driver was identi- 
fied as Atef Mousa Moham- 
mad Momaoi, 60. 

The other five dead, all 
from the Jerash Private Uni- 
versity, were identified as: 
Iskandar Salem George 
Habash, 19, Ahmad Munir 
Hassan Hamzeh, 19, Ra’ed 
Nawaf Halawi, 19, Majdi 
Abdul Ruhman Rimhi, 20 
and Miketh Mohammad 
Abdul Aziz, 19. 

An official at the Zarqa 
government hospital, where 
22 casualties were admitted, 
told the Jordan Times that 
five victims were critical and 
were transferred to A1 Bashir 
hospital in Amman. The 
other 10 survivors suffered 
from fractures and bruises 
and were listed in fair to good 
condition. 

It was the third worst re- 
ported accident in the King- 
dom this year. On Feb. 14 
eight people were killed and 
more than 20 people were 
injured in an accident that 


involved two public buses 
and a track near Qatraneh. 

Also on Sunday, one 
woman was killed and 18 
people were injured in a road 
collision on the Amman- 
Madaba-Arabi road, police 
said. 

Police said that the cause 
of the accident, which in- 
volved two cars and a public 
bus, was still not determined. 
Overspeedings and wrongful 
overtaking were believed to 
be the main cause of the 
accident. 

Police identified the de- 
ceased as Hamdah Sawadeh, 
55. 

All casualties were rushed 
to A1 Nadim Hospital in 
Madaba and were listed in 
good to fair condition. 

In many accidents, people 
have complained that mini 
bus drivers were the main 
cause of accidents because 
the drivers are paid commis- 
sion on passengers and they 
rush to make more money on 
cbeir routes. 


Secret Israel- PLO deal 
reported on withdrawal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) have secretly 
agreed to a staged three- 
month withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from West Bank 
towns, an Arabic-language 
daily reported Sunday. 

That would amount to im- 
plementing the second stage 
of the 1993 Israel-FLO 
autonomy accord, which 
Israel has delayed since last 
summer citing security con- 
cerns. 

A1 Quds, the most widely 
read Palestinian daily, said 
Israel had agreed to poll out 
of West Bank cities one at a 
time, beginning in June with 
the town of Jenin. The report 
cited unnamed officials in die 
PLO- ruled Gaza Strip, which 
became autonomous along 
with the West Bank town erf 
Jericho last May. 

Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials denied an agreement 
was reached, although both 
sides have already acknow- 
ledged the existence of 
behind-the-scenes talks. 

Ahmad Qouriea, the 


Palestinian economics minis- 
ter, said in a telephone inter-, 
view that “there is no agree-' 
ment yet” but said the issue 
would be discussed by Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat when they meet in three 
weeks. 

“Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin mil discuss in their 
next meeting the possibility 
of early redeployment in 
some parts of the West Bank 
before mid-June and the be- 
ginning of July/’ he said. 

A foreign ministry official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said only that he 
was “unaware of any details 
such as a timetable.” 

Last week, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
there were secret talks over 
the past three weeks between 
Israelis and Palestinians ex- 
panding autonomy. But Mr. 
Peres said that a July 1 target 
date was set for reaching 
agreement — suggesting 
none had been readied yet. 

Palestinian Planning Minis- 
ter Nabil Shaath also re- 
vealed on Friday that behind- 


G5 33. 


tb e-scenes talks were being 
held in Sweden with the aim 
of “getting out of the crisis 
we were in.” 

Talks on a West Bank pull- 
out and general Palestinian 
elections have dragged on for 
months. A wave ofattacks by 
Palestinian militants, that kil- 
led 56 Israelis since October, 
heightened Israeli fears that a 
West Bank pullout would en- 
danger about 140,000 Israeli 
settlers living there. 

Peace Watch, a non- 
governmental group that 
monitors Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks, said that 123 
Israelis were killed by Palesti- 
nians since the signing of the 
autonomy accord in Septem- 
ber 18 months ago. 

. The number of Israeli vic- 
tims for the previous 18 
months was only 67, Peace 
Watch said, noting that the 
greatest increase of deaths 
was in Israel. 

In Gaza City, Hamas lead- 
ers and scholars debated a 
local government bill with 
senior PLO officials Sunday 

(Continued on page 7 ) 


Summit 
fails to 
answer 
funding 
questions 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 
The United Nations' first- 
ever soda! summit wrapped 
up here Sunday having set 
the agenda for fighting world 
poverty but leaving un- 
answered how to fund this in 
an era of shrinking state aid 
budgets. 

A total of US beads of 
state and government were 
among representatives of 184 
nations in the largest gather- 
ing of world leaders in his- 
tory. Among them were 
South African President Nel- 
son Mandela, Chinese Pre- 
mier Li Peng and among six 
vice-presidents, American A1 
Gore. 

In a d rama tic, appearance 
Saturday, a frail-looking 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand, suffering from 
cancer and in the last weeks 
of his presidency, asked: “Is 
this summit a comedy before 
tiie world, or are we really 
determined to put social con- 
cerns on the level of the 
search for peace and econo- 
mics?” 

Mr. Mandela, who took 
the podium Sunday at 
Cophenhagen’s Bella Con- 
vention Centre to warm ap- 
plause. said: “We in South 
Africa have teamed through 
fatter experience that secur- 
ity for a few is in fact insecur- 
ity for all.” 

The list of speakers in the 
final weekend session in the 
U.N. Summit on Soda! De- 
velopment was so long that 
speeches were expected to go 
to midnight Sunday. 

But it was a foregone con- 
clusion that the Copenhagen 
Declaration, a 23-page, 10- 
point list of commitments and 
65-page action plan to fight 
poverty, unemployment and 
social injustices, thrashed out 
in five days of negotiating 
sessions that began on Mon- 
day, would be approved. 

The document addresses 
specific issues, such as debt 
relief for African countries 
and honouring International 
Labour Organisation (ELO) 
rales on child and forced 
labour, but its significance, 
delegates said, was larger — ■ 
putting social considerations 
on the world agenda in the 
same way the Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro brought 
environmental concerns to 
the fore in 1992. 

U.S. Vice President Gore 
took full advantage of this 
mood pledging Sunday the 
United States would continue 
to fight poverty at home and 
abroad and fulfill its responsi- 
bilities to Third World na- 
tions. 

In a shift in the emphasis of 
development policy, he told a 
plenary session that the Un- 
ited States through the “New 
Partnerships Initiative” 
would channel 40 per cent of 
its aid to Third World nations 
through non-governmental 
agencies to strengthen* small 
businesses and democracy at 
the local level. The figure is 
currently 32 per cent with the 
rest passing through large 
government programmes. 

Echoing an impassioned 
speech which U.S. President 
Bill Ginton's wife Hillary 
rave here on Tuesday, Mr. 
■Gore stressed the importance 
of relying on local bodies 
rather than heavy bureaucra- j 
des for action. 

Some nations, however, 
were bitter about the summit, 
feeling it reinforced a WesN 
era power structure, embe 
died in the Internationa 
Monetary Fund and Wc 
Bank, that restricted rathe; 
than raised up developing i 
tions. 

Malaysian Prime 

Mahathir Mohamad sai] 
Saturday: “Wp move firot 
one major conference t 
another, pronouncing wit 
lofty intention global actic 
programmes, but we ha*j 
never satisfactorily ma<j 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Egyptian president hoping to 
find new partners in Tokyo 


CAIRO (AFP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak begins a 
three-day visit to Japan on 
Monday hoping to strike up a 
new partnership between die 
two countries and boost eco- 
nomic ties. 

A Foreign Ministry advi- 
sor, Nabi] Fahmy, described 
the trip as a “stepping stone 1 ' 
towards better relations on a 
“partnership basis rather 
than a donor-recipient 
basis.” 

Cairo received $99 million 
in Japanese aid grants and 
technical aid in 1993. 

During bis visit Mr. 
Mubarak, who will be accom- 
panied by his wife Suzanne, 
will meet with political lead- 
ers as well as representatives 
from trade and industry. 

The couple, who wfll stay 
at the Aksaka Palace, win 
also meet Emperor Akihito. 
They will be special guests at 
a state dinner in the Imperial 
Palace on Tuesday followed 
Wednesday by a dinner 
hosted by Japanese Prime 
Minister Tomiicbi 
Murayama. 

Officials from both coun- 
tries agree that their econo- 
mic relations have yet to real- 
ise their hill potential. 

On the agenda are aid pro- 
jects to be funded by Japan, 
including a solid waste pro- 
ject in Alexandria and the 
construction of a bridge span- 
ning the Suez Canal, Nozumu 
Takaoka, head of the econo- 
mic section at Japan's embas- 
sy, told AFP. 

Egypt has “not yet seen as 
modi Japanese investment as 
it could," Wahib A1 
Miniawy, head of the 
Japanese bureau in the 


Ministry of International 
Cooperation, agreed. 

Japanese private invest- 
ment in Egypt remained un- 
changed from 1992 to 1993 at 
$67 million, according to 
Japanese embassy figures. 

Trade between the two 
countries rose 25 per cent to 
$844.6 million in 1993. 
Japanese exports to Egypt 
were seven times the value of 
Egyptian exports to Japan. 

On Saturday Industry 
Minister Ibrahim Fawzi 
announced that Egypt had 
won a contract to export $1 
million worth of trousers to 
Japan in the first deal of its 
kind. 

“It is an important success 
for Egyptian industry on the 
Japanese market which only 
accepts high-quality pro- 
ducts,” he said. 

A main obstacle to 
Japanese investment in Egypt 
has been a four-year block on 
Japanese low-interest aid 
loans to Egypt and invest- 
ment insurance to Japanese 
firms in Egypt. 

Mr. Miniawy said Japan 
may announce the resump- 
tion of insurance during Mr. 
Mubarak’s visit. 

Egypt is also bidding to 
attract more Japanese tour- 
ists considered to be the 
country's biggest spending 
visitors as it slowly rebuilds 
its holiday industry hit by 
three years of militant vio- 
lence. 

“Despite a 10-hour flight, 
the number of Japanese tour- 
ists rose from 45,767 in 1993 
to 58,728 in 1994,” an in- 
crease of 28 per cent, Fayza 
H amm am , an official at the 


Egyptian Agency for Tour- 
ism Promotion, told AFP. 

They seem undeterred by a 
campaign of violence laun- 
ched in March 1992 to topple 
the secularist government in 
which 12 tourists have been 
killed so far. 

The main outlawed armed 
group the A1 Gamaa Isla- 
miyah even warned tourists 
and foreigners to stay away. 

But some 70,000 Japanese 
are expected to visit Egypt in 
1995, the tourism advisor at 
the Egyptian embassy in 
Tokyo, Osama Nassar, has 
told the Egyptian press. 

The increasing number of 
Japanese tourists has now 
placed the country second in 
the Far East market after 
China which sent 105,410 
tourists in 1994, but ahead of 
Australia and India which 
had 25,756 and 16,164 tour- 
ists respectively. 

And they have persuaded 
Egyptian tourism officials to launch a 
huge publicity campaign in 
South East Asia in a bid to 
attract even more visitors. 

The Japanese “spend 15 
times as much as the Euro- 
pean tourists,” said Moham- 
mad A1 Wahishi, the owner 
of a papyrus shop in Cairo. 

“Many Egyptian guides 
have learned Japanese, espe- 
cially after the drop-off in 
European tourists in the past 
years due to terrorist 
attacks,” he added. 

Ms. Hamm am said extra 
staff had been taken on at the 
Egyptian tourism bureau in 
Tokyo “to step up the tour- 
ism campaign not only in 
Japan but in all South-East 
Asia and Australia.” 


Family members, relatives plan ICRC sit-in 

4 Jordanian detainees in 
Kuwait said hospitalised 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At least four 
Jordanian prisoners in 
Kuwait have been hospital- 
ised after their health de- 
teriorated as a' 'result of a 
hunger-strike^'demanding 
their release, 'relatives said 
Sunday. 

The four are among dozens 
C\ Jordanian detainees tried 
and convicted of “collaborat- 
ing” with Iraq during the 
August 1990-February 1991 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait. 
The hunger-strike involves 20 
of them, the relatives said. 

At least six of them were 
sentenced to death but the 
sentences were later com- 
muted to life term by the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah. 

Family members and rela- 
tives said they planned to 
stage a sit-in at the offices of 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) on 
Monday to highlight their 
cause and demand for the 
immediate release of their 
loved ones. 

According to the family 
membeis and relatives, the 
prisoners started the hunger- 
strike in mid-February with 
the hope that their case 
would be brought to the 
attention of Sheikh Jaber and 
they could be included in a 
general amnesty the emir 
usually issues to mark ’Eid A1 
Fitr. 

“When the pardon did 
come, they found that their 
names were not on the list, 
and they pressed ahead with 
the hunger-strike,” said the 
wife of one prisoner. 

“One of our contacts in 
Kuwait who usually visits my 


husband in prison informed 
me this week that four of the 
hunger-strikers had been hos- 
pitalised," the woman told 
the Jordan Times. 

Relatives of two other pris- 
oners, being held at the Doha 

central prison.-in Kuwait, con- • 
'firmed the account All " of 
them spoke on condition of 
anonymity for fear of repris- 
als against the detainees. 

Dozens of Jordanians are 
serving terms in Kuwaiti pris- 
ons after they were tried by 
martial law courts and later a 
state security court on 
charges of “collaboration.” 
The main evidence of “col- 
laboration” against them was 
that they worked for the 
Iraqi-run A1 Nida newspaper. 

Prior to the invasion, at 
least 20 of them were work- 
ing for the official Kuwaiti 
News Agency or independent 
newspapers. The Iraqis ran 
the media in Kuwait follow- 
ing their invasion of Kuwait 
and the journalists were 
asked to report to the minis- 
try of information. 

“Most of them did not do 
any work at the ministry or at 
the A1 Nida newspaper,” said 
the brother of one prisoner. 
“The newspaper was printed . 
in Baghdad and distributed in 
Kuwait.” 

However, “the courts were 
satisfied with whatever flimsy 
argument and ‘evidence’ the 
prosecution presented during 
the trial and found them guil- 
ty,” said the brother. 

No confirmation of the 
hunger-strike or the hospita- 
lisation of four was available 
from the ICRC. As a policy, 
uie all-Swiss humanitarian 
agency, which has visitation 
rights to prisons in most 
countries, does not comment 


on specifics lest such com- 
ments hinder their opera- 
tions. 

Several of the relatives said 
they receive letters — 
approved by the prison au- 
thorities who “screen” them 
— from the detainees 
through the ICRC. At least 
three of them said the last 
letters were received in mid- 
February, but none of them 
mentioned the hunger-strike. 

A group representing the 
relatives appealed to visiting 
Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid late last month for 
intervention to secure the re- 
lease of the prisoners. 

In a letter presented to Dr. 
Abdul Meguid, they urged 
league efforts to “end the 
suffering” of the prisoners, 
who have been held “for 
more than four years in 
Kuwaiti jails, and put press- 
ure on the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment to release them without 
delay." 

Said the wife of one de- 
tainee: “The issue has not 
been given proper attention 
in the Arab League. The 
powers which have any influ- 
ence m Kuwait are not in- 
terested in the case. 

“No one has given any 
serious consideration to the 
fact that being present in a 
country under occupation 
does not necessarily mean 
collaboration and that those 
who remain behind may not 
have any choice but to obey 
the orders of the occupier. 

“Consideration of such cir- 
cumstances is part of all inter- 
national laws, but no one is 
talking about them in the 
context of Kuwait,” said the 
woman bitterly. 



Huge prizes draw oil companies to 



BAGHDAD (R) — The oil- 
men are back in Baghdad. 
Executives from internation- 
al oil firms have eagerly 
flocked to sanctions- hit Iraq 
to secure oil supplies for the 
next century from its huge 
and untapped fields. 

Executives from big firms 
have visited the Iraqi capital 
since sanctions were imposed 
by tiie United Nations in 
1990, blocking exports of ab- 
out three million barrels per 
day (bpd). 

But an international oil 
conference which has drawn 
250 delegates from 29 coun- 
tries and several leading 
Western oil firms was the first 
of its kind since the Gulf war, 
and underlined keen interest 
in Iraq’s potential. 

Faced with growing world 
demand over foe next 15 
years and foiling output in 
existing fields, executives are 
already negotiating to de- 
velop massive Iraqi oil fields 
and renew term contracts for 
oil exports. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Safa 


Hadi Jawad spelt out the 
prize to delegates, saying 
Iraq had more than 30 fields 
open for development with a 
capacity of some 4.5 million 
bpd of oQ. 

These new fields alone are 
similar to foe entire output of 
the Norwegian and British 
sectors of the North Sea and 
would match the capacity of 
neighbour Iran. 

“As soon as the embargo is 
lifted we hope to be among 
the first posable partnerships 
in the development of 
(Iraq's) oil reserves,” said 
Christopbe de Margeric, ex- 
ecutive vice president of 
French Total. 

The United Nations will 
discuss lifting sanctions on 
Monday. The United States 
has been waging a diplomatic 
campaign to make sure they 
stay but industry executives 
are betting the sanctions can- 
not last in foe long-term. 

Total is at the leading edge 
of talks with the Iraqi govern- 
ment along with France’s 
ELF Aquitaine and Italy's 


AGIP on developing oil 
fields m south Iraq. 

Mr. De Margerie told Reu- 
ters it was planning to invest 
“several billion dollars" to 
develop the “giant” Nahr 
Umar field once a contract is 
signed after the lifting of 
sanctions. 

He said foe deal would 
provide Total, which would 
take a majority holding in the 
project, with Iraqi crude sup- 

? lies for more than 20 years. 

oral and the Iraqi Oil Minis- 
try will not give details on the 
potential Nahr Umar agree- 
ment. 

The weekly newsletter 
Middle East Economic Sur- 
vey (MEES) estimates that 
the field has a capacity to 
produce 400,000 bpd. 

Gaz de France is looking at 
foe possibility of developing 
gas fields near Kirkuk, a 
northern city on the edge of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. Mr. Jawad 
said Iraq has gas reserves of 
4.53 trillion cubic metres, 
which would make them 
some. -of foe largest in the 


world. 

“Iraq has very large re- 
serves of associated gas and 
free gas," Pierre Weulerese, 
Gaz de France vice- 
president, said. 

ELF Aquitaine has been 
linked to foe 600,000 bpd 
Majnoun field, which Mr. 
Jawad said held 38 billion 
barrel reserves. 

Company officials from 
Russia, foe Far East, Austra- 
lia, Canada, South America 
and the Middle East were 
also in Baghdad this 
weekend. 

For them. Iraq — which 
has the world's second largest 
oil reserves after Saudi Ara- 
bia — could be a long-term 
source of competitively- 
priced crude to satisfy rising 
demand. 

According to forecasts by 
AGIP, worid oil demand is 
expected to reach 72 to 74 
milli on bpd by the year 2000 
and 84 to 91 milliOD in 2010. 
Current oil demand is about 
60 million bpd. 

In the medium-term, non- 


Middle East production is ex- 
pected to peak between foe 
years 2000 and 2010. 

But further into the 21st 
century, experts say produc- 
ers will return to the deserts 
of the Middle East, cradle of 
the modern oil industry, for 
huge and cheaply-produced 
oilfields. 

“Future oil supplies from 
North America and Europe 
will decline, increasing foe 
(role) of the Middle East,” 
Mr. De Margerie told foe 
conference. 

In addition to having 112 
billion barrels of proven re- 
serves and 214 billion barrels 
of probable reserves, Iraq has 
one of the world’s lowest cost 
of production. 

Iraq's current production 
is more than two 


lion bpd but it is only 
luting between 600,000 
and 700,000 bpd because 
of a lack of export markets as 
a result of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions imposed after its inva- 
sion of Kuwait In 1990. 


Chaos is enough to fear in Egypt 


QENA (AP) — With foe 
crack of a starter's pistol, 90 
cyclists took off Saturday an a 
route winding past pharaonic 
ruins and the fertile forms of 
the Nile Valley — right 
through the heart of one of 
foe roughest spots in Egypt's 
insurgency. 

But fear of extremists was 
the least of the cyclists' wor- 
ries. They had more to fear 
from score keeping — or the 
lack of it. 

Harried organisers of 
Egypt's 28th cycling tourna- 
ment overlooked how to 
keep time at foe finish line. 

The German athletes were 
so discouraged, they wanted 
to gp home after Saturday's 
leg of foe race, said manager 
Heinz-Peter Ruffin. 

“We did not fear terror- 
ism, but we came to fear the 
organisation. It's a catas- 
trophe,” he said as the cyc- 
lists gathered before the 
nearly 5,000-year-old col- 
umns of foe Kamak Temple 
in the tourist town of Luxor. 

It turns out the Egyptian 
Cycling Federation, which 
organised the 14-day race, 
said it could not afford to buy 
the camera that determines 
the exact time foe cyclists 
cross the finish line. 

The camera costs $20,500. 
and the federation preferred 
to pay for hospitality, orga- 
nisers said. As a result, the 
top three finishers were re- 


corded. As for the rest, orga- 
nisers could only promise to 
try to keep track. 

No one, including the cyc- 
lists, was sure how foe fed- 
eration would determine the 
top 10. 

Cyclists from 13 countries 
were taking part in the race, 
which began Thursday in foe 
resort of Aswan. It will fol- 
low the Nile then the Red Sea 
before ending m foe port of 
Alexandria. 

In all, the cyclists will bike 
1,520 kilometres. 

Hie race itself seemed a 
sideshow to a new govern- 
ment effort to prove southern 
Egypt is safe for tourists to 
again visit the spectacular 
pharaonic antiquities. 

“We want to tell the world 
that in Egypt a small group of 
terrorist will not affect the 60 
million people of a generous 
and hospitable nation,” said 
Tareq A1 Guindy, secretary- 
general of the cycling federa- 
tion. 

The race Saturday passed 
through Qena. a southern 
town in a region known for 
frequent battles between 
police and militants who want 
to turn Egypt into an Islamic 
state. 

Last August, a 13-year-old 
Spanish boy was killed when 
militants fired on a tourist 
bus in a nearby village. Three 
years of strife have wrecked 
southern Egypt's onee- 


lucrative tourist trade. 

Understandably, there was 
ample security along the race 
route. 

Three pickup trucks, car- 
rying police disguised in the 
gowns of Egyptian peasants, 
drove in and out of foe pro- 
cession of cyclists. A jeep 
with more policemen brought 
up foe rear. 

The six members of the 
Algerian team, whose coun- 
try is wracked by a more 
violent Islamic rebellion, 
were not edgy about security 
but did not want to talk 
about it. 

“We only fear God,” said 
Oukli Ali, a cyclist from 
Algiers. “We are sportsmen 
who came to compete and 
that’s it.” 

In the end, the route 
offered little more than a 
taste of Egyptian country- 
side. • 

Cyclists wearing fluores- 
cent leotards and helmets 
first flashed through the 
streets of Luxor, then arrived 
at the wide Luxor-Qena 
road, franked on both sicks 
by wheat, sugar cane and 
tomato fields. Farmers, 
stooped in the fields, rose to 
attention as the colourful 
procession passed. 

Little girls wearing head 
scarves waved and clapped. 
A cyclist whose chain came 
off was helped by two boys 
who rushed to his aid. 


Witness says Geagea 
wanted rival killed 


BEIRUT (R) — A man told 
a Beirut court on Saturday 
that Christian warlord Samir 
Geagea’s militia offered him 
$30,000 to kill Dr. Geagea’s 
political rival Dany Cha- 
in oun. 

• Chamoun, son of late Pres- 
ident Camille Chamoun, was 
gunned down with his family 
•three months later and Mr. 
Geagea, the first of Leba- 
non's 1975-90 civil war militia 
chiefs to stand trial, has been 
charged with ordering the 
October 1990 killings. 

Dr. Geagea faces a possi- 
ble death sentence for the 
Chamoun assassinations and 
a Feburary 1994 chbrch 
bombing that killed 11 peo- 
ple, for which he is being 
tried separately. 

Witness Yousef Ghalayini 
told Lebanon’s highest court, 
the judicial council, that 
members of Dr. Geagea’s 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia 
asked him to kill Chamoun 
by planting a bomb at a 
shooting dub he frequented 
to be set off by remote con- 
trol. 

Mr. Ghalayini told the 
court the LF promised him 
up to $30,000 if the operation 
was successful but he instead 
informed army intelligence 
officers of the attempt on 
Cbamoun’s life. 


“George Kharrat who be- 
longs to foe Lebanese Forces 
made me foe offer of foe 
assassination attempt when 
he noticed that I do not have 
a job,” Mr. Ghalayini, 46, 
told the court. 

He said Tony Obeid, chief 
of LF security, and other LF 
members “instructed me to 
stand at a distance of 300 
metres and they gave me 
binoculars to monitor Dany 
so if he was. not at the (desig- 
nated) place .1 would not set 
off the bomb.” 

LF militia detained and 
tortured Mr. Ghalayini 's wife 
for three months after they 
discovered he had betrayed 
them, he added. 

Chamoun, who beaded the 
rival National Liberal Party, 
bis wife Ingrid, and two 
young sons were killed at 
their home by gunmen posing 
as Lebanese soldiers. 

Former LF fighter Camille 
Karam, one of the accused, 
has told foe court he was sent 
with a group of LF members 
dressed in army uniforms to 
carry out “a mission” the 
night Chamoun died. 

Mr. Karam said he did not 
know what foe mission was 
but he learned next day that 
members of foe group killed 
foe Chamouns. 
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Princess Basma returns from 
social development summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Sunday returned home 
from Copenhagen after tak- 
ing part m the U.N. Summit 
on Social Development 
which convened in the Dan- 
ish capital. 

In her capacity as a U.N. 
ambassador for human de- 
velopment affairs and repre- 
sentative of non- 
governmental organisations, 
Princess Basma delivered an 
address at the opening cere- 
mony in which she called for 
reconsidering concepts on 
peace and social stability and 


security to solve social, eco- 
nomic and environmental 
problems. 

Princess Basma said there 
can be no social justice while 
poverty dominates the lives 
of millions of people. 

She voiced hope that the 
summit would contribute to 
bringing changes needed for 
starting a new era which fo- 
cuses on human values. 

Princess Basma also par- 
ticipated in a meeting be- 
tween ambassadors of the 
U.N. for human develop- 
ment and the non- 


governmental organisations 
participating in the confer- 
ence. 

In an address at the meet- 
ing. Princess Basma urged 
Arab countries to prepare 
human development 
strategies and to make them 
pan of their national de- 
velopment plans. 

Princess Basma also met 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali and presented 
him with the first copy of a 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) book 
on poverty. 


Trade minister, investment officials brie 
visiting American Bar Association team 


Lawzi calls for unified stand 
between Arab, African countries 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Ahmad Lawzi Sunday 
stressed the need for a uni- 
fied stand between Arab and 
African countries to elimin- 
ate problems of poverty and 
unemployment. 

Senator Lawzi was speak- 
ing to Arab and African par- 
liamentarians who are on a 
current visit to the country. 

He said it is of paramount 
importance to unify the 
stands of Arab and African 
countries and to enhance 
cooperation between them to 
achieve' tangible develop- 


ment in all fields. 

“Individual states do not 
have influence on their own,” 
Mr. Lawzi said. 

“This era witnesses the em- 
ergence of giant and unified 
blocs which have a major 
influence on the international 
arena." 

Mr. Lawzi cited one exam- 
ple where Arab and African 
countries were able to unify 
their stand and succeeded. 

It was at the time of Inter- 
national Parliamentary Un- 
ions (IPU) election's where 
Arab and African countries 
voted for Fathi Srour. speak- 


er of the Egyptian parlia- 
ment, as president of the 
IPU. 

Mustafa Ka, head of the 
Senegalese National Society, 
hailed the democratic march 
in the Kingdom and said that 
various African countries 
take Jordan as an example in 
their efforts to implement 
democracy. 

Jordan will host the 
seventh meeting of the gener- 
al assembly of the Arab- 
African partiamentary dia- 
logue next year with the par- 
ticipation of 30 countries. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Amman — Minister of Trade 
and ’Industry Ali Abul 
Ragheb and other officials 
dealing with investments in 
Jordan on Sunday briefed a 
visiting delegation from the 
American Bar Association 
(ABA) on the investment cli- 
mate in the Kingdom and the 
related laws, regulations and 
incentives. 

During their briefings, the 
minister and officials of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) as well as representa- 
tives of the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce emphasised 
Jordan's commitment to 
liberalising its economy and 
enacting laws designed to im- 
prove the investment climate 
in the Kingdom through eas- 
ing all regulations and ex- 
tending facilities and incen- 
tives to businesses. 

Em ad Timawi. chairman of 
the delegation's programme 


in the Middle East, said the 
visitors were impressed by 
the “lot of work” that has 
gone into transforming the 
Kingdom's economy in the 
last four or five years. 

“The net message that they 
gave us was that there is a 
leadership in this country that 

is committed to economic 
liberalikion and there is a 
dedicated and qualified 
work-force in the country to 
implement the policy of liber- 
alisation,'' Mr. Timawi, spe- 
cial counsel to the law firm 
Faegre and Benson in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, told the 
Jordan Times. 

The ABA delegation mem- 
bers, who represent a major 
segment of corporate Amer- 
ica, would tell their principals 
and clients in the U.S. that 
“they should look seriously 
into the opportunities avail- 
able in Jordan," said Mr. 
Timawi. 

“The legal environment is 
suitable and the business risk 


that they cany is reduced in 
this environment/' he added. 
“We have to look at the final 
shape of the law, however." 
That was a reference to a 
draft law on investments that 
is now before Parliament.’’ 

In his briefing of the de- 
legation, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment to giving the pri- 
vate sector the dominant role 
in economy and to providing 
infrastructure to businesses. 

The minister outlined die 
highlights of the investment 
dimate in Jordan and the 
incentives offered to foreign 
capital, and expressed confi- 
dence that the new draft law 
that expands the incentives 
that is before Parliament now 
would soon be enacted, Mr. 
Timawi said. 

Among the offidals brief- 
ing the delegation was also 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Under-Secretary 
Mohammad Smadi and the 
bead of the Investment 


Promotion Department of 
the ministry. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Commerce received the de- 
legation and outlined the 
business environment in the 
Kingdom. “We found people, 
•who told us they are here 
w illing and ready to do busi- 
ness with the U.S./’ said Mr. 
Timawi. 

Mr. Timawi described the 
briefing at the AFM as excel- 
lent in that the delegation 
was given a clear picture “of 
how the Jordanian stock mar- 
ket has grown since its incep- 
tion in the late 70s and what 
developments have taken 
place in the market since 
then.” 

The lawyer quoted the 
AFM officials as saying that 
Jordan was slowly seeing the 
inflow of foreign capital to 
the stock market. “It is slow 
and minimal compared to the 
movement of international 
capital, but foreign capital is 


15 political parties denounce U.S. 
on continuation of sanctions on 


coming to Jordan," 
quoted the officials as saying 

The visit of the American 
Bar Association team is the 
first of its kind to Jordan after 
file Kingdom signed a peace 
treaty with Israel in October. 

More than 30 trade delega 
tions have visited Jordan 
since then, but none of them 
of lawyers who wield strong 
influence in advising clients 
in the legal aspects of invest- 
ing in Jordan and the general 
business environment in the 
Kingdom. 

The 18-member delega- 
tion, headed by Jay Volgel- 
son, bead of the ABA’s sec- 
tion on international law and 
practice, arrived here Satur- 
day. 

Central Bank of Jordan 
officials and representatives 
of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry will meet the delega- 
tion on Tuesday. 

The delegation will leave 
for Jericho on Wednesday. 

. stand 


Iraq 


Industry ministry, German agency 
publish 1995 standards catalogue 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An im- sectors along with scientific ingthemeai 
portant tool for importers, institutions. measuremei 

exporters, traders, industrial- While the quality control tion and 
ists and all metrology, stan- division monitors the hnple- measuring i 
dards, testing, quality mentation of standards im- It is also i 
(MSTQ)-related institutions, posed on local and imported ity of the 
the “Jordanian Standards products, the precious metals laboratorie: 
Catalogue 1995” has recently division conducts the neces- cates of con: 
been issued for the first time sary tests to ensure that the ty marks i 
since the establishment of the Kingdom’s and imported agreements 
Jordanian Directorate of gold products conform with intemation 
Standards and Metrology legal finess. regarding u 

(JDS) in 1972. In addition, the metrology of quality i 

The catalogue is intended division controls measuring The con 
for the use of those con- instruments used hi commer- metals allo\ 
cemed with standards and/or rial transactions and oonfis- to test and 
their application in industry eating those that do not con- attain the i 
and trade or consumer pro- form. Among instruments Inadditic 
tection, as well as for all controlled are. weights, ba- jurisdiction 
.personnel in the fields of lances and weighmg bridges: Arab. regi< 

MSTQ management. .stick metro* ««i tape mca- . tional coij 


• Mb lxj management. 

In cooperation wltXi rue 
German Agency for Technk\/ 
al Cooperation (GTZ)/ 
MSTQjProject, the catalogue 
was prepared by the Jorda- 
nian Directorate of Standards 
and Metrology (JDS). 

A directorate within the 
Ministry of Trade and Indus- . 
try, JDS was established by 
virtue of the Standards and 
Metrology Law No. 34/1972. 

JDS concentrates on the 
preparation of standards, 
observation of standards im- 
plementation, the control of 
precious metals and the con- 
trol of weights and measures 
(legal metrology). 

Through its standards divi- 
rion, the JDS prepares Jorda- 
nian standards by forming 
specialised, technical com- 
mittees of representatives 
from the private and public 


sectors along with scientific 
institutions. 

While the quality control 
division monitors the imple- 
mentation of standards im- 
posed on local and imported 
products, the precious metals 
division conducts the neces- 
sary tests to ensure that the 
Kingdom’s and imported 
gold products conform with 
legal finess. 

In addition, the metrology 
division controls measuring 
instruments used m commer- 
cial transactions and confis- 
cating those that do not con- 
form. Among instruments 
controlled are. weights, ba- 
lances and weighmg bridges: 

.Stick metre* *nd tape mea- 
sures; fuel capacity measures, 
metres at gas stations and on 
gas tankers; and taxi metres. 

Within the fields of stan- 
dardisation, metrology, test- 
ing, quality, precious metals 
control and Arab and inter- 
national cooperation, JDS 
undertakes the supervision of 
preparation, revision, and 
the amendment and replace- 
ment of Jordanian standards 
and monitors their imple- 
mentation. 

Under its metrology prog- 
ramme, JDS is responsible 
for the establishment and 
monitoring of the imple- 
mentation of a national sys- 
tem for metrology. 

It adopts all national 
physical standards that are 
necessaxy for the calibration 
of measuring instruments, as 
well as unifying and develop- 


ing the means and methods of 
measurement and the calibra- 
tion and adjustment of 
measuring instruments. 

It is also wi thin the author- 
ity of the JDS to accredit 
laboratories, grant certifi- 
cates of conformity and quali- 
fy marks and to conclude 
agreements with Arab and 
international organisations 
regarding mutual recognition 
of qualify marks. 

The control of precious 
metals allows the directorate 
to test and stamp those that 
attain the approved finess. 

In addition the JDS has the 
jurisdiction to cooperate with 

Arab, regional and interna.- - 

. tional corporations in the - 
• field of standaidisatioaranti 
metrology and to represent 
Jordan at meetings and con- 
ferences held by the directo- 
rate. 

The catalogue, which is 
available in Arabic and En- 
glish, may be obtained from 
the Jordanian Institute for 
Standards and Metrology. 

Apart from Jordanian stan- 
dards. the JDS library con- 
tains a collection of Arab and 
international standards. 

JDS is a participating 
member in Standards of the 
Arab Organisation for In- 
dustrial Development and 
Mining (AIDMO) and a cor- 
responding member in the 
International Organisation 
for Standardisation (ISO) 
and Standards of the Interna- 
tional Organisation for Legal 
Metrology (OIML). 


AMMAN ([Petra) — Fifteen 
Jordanian parties Sunday de- 
nounced the U.S. stand in 
opposition to the lifting of 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq since 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
and described the position as 
immoral. 

In a statement issued by 
the parties following a meet- 
ing of their leaders Sunday, 
the parties said the “unjust” 
siege continues for the fifth 
consecutive year thus depriv- 
ing Iraq from exploiting its 
natural, industrial and agri- 
cultural resources and caus- 
ing suffering and pain to its 
people. 

The U.S., the statement 
continued, is leading a con- 
spiracy whose aim is to starve 
and humiliate the Iraqi peo- 
ple in contravention of all 


international norms, human 
rights principles and the U.N. 
Charter. 

“The parties view this im- 
moral American stand as 
really targetting the Arab and 
Islamic nations in their 
dearest spiritual values as 
well as their aspirations to 
build their development pro- 
ject and their right to prog- 
ress and a dignified life, the 
statement said. 

It said the U.S. continued 
to dominate the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions de- 
spite Iraq's adherence to and 
implementation of these re- 
solutions and its recognition 
of the independence of 
Kuwait, and “despite an 
announcement by Rolf Ekeus 
(top U.N. arms inspector in 
Baghdad), who led the in- 


Educationists agree on need for 
pl annin g to achieve goals 


AMMAN-(Petra) — Despite 
the ifiany [projects launched 
in tHP'Arab World to eradi- '' 
cate illiteracy, Arab countries 
account for nine per cent of 
illiteracy in the world while 
they only represent five per 
cent of its population, educa- 
tionists agree. 

“The Arab World will not 
be able to confront all of 
these challenges unless a link- 
age is made between the 
countries' long-term plans 
and their educational poli- 
cies,” Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education 
Abdul Ra'ouf Rawabdeh 
said. 

In an opening speech deli- 
vered at the regional meeting 
for educators in the Arab 
World, Mr. Rawabdeh said 
numerous challenges face the 
Arab World, particularly the 


Some Jordanian activists continue home news in brief 

to subscribe to conspiracy theories Tawiihi sludents 10 sit far only one exam sess,on 
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By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanians 
might be open to other cul- 
tures, but some still believe 
that the world is conspiring 
against them. 

Some activists continue to 
think of foreigners as im- 
perialists and tourists as 
Zionists; and anyone who 
works with a foreign agency 
or association is a spy or an 
agent. Those who do not 
agree dare not speak out. 

At Abdul Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation Saturday 
evening, four speakers from 
different ideological back- 
grounds discussed the role of 
foreign institutions in the 
Kingdom and their influence 
on Jordanian society. 

But in the comparatively 
large audience of about 15u 
attendants no heated debate 
on the topic took place. 

One speaker, Ya’coub 
Zayadin, secretary general of 
the Jordanian Communist 
Party, insisted that the fore- 
ign societies and institutions 
in Jordan and elsewhere in 
the Arab countries are im- 
perialists who aim at exploit- 
ing Arab wealth and re- 
sources. He cited the U.S. 
embassy in Egypt which in 
the past was staffed with 
1,030 employees and allo- 
cated $45 million for research 
and study purposes. 

“I am not an isolationist 
nor am I against the foreign 
culture,” Dr. Zayadin said. 
“I am also the founder of 
Arab-Soviet friendship 
societies, but there is no com- 
parison between these and 
the ones who have a huge 


presence here." 

Dr. Zayadin said people 
should be aware of the se- 
rious implications that “im- 
perialist" societies and in- 
stitutions might have on the 
Jordanian society. 

“How can we trust these 
German institutions ... when 
Hitlerism and two world wars 
emanated from that coun- 
try," he asked. “I might not 
be scared of a Canadian soci- 
ety for example, but I am 
scared of these countries who 
have been imperialists for a 
long time ... we should think 
thousands of times before 
dealing with them." 

Abdullah Hammoudeh, a 
writer, researcher and mem- 
ber of the Anti-zionism and 
Imperialism Society, also 
addressed the audience, 
saying that ail foreign agen- 
cies, regardless of their mis- 
sion. are dangerous. 

“They appear to be huma- 
nitarian,'’ Mr. Hammoudeh 
said. “But they all aim at 
enforcing normalisation and 
Zionism principles iu our 
country.” 

Mr. Hammoudeh said he 
believed that poverty and un- 
employment in the Arab 
countries are a natural out- 
come of the West’s foreign 
policies. 

“These institutions which 
seem to defend human rights 
and democracy, defend rep- 
ression in any country if it 
serves their country’s in- 
terests," said Mr. Ham- 
moudeh who last year wrote 
an article in the weekly maga- 
zine Al Ufiiq, attack in g Ger- 
man organisations operating 
in Jordan. These include 


Konrad Adenauer Founda- 
tion, Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation and Friedrich 
Eibeit Foundation. 

Participants at the two- 
bo ur meeting had mixed but 
limited reactions. 

Some voiced their utmost 
dissatisfaction with foreign 
agencies, wbile others said 
the blame of the Arab’s back- 
wardness should be put on 
the Arab people themselves. 

“All foreigners here are 
spies," one participant said. 
“What have we benefitted 
from Westerners since the 
Ottoman days?" 

Another speaker, Yasser 
Abu Hilaleh, the managing 
editor of the Islamist weekly 
Al Sabeel, said he did not 
believe in the conspiracy 
theory nor did he agree with 
the description of foreign in- 
stitutions in Amman as 
dangerous. 

“Can we give up Reuters 
and CNN?” he asked. 

Hani Hourani, director of 
Al Urdun Al Jadid Research 
Centre, strongly refuted all 
arguments in support of the 
conspiracy theory. 

■ “How can we condemn 
these institutions and 
societies that we know we are 
in need of?" he said. “We are 
facing a new fundamentalist 
wave that combines tradition- 
al Marxists and nationalists 
who pass arbitrary* judge- 
ments and put obstacles in 
front of modern thinkers.” 

“I don't say that all 
societies are honest and inno- 
cent.” he added. “But we 
can’t say that every tourist is 
a disguised Jew and every 
foreigner is a spy." 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Tawjihi students will no longer sit for 
exams at the end of each scholastic semester. The 
Educational Council of the Ministry of Education issued a 
regulation this week stipulating that students should only 
pass one exam at the end of their final year of school. 
Students who passed the exam should take their certificate 
within a period of three years. If they do not complete the 
necessary procedures during this time, the results would be 
cancelled and the student has the right to sit for another 
exam at another time. The regulation will be submitted to 
the Council of Ministers for endorsement. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

FILMS 

☆ Film entitled “Qne He Hecho Yo Para Merecer Esto” at 
Institute Cervantes (The Spanish Guttural Cadre) at 
5:00 p.m. 

☆ F3m entitled “Raphael; the Apprentice Years, the 
Prince of Painters, Legend Legacy” (Part I) (with 
commentary in Arabic by Dr. KhaSd Khreis) at Darai Al 
Fmnm at 5:30 p.m. 

☆ Film aititied “Le Braskr" at the French Cnltaral 
Centre at &00 p.m. 


☆ Exhibition of paintings by several artists entitled 
“Faces” at the Balqaa Art Gallery, Fubeis. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Nazii Irtemcefik at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of art by Rnla Shukairy at the French 
Cnftrnal Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Hana MaiaDah at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

☆ Three exhibitions of plastic art by George Edflbi, 
Abdullah Kamaleh, and Mohammad Majafl at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition by Syrian artist Marwan Qassab Bash! at 
Darat Al Fomin. Also showing a permanent exhibition of 
contemporary Arab artists. 

•fr Exhibit!— of art by Consnelo Gonzalez at Institute 
Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 

Hr “Young America” exhibit (with photographs featuring 
Americans of afl ages) at the American Centre. 


spection teams in Iraq, of the 
end of his mission, and de- 
spite recent statements by 
Russia, France and China 
stressing the need to lift the 
sanctions because there was 
no reason to continue the 
embargo.” 

It said that it was not 
strange that the U.S.. which 
insists on the continuation of 
the sanctions on Iraq, is the 
same country which is sup- 
porting the “Zionist entity” 
with all financial, military - 
and political capabilities and - 
supporting the Israeli stand 
rejecting the signing of the 
nuclear Non -Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) despite the fact 
that Israel possesses hun- 
dreds of nuclear war heads. 

The statement said, as the 


U.S. is mobilising support for 
its stand and practising poli- 
tical blackmail, it is launching 
psychological warfare against 
the countries which intend to 
vote for lifting the sanctions. 

The Jordanian political 
parties urged the U.N., the 
Security Council and the in- 
ternational community to lift 
the sanctions and to end the 
'. siege, describing it as unique 
in the history of mankind. 

The parties also called on 
the Arab League and Arab 
and Islamic countries to work 
on lifting the sanctions, 
saying that it is not permissi- 
ble to leave tbe people of 
Iraq, its children, women and 
elderly, die of hunger and be 
humiliated only to satisfy 
“American arrogance and to 


serve Zionist goals and the 
whims of some Arab regim- 
es.” 

* 

The statement was signed 
by the Jordanian Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, the Arab Ac- 
tion Front Party, the Islamic 
Action Front, the Jordanian 
Communist Party, the Social- 
ists Democratic Party, tbe 
Arab Baath Progressive Par- 
ty, the Jordan Democratic 
People's Party, the Arab 
Popular Party, the Jordanian 
Arab Democratic Party, the 
Jordanian National Alliance 
Party, the Jordanian Demo- 
cratic Popular Unity Party, 
the Unionists Party, the 
Jordanian Democratic Prog- 
ressive Party, Wa’d Party and 
the Constitutional Front Par- 
ty* 


nofogy and science, the ih- 
formatiern revolutionVand the 
emergence of the “informa- 
tion highway.” 

Abdul Qader Al Atrash. 
director of the regional office 
of United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) 
pointed to the several pro- 
jects the organisation is laun- 
ching in the Arab World over 
a six-year period. 

The three-day meeting, 
with was attended by repre- 
sentatives of UNESCO 
offices in tbe Arab World and 
representatives of Arab 
ministries of education, will 
discuss the mechanism that 
should be used to implement 
the recommendations set by 
ministers of education . 


CDD retrieves body of 
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teenager from YarmoukjRiver 


By Rana Hnsseiai 

Special to tbe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Police and 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) rescue units in the 
Jordan Valley Saturday re- 
trieved tbe body of a 14- 
year-old North Shuneh boy 
who had been reported 
missing for three weeks. 

Anas Suleiman Mine, 
from the Adassieh area, of 
the valley, left his borne on 
Feb. 18, and did not return, 
tbe father of the victim told 
police. 

On Saturday police re- 
ceived a call that a body 
was seen floating in the 
Yairaouk River. 

The report said that 
Anas Mine's decomposed 
body was identified by his 
father Suleiman. A police 
autopsy revealed that the 
cause of the death was 
drowning. 

Also on Saturday, CDD 
frogmen retrieved the 
bodies of two people, both 
aged 19, from the Hi dan 
area in Madaba. 

One of the victims, Ibra- 
him Mohammad was re- 
ported to have been 
washing his hands and feet 
at a stream in preparation 
for prayers when he 
accidently fell in the water. 
One of his friends, 
Mahmoud Saber, jumped 
after him to save him, but 
both youths drowned, 
CDD reports said. 

Search on for defrauder 

Meanwhile, Badia police 


are searching for a woman 
in her mid-forties, who on 
Saturday defrauded 
another woman of JD25 
and jewellery worth more 
than 1,200, according to 
Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) reports. 

The report said that the 
victim, identified only as 
A.S.K., told police that a 
woman claiming to be a 
fortune teller came to her 
house and offered to read 
coffee cups. 

The victim said she was 
then asked to bring JD25, 
some jewellery and a new 
dress that had not yet been 
worn in order for tbe for- 
tune teller to be able to 
read her fortune, said the 
report. 

After the women 
finished reading the cup 
and left die house the vic- 
tim discovered that her 
jewellery was missing. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the 
woman was still at large, 
but police have good de- 
scription of her. 

According to tbe official, 
this was one of many fraud 
cases to have been reported 
in tiie Kingdom in the past 
few months. 

On Nov. 16, two women 
claiming that they were 
from Morocco were re- 
ported to have defrauded 
two Irbid. women of 
$33,500, JD70 and jewel- 
lery worth more than 
JD2.500. 

Last year, fraud cases 
registered a 29.4 per cent 
increase over the previous 


Police investigate death at 
farmer 

Police Sunday in north- 
ern Jordan Valley were in- 
vestigating tiie mysterious 
death of 35-year-old man, 
sources said. 

Salim A. S', body was 
found lying in on a ranch 
with a container of pesti- 
cides beside his body, the 
source said. 

According to CDD offi- 
cials, preliminary investiga- 
tions indicated the man 
may have died from inhal- 
ing the poisonous pesti- 
cides. He added that the 
body was transferred to Al 
Bashir Hospital for an 
autopsy. 


Also in the Jordan Valley 
Sunday, a 37-year-old man 
was listed in critical condi- 
tion in South Shuneh Hos- 
pital after being shot in the 
chest, sources said. 

According to the source, 
Mohammad M. was shot by 
a man who was not identi- 
fied. 

According to the source, 
the assailant was detained 
and police are investigating 
the incident. 

In Irbid, CDD frogmen 
retrieved the body of a 
seven-year-old girl from a 
farm water reservoir in the 
Sulekhan area in Al 
Mashareh. 

The child was identified 
by the CDD as Nariman 
Hussein M. No further de- 
tails were available. 


Crown Prince, Peres meet 


(Contained from page 1) 

sive peace in the Middle 
East, Petra said. 

The two leaders also re- 
viewed preparations and acti- 
vities preceding the Amman 
economic summit to be held 
in October, Petra said. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabriti, Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat and several advisors 
of the Crown Prince attended 
the meeting. 

European Union sources 
meanwhile rejected as, in- 
accurate an assertion attri- 
buted to German officials in a 
report carried by tbe Jeru- 
salem Post that Germany 
wanted to have Syria and tiie 
Palestinians to provide a 
“gentlemen’s agreement” not 
to interfere with the 
Jordanian-Israeli wafer pro- 


jects .since both have director 
indirect claims to Jordan Riv- 
er water. 

“It is not accurate at all,” 
said an EU source. ‘The only 
condition attached by the EU 
to financing the projects is 
that their feasibility is estab- 
lished” 

EU officials have said that 
financing for the projects 
could be made available in 
the form of loans from the 


European Investment Bank' 
an arm of the European bloc (I 
after feasibility studies an| 
conducted on the projects! 
The EU is also expected 
finance the studies. g 
The EU officials say that § 
fond of up to 1.8 biIKo|| 
European Currency Unifl 
(about $2.15 billion) is ava|| 
able for “feasible regioifi 
projects connected to tfi 
Middle East peace process^ 


Senate move expected tochr 


(Continued from page I) 
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However, congressional 
approval for the full approp- 
riation of $275 million fbr 
debt relief for Jordan would 
address all the King dom's 
official dues to the United 
States government that qual- 
ify to be cancelled under 
American parametres. 


Although tiie administ 
tion had originally propoi 
the write off of the rest of j 
debts in two tranches, E 
Christopher agreed to do a 
one tranche in fiscal 11 


Mr. Kabariti in Wa 
in January. 






World M aws 

Indian premier faces crisis 
after poll defeat in key states 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, MARCH 13, 1995 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
a’s ruling Congress (I) Party 
suffered a second election 
disaster in three months Sun- 
day, a fresh crisis for embat- 
tled Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao. 

The Congress was heading 
for a drubbing in the western 
state of Gnjarat and poised to 
lose control of neighbouring 
Maharashtra, India’s most in- 
dustrialised state, for the first 
tune since independence in 
1947, officials said. 

The verdict, from stag- 
gered elections Last month, 
sent shock waves through the 
109-year-old party, ana even 
an imminent victory in the 
eastern state of Orissa after 
five years in the opposition 
faded to bring cheer. 

The main opposition Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP, Indi- 
an People’s Party) was head- 
ing towards a landslide win in 
Gujarat, sweeping 65 out of 
99 declared seats and was 
heading in more than 50 erf the 
stale’s 182 constituencies. 

But the most sh 
suit came from 


re- 


India’s financial hub where 
an alliance of the BJP and the 
Hindu militant Shiv Sena 
Party was poised to take pow- 
er amid frenzied celebrations 
on the streets of the capital 
Bombay. 

A despondent Maharash- 
tra Chief Minister Sharad 
Pawar, a veteran Congress 
leader who in 1991 trim to 
become the prime minister 
before giving way to Mr. 
Rao, virtually conceded de- 
feat. 

“The results are certainly 
not favourable to the Con- 
gress,” Mr. Pawar told AFP 
at his near-deserted residence 
normally crowded with sup- 
porters. He said the alliance 
would edge past the Congress 
in the final tally. 

“We have not done well, 
we have to admit that,” said 
Muxli Deora, chief of the 
Congress unit in the city of 
Bombay, where the BJP and 
Shiv Sena won almost all 34 
seals on offer. 

Maharashtra and Gujarat 
went to the polls last month, 
and elections were completed 


in Orissa Thursday. They 
were among four states elect- 
ing legislatures in February 
and March in elections consi- 
dered crucial for Premier 
Rao. 

Mr. Rao desperately 
needed to win to quash the 
remnants of a revolt which 
erupted in the party after he 
led to it a shocking rout in 
two key southern states in 
December. 

Although Mr. Pawar said 
the results were not a vote 
against Mr. Rao or his free- 
marfcet reforms; the BJP de- 
manded a snap parliamentary 
election, saying the Congress 
had lost the moral right to 
govern India. 

A Congress MP said the 
party would face fresh inter- 
nal trouble. 

“We are in for a crisis 
now," said the MP. “There is 
no way the PM can evade 
responsibility. It is clear he 
has failed.” 

Added Aslam Sher Khan, 
au aide to former party 
strongman Aijun Singh who 
revolted against Mr. Rao af- 


ter the December rout: “We 
need a thorough introspec- 
tion to know what has gone 
wrong." 

Congress sources said Ar- 
jun Singh, who was sacked by 
Mr. Rao from the party last 
month, would step up his 
campaign against the pre- 
mier. 



Naidu. “Rao has failed not 
only as prime minis ter but 
even as party presklent. 

“He will come under press- 
ure to step down,” be said. 
“Whether he succumbs to the 
pressure has to be seen.” 

There was no word from 
Mr. Rao, who returned late 
Saturday from Copenhagen. 

The imminent Congress 
defeat in Maharashtra, which 
includes India’s financial 
capital Bomaby, however 
panicked the industry, and 
analysts warned of a crash on 
the Bombay Stock Exchange 
Monday. 

Prices began to tumble in 
kerb deals Sunday. 


Kazakhstan 
is in 

crisis after 

parliament 

dissolved 

ALMA-ATA (R) — The for- 
mer Soviet Republic of 
Kazakhstan was plunged into 
pofitkal crisis when President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev bowed 
to a challenge from its Con- 
stitutional Court and dis- 
solved parliament. 

“Parhament is dissolved,” 
Mr. Nazarbayev declared in a 
delayed reaction to a consti- 
tutional court ruling on 
March 6 that general elec- 
tions in March 1994 were 
flawed. 

He also told a hastily- 
called news conference Satur- 
day night that he had 
accepted the government’s 
resignation. But be reap- 
pointed top ministers, includ- 
ing Prime Minister Akezhan 
Kazhegektin, to a caretaker 
administration. 

Hie gave Mr. Kazbegeldin 
and a handful of senior minis- 
ters a week to form a stop- 
gap government before fresh 
elections in two to three 
months’s time. He also can- 
celled visits to Indonesia and 
Australia due to start on 
March 16, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

The 1994 elections, the 
first contested poll in the vast 
energy-rich state since it be- 
came independent from the 
Soviet Union in 1991, drew 
the fire of international 
observers at the'time. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, a former 
Communist Party boss, 
brushed aside their findings, 
which said they found cases 
of voting while election au- 
thorities had barred some 
potential candidates without 
giving a reason. 

Despite the observers’ mis- 
givings, Western govern- 
ments generally welcomed 
die election result because it 
ensured stability in Kazakh- 
stan which, with its huge re- 
sources, has proved to be a 
magnet for Western invest- 
ment. 

But one candidate, 
Tatyana Kvyatovskaya, a 
well-known journalist who 
stood in an Alma-Ata consti- 
tuency, brought a case to the 
Constitutional Court saying 
slection authorities had 
rotated the basic law. 

The court found in favour 
4 Ms. Kvyatovskaya’s suit, 
'etidhig that the democratic 
rinciple of “one person one 
ote” had been broken and 
tat election boundaries were 
rongly drawn. 

Mr. Nazarbayev vetoed its 
ling. But the court voted 
iday to overrule him and 
Id mm Saturday that its 
dgement meant it consi- 
red parliament to be iiieg- 

‘The fact that parliament 
Uegal has received its final 
'idal confirmation,” Mr. 
sarbayev told reporters, 
le said be used his power 
decree of appoint an in- 
m government and would 
his executive authority to 
inn ail legislation passed 
he outgoing 177-seat par- 
ent. 

e earlier attended an 
-gency session of parlia- 
which appealed to him 
nend the constitution to 
iwer it to overturn ded- 
by the constitutional 
and suspend the court 
working. 

. Nazarbayev refused to 
he amendment and his 
an to dissolve parlia- 
ended a difficult rela- 
ip with the legislature. 


Ex-police officer killed 
during Bangladesh strike 


DHAKA (R) — A retired 
police officer was killed by 
unidentified gunmen in the 
southern port of Chittagong 
as an opposition-led 48-nour 
strike gripped Bangladesh 
Sunday, police said. 

Haroonur Rashid, 55, was 
shot outside his home in the 
dry’s Ambagan area, police 
said. They were unable to say 
if the shooting bad any link to 
the strike. 

“Many pro-strike activists 
carried guns and might have 
shot at Rashid willingly or 
unwillingly,.” one police 
officer told reporters. 

“Rashid angered terrorists, 
including those from political 
groups, by persistently 
opposing their unlawful 
acts,” he said without giving 
details. 

like Chittagong, life in the 
capital Dhaka and other main 
cities was largely disrupted by ^ 
fee first day of the strike/; 
Sunday is a work day in 
predominantly Muslim Bang- 
ladesh. 

Witnesses said police 
chased bomb and stone- 
throating demonstrators in 
the capital, beat activists in 
Chittagong and drove away 
strike enforcers in Rajshahi 
and Khnlna. 

The strike was aimed at 
forcing Prime Minister Be- 


gum &naiea« 
Copenhagen 


Khaleda Zia, now in 
tending die 
United Nations Social De- 
velopment Summit, to leave 
office to allow early elections 
under the supervision of a 
neutral caretaker administra- 
tion. 

Similar strikes in the past 
have failed, but main opposi- 
tion leader Sheikh Hasina 
said Saturday the latest stop- 
would start an all-out 
>rt to oust Mrs. Khaleda. 
“This time it’s going to be 


different," sbe told members 
of her Awami League. “She 
(Khaleda) is ruling by force, 
especially after opposition 
had quit parliament.” 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991, has consistently re- 
jected the opposition's de- 
mands. Most opposition law- 
makers resigned on Dec. 28 
at the height of their anti- 
Khaleda drive. 

Police said Sunday’s strike, 
heralded by several bomb 
blasts in the capital at dawn, 
was mostly peaceful in the 
first hours. Witnesses said 
police appeared quite re- 
laxed, reading newspaper or 
talking among themselves. 

Bat tension mounted after 
hundreds of demonstrators 
took to the streets and ex- 
changed brickbats with secur- 
ity forces, witnesses said. 

Police arrested several 
people while paramilitary, 
troops guarded government 
buildings.-- 

Authorities called in more 
than 3,000 extra police, back- 
ed by soldiers, to tighten 
security in the capital, police 
said. 

Dhaka's streets were most- 
ly without transport, except 
for a few bicycle-rickshaws 
plying roads usually reserved 
for cars. Strikers deflated the 
lyres of some rickshaws be- 
fore being ebased off by 
police. Train services were 
disrupted. 

The strike baited activities 
in the ports of Chittagong 
and Mongla, local officials 
said. Other affected cities in- 
cluded Rajshahi, Rangpur 
and Dinajpur in the north 
and the northeastern tea- 
growing district of Sylhet. 

The Dhaka Stock Ex- 
change, the country’s only 
bourse, was also shut for the 
strike. • 


U.S. looks past Berlin 
conference to a 1997 pact 


BONN (AP) — The United 
Stales wants industrial and 
developing countries to agree 
by 1997 on the next step for 
attacking the causes of global 
warminjg, a top U.S. official 
said Friday. 

Timothy E. Wirth, under- 
secretary of state for global 
affairs, said that will be 
Washington’s position at 120- 
nation conference in Berlin 
from March 28- April 17 that 
is a follow-up to foe 1992 
Earth S ummi t. 

An agreement at the 1992 
summit held in Rio De 
Janeiro, Brazil, requires de- ’ 
veloped countries to cut their 
emissions of carbon dioxide 
and other so-called green- 
house gases to 1990 levels by 
the year 2 000. 

Trapped in the atmos- 
phere, the gases produce 
global warming. 

The Berlin meeting was 
supposed to bring consensus 
on bow to carry out that 
so-called Rio convention, but 
the parties were not able to 
agree on an agenda at a U.N. 
conference in New York last 
month. 

Scientists believe that if 
greenhouse gas emissions are 
not at the very least stabilised 
at 1990 levels by the turn of 
the century, the atmoroheric 
temperature will rise about 3 
degrees Celsius over the next 
100 years. 

If that happens, scientists 
say, the polar ice caps would 
melt, raising ocean levels and 
flooding low-lying land mas- 
ses- Deserts would widen and 
food production suffer. - 


Mr. Wirth said the United 
States is proposing a “Berlin 
mandate” that would “call 
for a new aim” that goes 
“beyond the year 2000.” 

That mandate would in- 
struct the participating coun- 
tries to negotiate what the 
next step should be and come 
to a decision by 1997, said 
Mr. Wirth, who was in Bonn 
for an informal meeting of 15 

dons fw^^Berini^^dfer^ 
ence. 

Mr. Wirth said an “anti- 
climate-dhange coalition” of 
“revisionist researchers” and 
lobbyists for U.S. industry 
groups are trying to get some 
developing countries to block 
an y meaningful action at Ber- 
lin. 

“They are going around 
the worid working on a few 
countries to be naysayers” by 
telling those nations that 
global wanning is not a 
threat, Mr. Wirth said. 

Mr. Wirth also reiterated 
that Washington is prepared 
to make a commitment to- 
ward stabilising or reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
beyond the year 2000. 

But the Clinton adminis- 
tration has yet to muster the 
necessary domestic support 
even for the Rio convention, 
which is opposed by indus- 
tries who say the reductions it 
specifies would be too costly 
to foe economy. 

The United States is re- 
sponsible for 20 per cent of 
the world’s carbon monoxide 
emissions, more than any 
other country. 


Hanoi 

remembers 
battle 
that led 
to victory 

HANOI (AP) =- Vietnam 
began celebrating 20 years of 
unity wife speeches and an 
elephant parade Friday at the 
provincial mountain town 
where the final chapter of the 
Vietnam War began. 

Official newspapers told 
the story triumphantly and 
published grainy black-and- 
white photos of North Viet- 
namese soldiers carrying 
their red and gold flag onto 
the battlefield at the town, 
Buon Ma Thuot. 

“Buon Ma Thuot’s culture 
and economy had never been 
developed. People’s lives 
were dark and miserable. 
Boon. Ma Thuot was hon- 
oured to be chosen by the 
(Communist) Party Central 
Cbmmiffee to be the starting 
point of the entire campaign 
to liberate the South,” the 
lovernment-run Vietnam 
lews Agency declared. 

In fact, it wasn't quite that 
well planned. Before North 
Vietnamese soldiers captured 
the ffnmll town in Sooth Viet- 
nam’s highlands, Hanoi was 
expecting the war to drag cm 
into 1976. 

But Boon Ma Thuot’s fall 
on March 10, 1975, so shook 
tiie confidence of the U.S.- 
backed South Vietnamese 
government that it ordered 
ns troops to abandon the rest 
of tbe highlands. As southern 
soldiers and civilians fled to 
the coast in a chaotic retreat, 
Hanoi realised victory was 
within its grasp. 

It began a blitzkrieg south- 
ern drive, racing against the 
coming monsoon season. Tbe 
drive ended 51 days later with 
the capture of Saigon on 
April 30 and the fall of tbe 
South's government. 

Vietnamese veterans in- 
cluding Gen. Van Tien 
Dung, who led the attack on 
Buon Ma Thuot, gathered at 
the still-sleepy town tins week 
to mark tbe victory 


K 



Demonstrators carry a victim of poll violence 
hi the eastern state of Bihar. At least six people 
were kffled Saturday as violence rocked B&ar 
in the last provincial elections seen as a critical 
test for Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao. 


Scores of other* were figured in street fights 
between rival pofitical activists across Bihar, 
as early treads from the Staggered February- 
March polls in two other states showed Mr. 
Ban’s Congress Party (raffing (AFP photo) 


120 killed in fiery collision in India 


MADRAS, India (R) — At 
least 120 people were killed 
Sunday in a fiery collision 
involving a bus, a petrol tank- 
er and a tractor-trailer car- 
rying a wedding party in 
southern India, authorities 
said. 

The accident occurred ab- 
out 50 kilometres from Mad- 
ras, capital of the southern 
state of Tamil Nadu, on a 
highway heading to Banga- 
lore, officials in Ranch eepur- 
am district where the acci- 
dent took place told Reuters 


by telephone. 

The collision occurred 
when the tractor-trailer, car- 
rying a marriage party of 
between 60 and 70 people, 
tried to overtake the passen- 
ger bus, a district spokesman 
said. 

Most of the victims were 
burnt alive in a fire that 
broke out after the crash, he 
said. 

“The passenger bus burst 
into flames and was charred 
beyond recognition,” he said. 

The Press Trust of India 


(P71) said many of the vic- 
tims were burnt alive inside 
the bus after tbe tanker ex- 
ploded in flames. 

Only one passenger, who 
escaped out the rear door of 
the bus, managed to survive, 
the news agency said. 

Last week, 17 people were 
killed and 15 seriously in- 
jured when a mini-truck 
loaded with sulphuric acid 
cans overturned on a highway 
north of the capital New De- 
lhi, burning passengers who 
were riding on the cans. 


V*.-- 



A Malibu, California, resident tries to shore 

ipHif rwnafcifag fmnwlafinn aroniwl hk home. 

Southern California has been hit by its second 


ktrgestonn of the year, causing major flooding 
and mudslides (AFP photo) 


New flooding is forecast for California 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
New flooding was forecast for 
central California Sunday as 
the state reeled from storms 
which have killed at least 
seven people, inundated 
several towns and driven 
thousands from their homes. 

Another five people were 
reported misting after at least 
three cars plunged into raging 
flood waters which swept 
away a bridge on a busy 
California freeway, officials 
said. 

A series of powerful Pacific 
storms since Wednesday has 
created havoc throughout 
California, hitting many 
areas only just recovering 
from devastating floods in 
January. 

The storms caused muds- 
lides and flooded motorways 
in southern California, 
flooded hundreds of homes 
and businesses in several 
northern California com- 
munities and brought down 


trees and power lines, leaving 
50,000 people without power. 

Thirty-four of California’s 
58 counties declared local 
stales of emergency due to 
the storms. 

A spokesman for the Cali- 
fornia Office of Emergency 
Services said damage was., 
“easily” in the millions of- 
dollars, although the state 
had not yet estimated losses. 

Tbe cost of repairing or 
replacing washed-out bridges 
and damaged roads would be 
high, officials said. 

January’s storms caused at 
least $1.3 bflHon of damage 
and led President Bill Clmton 
to declare much of the state a 
major disaster area. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice warned there could be 
record flooding later Sunday 
along tbe Salinas River in 
central California, affecting 
the towns of Salinas ana 
Spreckels, about 90 miles 
(145 kms) south of San -Fran- * 


cisco. 

Local authorities issued > 
mandatory evacuation orders 
to residents of several areas 
adjoining the river. 

As night fell Saturday, res- 
cue workers halted their 
search for occupants of at 
least three vehicles swept 
away by flood waters after a 
rain-swollen creek ripped out 
a 10O-ft (30-metre) bridge 
along interstate Highway 5 
Friday near Coalinga, 150 
miles (240 kms) south of San 
Francisco. 

Emergency crews found 
the body of one woman in a 
car, but were unable to re- 
cover it because the normally 
placid creek was flowing so 
fast, a California Highway 
Patrol spokeswoman said. 

The search near Highway 5 
— a busy North-South 
motorway — was due to re- 
sume at first light Sunday, 
riie said. 


Revelations in Aquino killing reopen old wounds 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— New revelations by one of 
those convicted in the murder 
of Corazon Aquino's hus- 
band have stirred controversy 
and reopened old wounds in 
the controversial case, even 
within the former president’s 
own family. 

The Aug. 21, 1983 murder 
of former Sen. Benigno 
Aquino unleashed a political 
storm which culminated two 
and one-half years later in the 
“people power” uprising that 
toppled strongman Ferdi- 
nand Marcos and installed 
Corazon Aquino as presi- 
dent. 

In 1990, 16 soldiers were 
convicted of the .murder and 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment. But the trial never 
established who master- 
minded the killing, although 
Mis. Aquino and many other 
Filipinos remain convinced it 
was Mr. Marcos, who died in 
Hawaiian exile in 1989. 

Throughout the years, the 
defendants have stuck to 
their story that Rolando Gal- 
man, a petty criminal who 
Marcos claimed was a Com- 
munist, slipped past security 
at Manila Airport and killed 
Sen. Aquino moments after 
he returned from exile in tbe 
United States. 

The 1990 trial found that* 
the soldier-guards killed both 


Sen. Aquino and Mr. Gal- 
man on the tarmac. 

This week, however, one 
of the 16, former Sgt. Pablo 
Martinez, broke his silence 
and implicated three people, 
including retired Brig. Gen. 
Romeo Gatan, who were 
never charged. 

Sgt. Martinez told the Phi- 
lippine Daily Inquirer that a 
few days before the assassina- 
tion, he was assigned by Brig. 
Gatan, an air force colonel 
and a businessman to guard 
Mr. Galman in a Manila 
Hotel. 

On the day of tbe assas- 
sination, Sgt- Martinez said, 
he brought Mr. Galman to 
the tarmac at Brig. Ga tan’s 
instructions. 

According to Sgt. Mar- 
tinez, Brig. Gatan told him 
that Mr. Galman was to kill 
Sen. Aquino. If Mr. Galman 
lost his nerve. Brig. Gatan 
was to kill Mr. Galman and if 
Sen. Aquino also died in the 
gunfire, “it’s not your fault.” 

Brig- Gatan has denied 
ever meeting either Mr. Gal- 
man or Sgt. Martinez. 

Sgt. Martinez insisted that 
Mr. Galman shot Sen. 
Aqunio and was then killed 
by the soldiers, just as the 
Marcos government had 
claimed. That finding was 
disputed by the 1990 trial 
court. It determined that 


Sen. Aquino was shot by one 
of his military escorts stand- 
ing above him on the air- 
plane's staircase. 

Nevertheless, Sgt. Mar- 
tinez’s account, if true, would 
support the theory of a con- 
spiracy that went beyond 
those already named or con- 
victed. 

On Friday, tbe largest poli- 
tical coalition, Lakas-Laban, 
called for reopening the in- 
vestigation “to end the ling- 
ering division among our 
people triggered by this das- 
tardly act,” 

The coalition, which sup- 
ports President Fidel Ramos, 
also urged the chairman of 
tiie opposition National Peo- 
ples Coalition, Eduardo Co- 
juangco, to reveal what he 
knows about the murder. 

Ironically, Mr. Cojuangco, 
Mrs. Aquino's first cousin, 
was a dose ally of Mr. Mar- 
cos and a friend of Brig. 
Gatan. On Thursday, Mrs. 
Aquino urged her cousin to 
tell what he knows “in the 
interest of- justice,” 

Mr. Cojuangco, who ran 
unsuccessfully for president 
in 1992, has not responded to 
the latest calls but has denied 
knowledge of the killing in 
the past. 

Since Mr. Marco’s down- 
fall, governments here have 
idolised Benigno Aquino as a 


national hero. His murder is 
offidally described as one of 
the salient events of Philip- 
pine history. 

But despite Friday’s call, 
the government has shown 
little interest in reviving the 
investigation. Two years ago. 
Sen. Bias Ople met the de- 
fendants in prison after 
announcing they had new in- 
formation in the case. 

Sen. Ople never revealed 
publidy what he had been 
told. After Sen. Ople's meet- 
ing, Justice Secretary Frank- 
lin Drilon said he would 
appoint a commission to 
study the “new information.” 
The commission quietly dis- 
appeared without announc- 
ing any thing 

Thai has led to speculation 
that the government would 
just as soon avoid reopening 
the old wounds. Numerous 
figures from the Marcos reg- 
ime, who may know more 
than they have ever revealed, 
hold key positions in politics 
and government today. 

Mr. Ramos, a second 
cousin of Mr. Marcos, was 
military vice chief of staff at 
the time of the slaying. He 
later broke with Mr. Marcos 
and helped install Mrs. 
Aquino in power. Rep. Juan 
Ponce Enrile, defence roinsi- 
ter in 1983, is running for the 
Senate on the Lakas-Laban 
ticket. 


Bolshoi manager 
to punish 
protesting 
ballet dancers 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
’Bolshoi Theatre’s general 
manager will punish . ballet 
dancers who refused to per- 
form in Prokofiev’s Romeo 
and Juliet in protest at the 
departure of their top 
choreographer, Russian tele- 
vision said. Vladimir Koko- 
nin described the dancers' 
demonstration as “an unpre- 
cedented illegal action by a 
small group” and said all 
those responsible would be 
censured, the state television 
channel Ostankino said. On 
Friday the dancers said they 
were too. “depressed and 
broken-hearted" to perform, 
following the resignation 
Thursday of the ballet's top 
choreographer and artistic 
director, Yuri Grigorovich. 
The news agency ITAR- 
TASS said many of the dan- 
cers appeared on stage with- 
out make-up and in training 
costumes. They apologised 
profusely for ruining the au- 
dience’s expectations, and 
appealed for understanding. 
Grigorovich, 67. walked 
away from his job of more 
than 30 years in protest 
against staff changes decreed 
by President Boris Yeltsin, 
and said he had been forced 
to quit. Earlier, the Bolshoi’s 
press service head. Alexan- 
der Kolesnikov, said Grigor- 
ovich had opposed “reforms” 
of the world-famous ballet 
company for months. The 
veteran choreographer was 
particularly upset by the gov- 
ernment’s appointment of 
Vladimir Vasilyev, a dancer 
with whom he had had a 
disagreement 20 years ago, as 
tiie company’s new artistic 
director. 

French police 
crack down on 
faith healers 

NICE, France (R) — Police 
along the French Riviera said 
Saturday they had launched a 
crackdown on a ring, of faith 
healers as a judge jailed two 
people, expelled two others 
and placed five under judicial 
control. Police sources said 
the nine were part of a quack 
network from the West Afri- 
can nation of Guinea operat- 
ing- in (oudiwn- "France. For 

large fees, tiie healers offered 
to cure ailments including 
sterility and 'impotence, re- 
solve family problems, help 
pass school exams, or win the 
lottery. Acting on complaints 
from disgruntled customers, 
police searching the healers’ 
residences uncovered evi- 
dence of tens of thousands of 
francs in payments to dubious 
sendees. In one case, they 
said, a 66-year old paid 
50,000 francs ($10,000) to 
win tbe lottejy while a retired 
police officer, 65, paid 25,000 
francs ($5,000) to ensure his 
son would find a wife. 

India's 'bandit 
queen* allows 
screening of film 

NEW DELHI (R) — Imfia's 
“bandit queen" Phoolan 
Devi bas agreed to allow the 
screening of a controversial 
film about her life after the 
producer agreed to trim some 
sex and rape scenes she had 
found objectionable. Produc- 
er Bobby Bedi said Ms. Deri 
withdrew a suit from tiie De- 
lhi High Court blocking the 
screening following an out- 
of-court settlement Friday 
with Britain’s Channel 4, 
which commissioned the 
movie. Ms. Deri was accused 
of leading a massacre of 22 
high-caste Hindus in a north- 
ern Indian village in 1981 and 
surrendered to police in 1983. 
She denied the murder 
charges. The Supreme Court 
released Ms. Deri, accused 
of murders in 55 cases, after 
she spent a decade in re- 
mand, saying the years she - 
spent inside were punishment 
enough. Bandit Queen, 
based on a giography by au- 
thor Mala Sen, was made by 
director Shekhar Kapur and 
paid for by Channel 4. It won 
critical aedaim at the Cannes 
Festival last summer, and was 
nominated for an Oscar 
Award in the Best Foreign 
Language Film category. But 
it was dropped from tbe Hol- 
lywood competition after Ms. 
Devi raised objections. 
Kapur depicts Ms. Deri as a 
low-caste woman who rose ' 
up against members of high 
castes who exploited her. Ms. 
Deri recently formed an 
organisation to fight for the 
social and political rights of 
low castes. Bedi, who has the 
Indian rights to film, said 
Saturday that he agreed to 
trim a few frames from two 
rape scenes and a bedroom 
sex scene which embarrassed 
Ms. Deri. “We hive come to 
a settlement,” he told Reu- 
ters. ’The total amount of 
film cut will not exceed one 
minute. They (cuts) will not 
have a major impact.” 
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Balladur 
plummets 
in new poll 

PARIS (AFP) _ French 
Prime Minister and presiden- 
tial candidate Edouard Balla- 
dur fell heavily in a new poll 
released Sunday that tested 
opinion on the candidates' 
ability to govern. 

Socialist candidate Lionel 
Jospin and Mr. Bahadur’s 
conservative rival. Mayor of 
Paris Jacques Chirac, signifi- 
cantly unproved their per- 
fonnance on a month ago, 
said the poll, by the CSA 
Institute, to be published 
Monday by the economic dai- 
ly Tribune Desfosses. 

Mr. Balladur came top in 
only three of the 17 problems 
tested in the poll while Mr. 
Jospin came top with seven 
and Mr. Chirac second with 
five. The mayor of Paris was 
cited 14 times among the best 
two candidates after being 
named only twice a month 
ago. 

The prime minister was 
judged best-equipped . to de- 
velop the French economy 
with 30 per cent, compared 
with 17 per cent for Chirac 
and 12 per cent for Mr. Jos- 
pin. 

Mr. Balladnr also came top 
for defending French in- 
terests In Europe and in fore- 
ign affairs, the poll said. 

Mr. Jospin was deemed 
best-fitted to fight inequality, 
unemployment and defend 
the social security system 
while Mr. Chirac came top on 
such issues as security, im- 
migration and the fight 
against corruption. 

Another poll meanwhile 
confirmed Sunday Mr. Chir- 
ac's commanding lead over 
Mr. Balladnr in voting inten- 
tions in the presidentials, due 
in April-May. 

The IFOP Institute poll 
published in the Journal du 
Dimanche Sunday paper said 
Mr. Chirac would beat Mr. 
Balladur in the second round 
run-off of the election on 
May 7 by 64 per cent to 36 
per cent, compared with 52- 
48 in the last poll published a 
week ago. 

If Socialist candidate 
Lionet Jospin mokca it to tne 
second round instead of Mr.. 
Balladur after the first round: 
of voting for all candidates on 
April 23, then Mr. Chirac 
would win 59-41. as against 
56-44 in the previous poll. 

The poll showed however 
that voters were even more 
uncertain of whom they 
would choose. The 58 per 
cent who said they were sure 
of their choice was down five 
points on last week. 

On Sunday, Mr. Balladnr 
urged his supporters to fight 
to redress the situation and to 
ignore the “hazards" of the 
polls. 

“We have six weeks to get 
the message over," the prime 
minister told 2,000 suppor- 
ters of the centre-right Union 
for French Democracy 
(UDF). 

Mr. Balladur, who was 
seen as a shoo-in when the 
campaign began, was over- 
taken by Mr. Chirac at the 
■ beginning of March, and all 
opinion polls have shown his 
support slipping steadily. 

The prime minister has 
been hit hard by a combina- 
tion of political scandals 
affecting ministers in his gov- 
ernment, a reluctance to 
come dean on his income 
from a share deal, and a 
distinct lack of charisma. 

Mr. Chirac won more sup- 
port from former rivals Satur- 
day when an influential cen- 
trist block backed his cam- 
paign for the French pres- 
idency. 

Members of toe Union for 
French Democracy (UDF) 
party led by former President 
Valery Giscaid D’Estaing 
were the latest to jump on 
Mr. Chirac's bandwagon as 
his lead in the polls widened 
over Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Jospin. 

Balladur supporters 
reacted by lashing oat at 
those whose allegiance 
appeared to shift wnh the 
political winds. 

“I have no respect for 
those who rally, their hand 
on their heart... to whoever is 
leading in the polls," Educa- 
tion Minister Francois 
Bayrou said on France-3 tele- 
vision, attacking “the weath- 
er vanes who turn toward 
Jacques Chirac.” 

Marie-Josephe Balladnr, 
the premier's wife, in her first 
newspaper interview, pre- 
dicted her husband would 
turn things around in time for 
the April-May election. 

“I fold him more at peace 
than usual, more calm," she 
told Le Journal Du Diman- 
che. “It’s his battle. He will 
pursue it and wants to win." 

Campaigning on the Indian 
Ocean island of Reunion, 
Mr. Jospin agreed the cam- 
paign was not yet over. 

“What was not a sure thing 
for Mr. Balladur is also not a 
sure thing for Mr. Chirac,” 
he told a campaign rally. 





Hundreds of Shi’ite Muslim mourners cany 
coffins daring toe funeral ceremony of seven 
children who were killed in a bomb blast. 
Twelve people were killed and several others 


injured when a bomb exploded in front of a 
Shi’ite Muslim mosque in Ka rach i Friday 
(AFP photo) 


13 killed in fresh Karachi violence; 
critics lash out at Ms. Bhutto 


KARACHI, Pakistan (Agen- 
cies) — Nine political activ- 
ists were shot dead in a hit- 
and-run attack, among 13 
people killed Sunday in 
Karachi's latest violence. 
Also, critics lashed out at 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to for failing to take strong 
action to halt the bloodshed. 

In a related development, 
police arrested about 100 
people Saturday nigbt and 
Sunday in a roundup of sus- 
pects. But none has been 
charged in the recent terrorist 
attacks that have plagued the 
huge port city. 

The latest mass killing 
occurred in western Karachi, 
where two rival factions of. 
the Mohajir Qaumi Move- 
ment (MOM), an opposition 
group, have waged repeated 
battles. 

Gunmen with automatic 
weapons killed nine people 
when they fired on an office 
belonging to the MQM (Ha- 
qiqi) faction, according to 
police, who said the attackers 
probably came from the 
opposing MQM (Altaf) fac- 
tion. Police in armoured cars 
were dispatched to the area 
to prevent further violence. 

Police said they found four 
additional bodies in other 
violence scattered around 
Karachi. - 

Karachi has been the scene 
of almost daily violence for 
more than a year, and nearly 
500 people have been killed 
in the past three months. 

The violence attracted in- 
ternational attention this past 
week when two U.S. di- 
plomatic personnel were 
fatally shot as they headed to 
work at the U.S. consulate. 

The flag-draped coffins of 
the two victims, Jackie Van 
Landingham and Gary 
Durell, were flown out on 
U.S. Air Force plane Satur- 
day evening. The flight was 
to arrive Sunday at Andrews 
Air Force Base outside 
Washington. An FBI team is 
in Karachi to help search for 
toe unidentified attackers. 


So for there have been no 
breakthroughs. The Amer- 
icans are offering a $2 million 
reward for information on 
the killers, and are preparing 
to put up posters giving de- 
tails, the U.S. consulate said 
Sunday. 

Ms. Bhutto, meanwhile, 
held urgent talks Saturday 
with government and security 
officials in Karachi. There 
wi]] be stepped up police 
patrols around mosques and 
other areas targetted for 
attack, but she announced no 
new plans to combat the trou- 
ble. 

“It's as though she plays 
the same tape recording ev- 
ery time she is here in 
Karachi,” said Ghafoor 
Ahmad, deputy leader of 
Jamaat-E-Islami, an opposi- 
tion party. “This government 
is incapable of ensuring the 
life ana security of the peo- 
ple.” 

Ms. Bhutto withdrew the 
army from the streets at the 
end of November, saying 
police were capable of main- 
taining order in toe volatile 
city. 

However, police have not 
been able to stop the spirall- 
ing violence or track down 
the killers. There have been 
about a dozen terrorist 
attacks in' Karachi so far this’- 
year, but none of the cases" 
have been solved. 

Several leading members 
of Ms. Bhutto’s ruling Pakis- 
tan People's Party said pri- 
vately that they were dis- 
appointed she had not taken 
stronger measures. 

Shoid Bokhari, one of the 
top leaders of MQM (AJtaf), 
said Friday that the blame for 
the violence should fall 
squarely on Ms. Bhutto's 
government. 

“They are making fools of 
themselves," Mr. Bokhari 
said of the government. 
“They don’t know who is 
doing he killing and they 
can’t stop it.” 

The local government, in- 


cluding police protection, is 
widely seen as incompetent 
and there's a growing sense 
of lawlessness in Karachi, 
which serves as Pakistan's 
business capital. 

Ms. Bhutto has blamed the 
fighting on ethnic, political, 
and religious rivalries. She 
said the country's powerful 
drug mafia was involved, and 
also blamed a “foreign 
hand.” a reference to archriv- 
al India. 

Meanwhile a senior Iranian 
official Sunday urged Pakis- 
tan to take steps to end 
attacks on Shi'ites in spirall- 
ing violence in Karachi. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alaeddin Bunidjerdi told toe 
Iran daily that he deplored 
“the development of sectar- 
ianism in Pakistan in toe 
course of the past years, 
which threatens this country. 

“We expect the Pakistani 
government to make efforts 
to end toe massacre of Mus- 
lims by foreign terrorist 
agents.” 

He did not specify who the 
“foreign agents” were but the 
Iranian press has accused 
Saudi Arabia and toe United 
States of financing and man- 
ipulating the militant Sunni 
movement the • Sipah-E- 
Sahaba, blamed, by Iraq. foe 
'most fifthe" violence against 
the SfiPrtes. ' 

The Iranian media has 
criticised Pakistan of not 
being tough enough in its 
hunt for those carrying out 
toe attacks and has warned 
the continuing violence could 
harm relations between 
Tehran and Islamabad. 

The English-language Iran 
News said Sunday that toe 
government had “lost control 
over Pakistan’s largest city.” 

And it added in its editorial 
that “Pakistan is heading to- 
wards the creation of a situa- 
tion where the threat to the 
country’s internal security is 
reaching such proportion as 
to prepare the ground for a 
military take-over.” 


Buthelezi gives ultimatum to Zulu king 


UMLAZI, South Africa 
(AFP) — Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP) leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi turned the 
screws Sunday on Zulu King 
Goodwin Zwelithini, giving 
him two months to unite the 
Zulu nation or face being 
sidelined. 

Speaking to 10,000 suppor- 
ters at a stadium in this black 
township on toe fringe of the 
Indian Ocean port city of 
Durban, Mr. Buthelezi said if 
the monarch did not call an 
“imbizo,” or national gather- 
ing, in two months, Zulu 
chiefs would call one them- 
selves. 

Mr. Buthelezi said the 
monarch was loved by his 
subject and ought to lead the 
fight for the restoration of the 
Zulu kingdom, but if King 
Zwelithini refused to, Zulu 
chiefs would go ahead with- 
out him. 

Sunday's meeting, also an 
“imbizo," was called by'IFP- 
aligned chiefs who have ac- 


cused toe king of forgetting 
his followers. 

The rally was held in de- 
fiance of King Zwelithini, 
who claims only he has the 
authority to call an “imbizo." 
The monarch’s advisers claim 
the gathering was a deliber- 
ate attempt to dethrone King 
Zwelithini. 

Mr. Buthelezi said, howev- 
er, it was tailed to bind the 
six million Zulus living under 
tribal rule in KwaZulu-Natal 
province to a new “cove- 
nant” aimed at restoring the 
Zulu kingdom and creating a 
constitutional monarchy. 

Under the covenant. King 
Zwelithini would become a 
constitutional monarch with 
no political power while the 
province would be empo- 
wered with sufficient auton- 
omy to ensure Zulu self- 
determination. 

Mr. Buthelezi, who is also 
home affairs minister in 
South Africa’s government of 


Sri Lanka offers talks with rebels in April 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
an President Chandrika Ban- 
daranaike Kumaratunga has 
invited Tamil Rebels to open 
political talks with toe gov- 
ernment next month, official 
sources said Sunday. 

“She sent a letter to rebel 
leader Velupillai Prabhakar- 
an last week saying the gov- 
ernment is prepared to start 
political talks between April 
2 and 10,” one source told 
Reuters. 

The source said Mrs. 
Kumaratunga had told Mr. 
Prabhakaran that the govern- 
ment’s package of proposals 
to end toe island’s ethnic 
conflict, in which more than 
30,000 have died since 1983. 
would be sent before political 


talks were held. 

There were unconfirmed 
reports that toe Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), fighting for a sepa- 
rate homeland for minority 
Tamils, had agreed to politic- 
al negotiations. 

Earlier the rebels had in- 
sisted that political talks 
would start only after toe 
imm ediate problems of resi- 
dents in the northern Jaffna 
peninsula were resolved. 

Talks between both rides 
on ending the government's 
economic embargo on the 
j amil -held peninsula and on 
reconstruction and safe pas- 
sage, which began after Mrs. 
Kumaratunga's People’s 
Alliance won parliamentary 


national unity, told the meet- 
ing central government 
attempts to interfere in the 
affairs of the Zulu nation had 
succeeded in isolating the 
king from his subjects. 

The IFP leader has grown 
steadily apart from King 
Zwelithini, his nephew, since 
September. 

The split began when King 
Zwelithini sacked Mr. 
Buthelezi as his traditional 
prime minister, saying he 
wanted to move away from 
party politics. 

Mr. Buthelezi, however, 
cl aims that the monarch has 
moved into toe camp of toe 
IFP's arcb-rivals. Nelson 
Mandela's African National 
Congress (ANC), and is 
being manipulated by ANC- 
supporting Zulu chiefs. 

On Sunday, he said Zulu 
chiefs were trying to pave the 
way to allow toe king to 
return from “spiritual exile" 
to his people. 


yuiiii uui August, have been 
deadlocked since January. 

Meanwhile, for three days 
this week, unidentified 
attackers threw stones as big 
as bricks at employees and 
builders driving to the ate of 
a new Voice Of America 
(VOA) relay station, U.S. 
officials said Friday. 

No one was hurt, but 10 
vehicles were damaged in the - 
attacks Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday, said a state- 
ment from the U.S. Informa- 
tion Service. 

“Witnesses say that a small 
number of persons, no more 
than six, appear responsible 
for the attacks, hiding behind 
trees and houses and emerg- 
ing to stone passing vehi- 
cles,” it said. 


Croatia allows U.N. troops to stay for now 

Akashi’s plane hit by gunfire 
while landing at Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — A gun- 
shot hit the jet carrying U.N. 
special envoy Yasushi Akashi 
as it landed at Sarajevo Air- 
port Sunday, piercing toe 
fuselage and narrowly mis- 
sing a passenger’s head, U.N. 
officials said. 

A bullethole was clearly 
visible on the right side of the 
plane's fuselage just behind 
the rear window. Now one 
was reported injured in the 
incident. 

‘This was an outrageous 
attack against the (U.N.) 
secretary general’s special 
representative," said 
Lieutenant : Golonel Gary Co- 
ward, a U.N. spokesman in 
Sarajevo. 

NATO warplanes thun- 
dered over the airport after- 
wards in a display of strength, 
firing chaff and flares to con- 
fuse any anti-aircraft missiles. 

U.N. sources who were 
present at the airport as Mr. 
Akashi landed said at least 
three shots were fired and 
seemed to have come from 
Bosnian Serb positions south 
and east of the runway. 

The airport sites between 
Bosnian government and 
separatist Serb front lines. 

The incident was toe most 
serious attack on a senior 
U.N. official in nearly three 
years of conflict in Bosnia. 

Reporters asked Me*. 
Akashi whether the country 
was sliding back towards war. 
“I would not use such a 
dramatic term but we are 
concerned about the de? . 
gradation of the situation,'’ 
he said. 

“The purpose of my visit is 
to see if we can stem the tide 
of this degradation.” 

Bosnian government and 
Serb leaders signed a four- 
month truce and a related 


freedom of movement agree- 
ment which expire on May 1. 
Increasingly serious viola- 
tions of the accords prompted 
Mr. Akashi’s visit. 

A Red Cross plane was hit 
by a machinegun round 
Saturday at the airport, 
which then dosed for the 
day. 

Sniper fire has claimed a 
number of victims in 
■ Sarajevo over the past week, 
including two young girls who 
were killed on the Serb side 
of the line Saturday. 

In retaliation, Bosnian 
Serbs dosed key civilian 
supply routes in and out of 
the dty, known locally as 
“blue routes” because they 
are policed by U.N. 
peacekeepers. 

Serb harassment of U.N. 
resupply and humanitarian 
aid efforts in Bosnia has also 
increased dramatically in re- 
cent days. 

Sporadic shelling of toe 
Bosnian capital, beginning 
just after midnight Sunday, 
killed one person and wound- 
ed another. An explosion in 
central Sarajevo Sunday 
morning, shortly after Mr. 
Akashi arrived, killed one 
person qnd wounded a 
second, U.N. sources said. 

Mr. Akashi had two days 
of talks scheduled with Bos- 
nian government and Serb 
leaders. 

“I think the (warring) par- 
ties have not excluded toe 
military option,” Mr. Akashi 
said. 

“For that reason I think 
they are testing each other. 
But at this time it is urgent 
for them to recommit them- 
selves again to the peace pro- 
cess and* to greater coopera- 
tion with UNPROFOR 
(U-N. Protection Force) to 


achieve it.” ■ 

The special envoy arrived 
in Sarajevo accompanied by 
Lieutenant-General Bernard 
Janvier, the U.N. force com- 
mander for former Yugosla- 
via. and Lieutenant-General 
Rupert Smith, the U.N. com- 
mander for Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, Croatia agreed 
Sunday that U.N. troops 
could remain on it soil until 
they are replaced by a scaled- 
down force, a move ha fled by 
the United States as a major 
step in preventing a wider 
Balkan war. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman and U.S. Vice Pres- 
ident A1 Gore announced toe 
deal, which has yet to be 
negotiated at toe United Na- 
tions and could prove diffi- 
cult to put into practice, after 
meeting on toe margins of a 
U.N. Soda! Summit. 

“This is very good news... I 
consider this a major step 
away from war and towards 
peace,” Mr. Gore told a news 
conference. 

Croatia had said previously 
that some 12,000 U.N. troops 
would have to leave after 
their mandate expires at toe 
end of this month, complain- 
ing that toe force did no more 
than consolidate the bold of 
rebel Serbs over part of 
Croatia. 

The U.N. peacekeeping 
force was put in place to 
separate Croatian govern- 
ment soldiers and rebel Serbs 
in early 1992 after six months 
of war in which 10,000 people 
were killed. 

The United States and its 
Western allies have been 
working frantically to get 
Croatia to reverse toe deci- 
sion . since they feared a new 
conflict could flare up, espe- 
cially since a shaky ceasefire 


in neighbouring Bosnia is due 
to end on May 1. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali also met Mr. 
Tudjman in Copenhagen 
Sunday and said in a state- 
ment afterwards he was 
“pleased with this develop- 
ment.” Dr. Ghali and Mr. 
Tudjman will meet again in 
New York later this week. 

The agreement to provide 
a new force, expected to 
number around 5.000 troops, 
allowed Mr. Tujdman to 
demy be had backed down 
from earlier demands that toe 
current U.N. force leave. 

“Croatia only wanted to 
speed up the solution of the 
problem of the occupied 
parts of Croatia," Mr. Tndj- 
man said. 

Mr. Gore expressed sym-. 
patoy for Croatia’s frustra- 
tions over the Serb-held Kra- 
jina region, which makes qp 
around one third of the for- 
mer Yugoslav republic. But 
he added: 

“I expressed our deep con- 
cern that toe departure of toe 
U.N. presence from the 
scene now would lead to full- 
scale war between Croatian 
Serbs and government 
forces.” 

The United States would 
push for a new U.N. Security 
Council resolution on a re- 
placement force to be ready 
by the end of March. If that 
did not happen, Mr. Gore 
said, there would be “an in- 
terim period” during which 
the current force could re- 
main. 

Having insisted for weeks 
that U.N. troops would have 
to leave by June following the 
expiry of their mandate, Mr. 
Tudjman said Sunday: 
“There is no deadline.” 


Baltic leaders cool towards Russian invitation 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Bal- 
tic leaders agreed Sunday to 
wait. .and..- watch Russia’s be-., 
bavfour over coming weeks 
- before deciding if they should 
attend May celebrations in 
Moscow marking toe 50th 
anniversary of toe end of 
World War H. 

Latvian President Guntis 
Ulmanis said he and his coun- 
terparts from Estonia and 
Lithuania, Lennart Meri and 
Algirdas Brazauskas, met on 


the sidehens of a U-N. Social 
Summit to discuss. relations 
with Russia and other issues. 

“Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia suffered greatly dur- 
ing Soviet occupation. The 
feeling at home is that these 
three countries should not go 
to Moscow,” Mr. Ulmanis 
told Reuters. 

“We have made no deci- 
sion yet. We have to consider 
the situation in Russia — how* 


democratic toe situation is on 
May 8 and 9,” Mr. Ulmanis 
added, speaking through an 

interpreter. 

The three Baltic states 
were annexed by toe Soviet 
Union in 1940 and deep 
suspicion and bitterness to- 
wards Russia still remain, 
three years after their inde- 
pendence. 

Mr. Uhnanis said that any 
decision to accept the invita- 


tion to Moscow would have 
to be accompanied by mea.- . 
lares, to . ease Baltic. 
apprehensions,'heightened of 
late by Russia's use of mas- 
sive force against separatist 
rebels in its Ghccbenya re- 
gion. 

“We would have to explain 
to our people what guaran- 
tees we bad that events ofthe 
last 50 yeais will not be repe- 
ated,” Mr. Ulmanis said. 


Seoul police storm speaker’s home, end protest 


SEOUL (R) — Riot police 
stormed the official residence 
of South Korea’s parliamen- 
tary speaker Sunday, freeing 
him and ending a six-day 
protest by opposition law- 
makers, witnesses said. 

They said about 300 police 
forced their way into the 
occupied residence of 
National Assembly Speaker 
Hwang Nak-Joo, who had 
been prevented from leaving 
his home by 10 members of 
parliament from the main 
opposition Democratic Party 

demonstrators, angry 
over the government’s prop- 
osed changes to electoral 
laws, left voluntarily after 


confronting the police. 

Police also raided the 
home of Vice-Speaker Lee 
Han-Dong and ejected 
another group of DP law- 
makers, witnesses said. 'The 
opposition members, who 
had occupied Mr. Lee’s resi- 
dence since Monday, scuffled 
briefly with police before 
being expelled. 

. A DP spokesman later said 
one of the party lawmakers 
was injured during the scuf- 
fle. Details of toe injury were 
not available. 

The DP called an emergen- 
cy meeting of all party mem- 
bers and decided to demand 
an apology from the govern- 
ment for the police raid and 


the immediate dismissal of 
Home Minister Kfan Yong- 
Tae, National Policy Agency 
Commissioner General Park 
Il-Yong and Seoul Police 
Director Ahn Byong-Uk, the 
spokesman said. 

He said DP leader Lee 
Ki-Taek and other party 
board members had already 
begun sit-ins at the National 
Assembly in protest against 
tire police raid. 

“The other party members 
will join toe sit-ins tomor- 
row,” he added. 

The protests would con- 
tinue until toe rating demo- 
cratic Liberal Party (DLP) 
abandoned plans to ram an 


electoral bill through parlia- 
ment, he said. “We will not 
sit idly watching toe DLP 
railroading the election bill.” 

The DP called the police 
mobilisation “another act of 
violence committed by the 
government and toe rating 
party, leaving a stain on our 
nation's democratic political 
history.” 

A DLP spokesman said toe 
DP’s “vicious habit of resort- 
ing to physical means” had 
prompted the police in- 
tervention and called the 
DP’s protests “shameful". 
He urged opposition mem- 
bers to return to parliament. 


Italy’s Prodi boosted by Popular Party decision 


ROME (Agencies) — Eco- 
nomist Romano Prodi’s bid 
to become Italian prime 
minister at a general election 
later this year gained momen- 
tum Sunday after toe influen- 
tial Popular Parfy (FPI) re- 
jected a pact with his rival 
Silvio Berlusconi. 

FPI leader Rocoo Buttig- 
lione wanted to join forces 
with media magnate Berlus- 
coni's centre-right Freedom 
Alliance for Apnl 23 regional 
elections but toe party’s rul- 
ing National Council Mocked 
the move in a vote on Satur- 
day night. 


The regional polls will in- 
volve millions of voters and 
are the first major test of 
Italian public opinion since 
Mr. Berlusconi was forced to 
resign as prime minister fol- 
lowing a mutiny by his North- 
ern League coalition partner 
last December. 

Next month's vote is seen 
as a dress rehearsal for a 
genera] election which poli- 
tical commentators say is in- 
evitable later this year, either 
in June or October. 

The general election is 
likely to pit Mr. Berlusconi's 
Freedom Alliance against a 
centre-left led by Catholic 
economist Prodi, former 
chairman of the huge IRI 
state holding. 

The PPI, successor to toe 
scandal-stained Christian 
Democrats, is now likely to 


throw its weight behind Mr. 
Prodi who already has the 
backing of the former Com- 
munist Democratic Parfy of 
the Left (PDS). 

“I believe that tins vote 
will give Proto toe counter- 
weight be urgently needed,” 
Beniamino Andreatta, PPI 
leader in toe lower house, 
told daily Corriere Della 
Sera. 

“He now has an anchor to 
the centre,” Mr. Andreatta 
added. 

The PPTs share of the vote 
is only around 10 pm- cent tat 
that could prove enough to 
swing any general election. 

“This is a great omen for 
the future of & country and 
for the work I have ahead of 
me,” said Mr. Proto, who will 
take his message to the peo- 
ple when he begins a tour of 
Italy in a second-hand coach 
in the southeastern town of 
Lecce Monday. 

T have daily evidence that 
people want a decisive rejec- 
tion of alliances with toe 
right,” added Mr. Prodi, who 
enjoyed toe political support 
of toe old Christian Demo- 
crats, the party that ruled 
Italy for almost 50 years after 
World War H. 

The PPI vote was a victory 
for toe party’s left wing, 
opposed to any deal with a 
Berlusconi bloc in which the 
hard right National Alhance 
is a key partner. 


But the outcome was de- 
sperately dose — 102 to 99 
with one abstention — re- 
flecting deep divirions within 
die PPI. Leader Buftigbcme, 
a Catholic philosopher and 
friend of Pope John Paul, is 
now expected to resign. 

Political attention in Italy 
will now switch to the lower 
house of parliament which 
Monday will begin debating 
Prime Minister Lamberto 
Dun's supplementary 1995 
budget 

The house is expected to 
vote on the 20 trillion tire 
($12 btifion) package Tues- 
day evening or early Wednes- 
day. 

Its passage is seen as vital 
to reassure financial markets 
but toe Freedom Alliance has 
said it will oppose toe pack- ■ 
age, leaving toe outcome bar 
lanced on a knife-edge. 

“The lower bouse wfll 
approve the budget,” Fi- 
nance Minister Augusto Fan- 
tozzi confidently predicted at 
toe weekend. It would then 
have to return to the Senate 
(upper house) for final 
approval before becoming 
law. 

Mr. Dini took office in 
January at the bead of a 
stop-gap “government of ex- 
perts” from outside party 
politics. 

Mr. Dini hopes to have 
pension reform — the last 
and trickiest item on his li- 


mited four-point agenda — | 
approved by parliament by 
the end of April. 

That would allow him tc 
step down and pave the wm 
for the June election Mr 
Berlusconi and his supporter 
want. i 

The Popular Parfy, Sunda 
postponed a derision o 
whether to split. 

The PPI pa t off toe dec 
si on until Thursday while i 
different factions consider* 
their next moves in a dispc 
over the movement’s pohti| 
direction. j 

Political analysts Suntt 
said that despite the pig 
ponement of any dedsil 
the PPI was now in grff 
danger, of falling apart. B 
The right-wing faction Jg 
porting Mr. Bctiigfiooe . edi 
join Mr. Beriusconi whitesf 
left-wing could move inif 
centre-left coalition withal 
PDS and a group aroundJS 
Proto, analysts said. g| 
Some supporters of §§ 
Buttiglione called form 
vote Saturday to be antra 
because three exccfljl 
members in their factions 
been excluded from thB 
on the grounds that th^n 
under investigation foSB 
rnption. 

But toe executive paflB 
motion Sunday ranh^ljp 
party leaders to rings 
Saturday’s vote when jV 
ing for me regional eie»K 
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Education under scrutiny 

THE MINISTRY of Education’s recently- 
announced plans to convene a national con-, 
ference on education in a few weeks’ time, 
with the bask aim of charting new education- 
al policies for the country, could not have 
come at a more appropriate time. If any- 
thing, holding such a conference is long 
overdue since Jordan is hard put to cope with 
the rapid changes in educational policies on a 
global scale and needs to get moving now. As 
Minister of Education Abdul Raouf Rawab- 
deh remarked yesterday the issue of educa- 
tion is both important and pressing. This 
means that there should be immediate and 
open discussion in order to prepare the 
groundwork for the proposed three-day 
meeting in Amman . Needless to say, educa- 
tors and intellectuals should have the oppor- 
tunity to organise their thoughts and make 
them known well in advance. 

It is also a well-known fact that our school 
curricula and methods of education are 
archaic in comparison with the continually 
updated and improving educational stan- 
dards in many other countries of the world. 
On top of the list of our priorities should be 
how to Improve the quality of teachers and 
their methods of teaching. It is not going to 
be possible to do much in this regard very 
quickly since it will be a process that requires 
time, effort and Investment. The same goes 
for reexamining our school books. Private 
schools in the country have been ex- 
perimenting with the introduction of contem- 
porary and creative textbooks, but not with- 
out facing hassle or objections from the 
bureaucracy in the ministry. Imposing one 
policy on aQ learning institutions, whether 
private or public, has effectively deprived the 
country of the opportunity to move ahead 
with solid educational plans. Furthermore, 
the Tawjihi exams are still the ultimate focus 
of all school students in spite of all the efforts 
to replace them with more useful and objec- 
tive secondary educational tests. The nega- 
tive features of the Tawjihi go beyond its 
arbitrariness and touches on the heart of the 
overall educational policy of the country. 
Maintaining the Tawjihi and imposing it on 
all schools across the board has, in our 
opinion, disrupted the orderly evolution of a 
truly modern educational system. 

This is, in a nutshell, why we attach 
considerable importance to the upcoming 
conference which we view also as a venue to 
air out new ideas on how best to educate our 
children. And that is why we should contri- 
bute to its success since its impact will affect 
all of us in the future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Sunday said in its editorial that the 
current regional tour by U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher comes at a time when there are intensified 
efforts to unify Arab stands in the face of clear Israeli 
intrasigence and procrastination attempts in im- 
plementing international legitimacy resolutions, particular- 
ly at the Syrian and Lebanese tracks of negotiations. The 
newspaper said that the American move followed an 
announcement by the U.S. that it hopes that Saudi Arabia 
would contribute to pushing the Middle East peace process 
forward and a similar one by Israel. But to realise this 
hope, the U.S. has to take a clear stand on Israeli 
procrastination attempts, and the Israeli hope requires 
lerious dealing with international legitimacy resolution and 
ipplying them, the paper added. It said if the Syrian 
wsition looks pessimistic even before the arrival of Mr. 
Christopher, this is because Syria’s experience with the 
J.S.-supported Israeli stand calls for nothing else, espe- 
ially with the approach of the Israeli ana American 
lections, which wul make peace a secondary issue for both 
des. The paper concluded that the peace process is an 
tegral part in which all the involved parties should carry 
it their required role if they really want the process to 
ntinue and to bear fruits. 

COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour, Hamada Fara’neh, 
nday commended a decision by Saudi Arabia to allow 
daman and Palestinian workers to bring their families to 
territories. The writer said the Saudi decision was not 
y taken in response to a human right and social need, 
also In response to a political thaw in relations between 
adh on one hand ana Amman and Gaza on the other, 
said the 400,000 Jordanians and Palestinians working in 
di Arabia not only support their families, but they also 
*titute an important source of foreign currencies for the 
tanian and Palestinian market. Based on that, the 
anian and Palestinian governments should rise up to 
evel of responsibility in tackling problems and needs of 
i people and provide them with government and 
ical support to help them while working in Saudi 
<ia and other Arab Gulf countries as well as to assist 
ion makers in these countries in expanding .reliance 
ird anian and Palestinian workforce. 



Human Rights File 


By Waleed Sa’di 


What is ‘haram’ for the poor 
is ‘haram’ for the rich 


Will Rabin stand 
down in 1996? 

By Haim Baram turn to Mr. Peres. 


A VERY interesting debate broke out recently between 
Sheikh Said A1 Hijjawi, the mufti of the Kingdom, and the 
Mufti of Egypt Mohammad Tantawi over the issue of 
smoking and its acceptability by Islam. The controversy 
between the two sides was triggered by the fatwa of the 
Egyptian mufti, stipulating that while smolting for the poor 
is “haram,” prohibited, smoking by the rich is “makrouh," 
undesirable. Mufti Tantawi bared this religious edict on a 
saying in the Holy Koran which reads: “Eat and drink in 
moderation for God does not like people who spend 
lavishly.” For Sheikh Tantawi, the rich can afford to spend 
their money on cigarettes but the poor cannot without 
jeopardising the socio-economic welfare of their respective 
families. 

Mufti Hajjawi immediately took exception to his Egyp- 
tian counterpart’s fatwa and rebutted the differential 
treatment to the rich that was suggested by Sheikh 
Tantawi. Sheikh Hijjawi’s construction of the Islamic view 
on the dangers of smoking took another root, which I 
found more convincing and profound. Islam, he pointed 
out, is based on the attainment of good things in life and 
the prevention of the bad. Accordingly, Sheikh Hijjawi 
concluded that because smoking constitutes a health 
hazard, its rejection must be applied equally to all people 
whether rich or poor. One does not have to be a religious 
authority to agree with Sheikh Hijjawi and reject out of 


hand the interpretation of Sheikh Tantawi. 

The central issue here is whether smoking is detrimental 
to human life. This much has been substantiated by modern 
medicine to the satisfaction of all sides. Since this is the 
case, how can anybody condone smoking by the rich on the 
flimsy argument that the wealthy can afford to spend 
money on smoking and therefore there is no religious 
objection. God, Sheikh Hijjawi said, condoned the good 
and forbade the bad. As smoking is bad to peoples’ health, 
it falls under the criteria of things that are evil and must be 
foresake □. I wonder if we are prepared to go as for as 
Sheikh Hijjawi and make the sale, possession and use of 
cigarettes a “baram” that the government and the public 
should act in union to outlaw altogether. It so happens that 
there is a convergence of perspectives between modern 
science and Islam on this issue and one wonders when the 
Muslim Nation would take an affirmative action against 
smoking accordingly. It will be noticed that even the 
prohibition of smolting in public places in Jordan is neither 
enforced nor respected by the public. That shows the 
extent and depth of our adherence to Islam. Hopefully 
someone in Parliament could pick up this point so that the 
Ministry of Health would really do something effective 
against smoking. Likewise, it would be like a breath of 
fresh air if Friday’s sermons would also take up this point 
with a view to extol the people to respect God’s wishes on 
smolting. 


EU looks southwards 


By G.H. Jansen 

IN RETROSPECT, the 
two-day seminar which was 
held i% Nicosia last week 
produced some positive re- 
sults. 

The seminar, organised 
by the Lisbon-based North- 
South Centre of the Council 
of Europe as part of its 
trans-Mediterranean prog- 
ramme, gave indications 
that the Council of Europe , 
has decided that it has to 
pay at. least the same atten- 
tion to its south, the 
Mediterranean area, as to 
the east, the former com- 
munist bloc. The change of 
focus started when the 
North-South Centre was 
established in 1990, 
“perhaps rather late,” as 
the Spanish representative 
correctly said. 

The focus was prompted 
by the fear that if Europe 
continued to overlook the 
Mediterranean area, that is 
the Muslim Arab countries 
along its southern shore, 
there could be a massive 


influx of refugees into 
Europe. 

But the new focus on the 
Middle East, however du- 
bious its motivation, is a 
good thing, especially for 
Cyprus because the seminar 
decided that the North- 
South Centre needed better 
contacts with the area. That 
could not be provided 
through long-range connec- 
tions with far-distant Lis- 
bon. There are to be two 
liaison offices, one in 
Europe and one in the re- 
gion. The choice was be- 
tween Malta-Jericho and 
Cyprus-Tonis, and the lat- 
ter countries were selected, 
though Cyprus, represent- 
ing Europe, is just as for 
south as Tunis. Yet it would 
be no bad thing if Cyprus, 
because of its new repre- 
sentative role, were com- 
pelled, alongside Tunis, to 
think more of Europe’s 
connection with the south. 

Another new and very 
welcome factor emphasised 
during this seminar was the 
importance given to practic- 


al demonstrations of 
Europe's interest in the 
south, that is to say new 
development projects. The 
Cyprus minister of foreign 
affairs, Aiecos Michaelides, 
who chaired the seminar, 
referred in his.closing state- 
ment to “practical pro- 
jects,” meaning such things 
as schools and clinics and 
technical cooperation, all of 
which would be most wel- 
come, especially by the 
Palestinians and particular- 
ly in the Gaza Strip. 

But the emphasis on 
practicality was somewhat 
devalued when he men- 
tioned, among the practical 
projects, a proposal to 
bring a Europe- 
Mediterranean youth 
orchestra to Cyprus later 
this year. 

This is just the sort of 
airy-fairy approach that has 
dogged the activities of the 
North-South Centre. 

There was a further de- 
valuation of the new Euro- 
pean concern when the 
Israeli representative, Eli 


Dayan, urged Europe to 
carry out its promises to 
help Gaza. This concern of 
his was sickening and 
hypocritical because what 

Mr. Dayan wst In fact 

doing was asking Europe to , 
make up for the 27 years of 
not-so- benign neglect of 
Gaza by the Israeli occu- 
pier. 

And Mr. Dayan became 
positively sinister when he 
urged Europe to show in- 
terest in the forthcoming 
Palestinian elections in 
Gaza and the West Bank, 
fay sending observers, he 
said. This was sinister be- 
cause, on the previous day, 
Mr. Dayan claimed that the 
elections could be held this 
year even if the Israeli army 
did not withdraw from the 
population centres, as 
stipulated in the Oslo 
agreement. A European 
presence would thus legiti- 
mise the Israeli violation of 
the accord and it is to be 
hoped that Europe will not 
foil into this Israeli trap. 


MIDDLE EAST Interna- 
tional (MEI) has learned 
from a source close to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin that be may not run 
for the premiership in 1996. 
During the last two months. 
Mr. Rabin has held a series 
of “soul-searching consulta- 
tions” with his senior advis- 
ers. He is reported to be 
ratfaer depressed, and a 
veteran official in bis office 
told me that his general 
conduct reminds him of 
Menachem Begin just be- 
fore his resignation. 

But some of his political 
allies have different ex- 
planations for Mr. Rabin’s 
doubts and misgivings ab- 
out his future, and refuse to 
subscribe to this theory. 
“The reasons for Rabin’s 
mood have nothing to do 
with his mental health,” an 
aide told MEI on Feb. 26, 
“they are based on perfect- 
ly rational considerations. 
Mr. Rabin lost one general 
election to Likud in 1977, 
and he is very reluctant to 
go down in history as the 
man who lost power twice.” 

A defeat this time round 
will hurt Mr. Rabin's self- 
esteem even more, since 
the election to the position 
of prime minis ter will be 
direct and separate from 
the general elections to the 
Knesset for the first time. 
Most seasoned pollsters are 
convinced that Mr. Rabin 
will lose power to Be- 
il yamin Netanyahu even if 
another right-winger, 
Rafael Eytan of Tzomet, 
refuses to withdraw from 
the race. 

An opinion poll on Feb. 7 
showed Mr. Netanyahu 
would win S3 per cent, Mr. 
Rabin only 24 per cent. 
Ma’ariv’s poll on ’ ' Feb. 14 
asked the usual sample of 
“Jewish adults’* who they 
would vote for if elections 
for prime minister were 
held today: 33 per cent said 
Mr. Netanyahu, 20 per cent 
Mr. Rabin, 4 per cent Mr. 
Eytan, 4 per cent Ariel 

SWon, 10 per oenl Sliiinon 

Peres, 3 per cent Haim 
Ramon, 2 per cent Yossi 
Sand, 1 per cent Dan Men- 
dor. This poll gives 42 per 
cent of the vote to right- 
wing candidates, and only 
35 per cent to the left of 
centre, perhaps, not the 
worst result in recent 
weeks, but portentous 
enough for Mr. Rabin, con- 
sidering the recent virtual 
collapse of the stock ex- 
change and the deadlocked 
peace process. 

By 1996 Mr. Rabin will 
be 75 years old, and his 
natural deputy, Shimon 
Peres, only one year youn- 
ger. Mr. Rabin and his prin- 
cipal aide Shimon Sheves 
have reached the conclu- 
sion that, if Mr. Rabin's 
retirement is not planned 
.carefully and well in adv- 
ance, the panic-stricken 
Labour Party is likely to 


Manoeuvring to keep 
Peres out 

They are determined to 
avoid this option at all 
costs, hence the partial 
reshuffle of the cabinet on 
Feb. 20, pending a further 
shake-up in June. The 
minister of tourism, Ua 
Baram, was appointed 
minister of interior, a posi- 
tion previously held by Mr. 
Rabin himself and sought 
after by Meretz, the junior 
coalition partner. Mr. 
Rabin gave the post to a 
member of his own party in 
order to be in a better 
position to give it to former 
.Chief of Staff Ehud Barak, 
come the June reshuffle. 
Mr. Barak is entitled by law 
to take up a political 
appointment only in June 
1995, after the obligatory 
“cooling-off period” from 
his militar y post. By June 
Mr. Sheves expects Mr. 
Rabin to have made up his 
mind and to act accordingly. 
MEI has learnt that if Mr. 
Barak succeeds Mr. Baram 
at the interior ministry, it 
will be interpreted as sig- 
nalling Mr. Rabin’s, deci- 
sion to contest the' 1996 
elections. Conversely, if 
Mr. Rabin finally decides to 
retire and to announce Ms 
decision after the June 
reshuffle, Mr. Barak will be 
made minister of defence, 
succeeding Mr. Rabin him- 
self in this position. 

This correspondent was 
also told on Feb. 26 that 
Mr. Barak himself is hesi- 
tating. He fears that . it 
might be wrong to join 
Labour now and, according 
to the source, is perfectly 
capable of allying himself 
with his old army mend Mr. 
Netanyahu, in return for 
the defence portfolio in the 
next Likud cabinet. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Sheves are cultivating con- 
tacts with the maverick 
secretary-general of the 
Histadrut, Haim Ramon, as 
ah alternative toil to Mr. 
; Peres. If these contacts bear 
fruit. Mr: Ramon will re- 
. join Labour and the cabinet 
late in 1995. 

Will Mr. Rabin be influ- 
enced by Ins thoughts of 
retirement in his 'dealing 
with the Arabs in general 
and the Palestinians m par- 
ticular? His aides think that 
he will be less likely to be 
affected by short-term poli- 
tical considerations and the 
need to mollify public opin- 
ion, and therefore more 
flexible. Perhaps, but 
judgement on this must be 
reserved since Mr. Rabin's 
own convictions on the 
Palestinian issue and the 
Golan ponstitute an obsta- 
cle to peace in themselves, 
regardless of fickle public 
opinion. 

Middle East International 


Peace cannot be attained without ending refugee plight 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

THE UNITED Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency for 
the Palestine .Refugees 
(UNRWA) has defined 
“refugees”, for the purpose 
of its mandate as estab- 
lished by the U.N. General 
Assembly Resolution 
302(V) of Dec. 8, 1949 as 
“all persons who had lived 
in Palestine for at least two 
years before Arab-Israeli 
conflict of 1948, and who, 
as a result of it, lost both 
their homes and their 
means of earning a living. 
“Article 11 of U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly 194(111) of 
Dec. 11, 1948 applies to the 


the question of refugees, 
among other matters, will 
be dealt with during the 
permanent status negotia- 
tions, which should com- 
mence as soon as possible, 
but not later than the begin- 
ning of the third year of the 
interim period, between the 
government of Israel and 


above-mentioned _ category 
of refugees. This article 
provides that refugees 
wishin g to return to their 
homes and live at peace 
with their neighbours 
should be permitted to do 
so at the earnest practicable 
date, and that compensa- 
tion should be paid for the 
property of those choosing 
not to return and for loss of, 
or damage to, property 
which itndftr principles of 
international law, or in 
equity, should be made 
good by the governments or 
authorities responsible.” 
This resolution has been 
reaffirmed each year by the 
U.N. General Assembly to 
no avail. Israel’s opposition 
to repatriation of the Pales- 
tine refugees has apprently 
Dot changed or diminish ed. 

tinder Paragraph 2 of 
Article V of the Oslo 
accord between Israel and 
the PLO, it is provided that 


permanent status negotia- 
tions are expected to start 
not later than September 
1996. 

Let us, however, leave 
now the question of the 
refugees of 1948 for the 
time being and deal with 
the current and more ur- 
gent problem of the “dis- 
placed” Palestinians, those 
who had fled from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 
consequence of the 1967 
war or who were expelled 
from those territories by 
force or threats. This prob- 
lem was discussed in Am- 
man on March 8, by the 
four parties involved, 
namely Jordan, Egypt, 
Israel and the Palestinian 
representatives. 

The purpose of the meet- 
ing was, I presume, to en- 
hance the right of die dis- 
placed Palestinians to re- 
patriation and the drawing 
tip of a schedule for then- 
gradual return to Gaza 
Strip or the West Bank. But 
apparently the Israeli de- 
legation would not concede 
anything and consequently 
the meeting did not achieve 
any concrete progress with 
the exception of the forma- 
tion of committees. 

What are the legal and 


humanitarian grounds for 
the return of the 'displaced' 
Palestinians to their homes 
in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip? Paragraph 1 of 
die Security Council Re- 
solution 237 of June 14, 
1967 “calls upon the gov- 
ernment of Israel to ensure 
the safety, welfare and 
security of the inhabitants 
of the areas where military 
operations have taken place 
and to facilitate the retain 
of those inhabitants who 
have fled the areas since the 
outbreak of hostilities.” 

Article XII of (he Oslo 
accord provides inter alia, 
for: The constitution of a 
continuing committee that 
will decide by agreement on 
the modalities of admission 
of persons displaced from 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in 1967, together with 
the necessary measures to 
prevent disruption and dis- 
order. Other matters of 
common concern win be 
dealt with by this commit- 
tee.” Paragaph 3 of Annex 
1 of the accord provides 
that: “The future status of 
displaced Palestinians who 
were registered on June 4, 
1967 will not be prejudiced 
because they are unable to 
participate in the election 
process due to practical 
reasons.” 

Article 8 of the Jordan- 
Israel agreement provides, 
inter aha, that the parties 
will seek to resolve the hu- 
man problems caused by 
the conflict in the Middle 
East in appropriate forums, 
in accordance with interna- 
tional law, including the fol- 


lowing: “(a) in the case of 
displaced persons, in a 
quadripartite committee 


It should be observed 
that all the above- 
mentioned agreements con- 
cluded with Israel leave 
much to be desired as for as 
the displaced persons are 
concerned, as neither of 
them explicitly provide for 
the right of return. All of 
them just refer the problem 
to committees for talks or 
debate and this gives Israel 
a golden opportunity to 
procrastinate or prevaricate 
so as to weaken the right of 
return by arrogating to it- 
self the right to admit whom 
it wishes and to limit the 
numbers of those under to 
be repatriated. 

As explained above, the 
distinction between a 
Palestinian ‘refugee’ of 
1948 and a ‘displaced’ per- 
son of 1967 is quite dear. 
But there may arise cases 
where a Palestinian is at the 
same time a ‘refuge’ of 1948 
and a ‘displaced’ person as 
a Palestinian xnijdit have 
left Ms home in 1948 in 
what is now called Israel 
and lived thereafter in the 
West Bank or in Gaza Strip 
and then left either of these 
two areas before or after 
1967. The Arab position 
defines a displaced person 
as the one who had left the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
as a result of the 1967 war, 
including those persons 
who were then ontside 
those areas but were not 
able or were not allowed by 


Israel to return to them. 
The Arab parties estimate 
the Dumber of those per- 
sons at about 800,000 (ab- 
out 600,000 from the West 
Bank and about 200,000 
from Gaza Strip) but Israel 
claims that the number as 

much less than that. It is 
relevant to mention here 
that under the pressure of 
world opinion and United 
Nations resolutions, Israel 
announced in July 1967 that 
it would allow the repatria- 
tion of displaced pereons of 
the 1967 war but it imposed 
such conditions and time 
limits that only 14,000 of 
the displaced persons were 
permitted to return while at 
the same time it expelled 
some 17,000 out of the 
West Bank alone. 

Israel argues the right of 
return does hot apply to 
displaced persons’ descen- 
dants or persons who hap- 
pened to be outside the 
occupied territories at the 
outbreak of 1967 hostilities. 
Israel's arguments do not 
withstand the test of scru- 
tiny as they do not conform 
with logic or justice, nor are 
they consistent with the 
common sense interpreta- 
tion of Article 1 of the 
above-quoted Security 
Council Resolution 237, In 
June 1967, the Security 
Council members were pri- 
marily concerned with the 
safety, welfare and security 
of the inhabitants of the 
areas where military opera- 
tions were taking place and 
had therefore to deal 
urgently with the problem 
of tile inhabitants who fled 


the areas on account of the 
hostilities Security Council 
members did not exclude, 
nor was there any intention 
on their part to exclude, 
those inhaMtants of the 
West Bank to the Gaza 
Strip who were at that time 
outside those territories. 
Furthermore, Article 13 (2) 
of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights of 
1948 dearly stipulates that: 
“Everyone has the right to 
leave any country m eluding 
Ms own and the right to 
return to it.” 

In conclusion. Israel can- 
not deny the right to any 
Palestinian and Ms family 
or his descendants to return 
to the West Bank or Gaza 
Strip, whether the head of 
the family had left those 
territories before or after 
1967. After all, those areas 
are occupied territories 
from which Israel is bound 
to withdraw under interna- 
tional law and U.N. Re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and 
the Oslo accord. Therefore, 
any displaced person as de- 
fined above should be per- 
mitted to return and live at 
peace with the neighbours. 
Lastly, does not the govern- 
ment of Israel admit to 
Israel any Jew who comes 
from the farthest corner of 
Earth and automatically 
grant Mm citizenship under 
the Law of Return. For 
much stronger reasons and 
grounds, Palestinians and 
their descendants have the 
1 inherent right to return to 
their ancestral land in the 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. 
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Christopher sees chance of 
Israel-Syria breakthrough 

HAMACOTC/Am IT e 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — U.S 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher on Sunday spoke 
of new hope for a break- 
through on the stalled Israeli- 
Syrian track of the peace 
process ahead of talks here 
with President Hafez A1 
Assad. 

“I feel we have a new 
opportunity on that track,” 
Mr. Christopher told repor- 
ters in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
before heading here for talks 
Monday with the Syrian lead- 
er. He was due to arrive late 
Sunday. 

Meanwhile, Syria indicated 
it was in no mood to make 
territorial concessions to 
break the deadlock in talks 
with Israel, which have re- 
mained suspended since 
February 1994. 

“Ignomig the core of the 
problem will only lead to 
further conflicts and bloody 
violence in the region and 
peace will never be estab- 
lished so long as Israel con- 
tinues to occupy Arab land,” 
said the Syria Times. 

The government newspap- 
er Tishrin stressed “Syria 
cannot exchange peace for 
Israeli promises. 

“Experience has shown us 
that Israel does not respect its 
promises and that its territo- 
rial ambitions have blinded 
its leaders," it added. 

The Israeli -Syrian talks are 
deadlocked over the scope 


and timing of an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has refused a 
•total withdrawal from the 
Golan, offering instead a 
small-scale troop pullout 
from the strategic plateau 
over a period of 30-36 months 
to test Syria’s desire for 
peace. Syria swiftly turned it 
down. 

Mr. Christopher failed 
seven times last year to break 
the deadlock. The talks in 
Damascus will be his first 
with Syrian leaders this year. ' 

He said Sunday that recent 
statements by Mr. Rabin 
were “an indication that he 
(Rabin) felt that it was feasi- 
ble for him to move ahead on 
that track." 

Speaking after talks with 
Mr. Christopher Thursday, 
Mr. Rabin said he was ready 
to resume contacts with Syria 
quickly. 

The Syrian and Israeli 
army chiefs-of-staff met in 
Washington on Dec. 22. 

U.S. Middle East coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross held talks 
with Israeli chief-of-staff 
Amnon Shahak Saturday on 
the security guarantees de- 
manded by Israel ahead of a 
withdrawal from the Golan. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Maariv reported that Mr. 
Rabin had given a message to 
Mr. Christopher for the Sy- 


rians. 

The message was, “the 
Israeli government can over- 
come the differences with 
Syria, that it has the political 
strength to make a peace 
accord and to win a referen- 
dum on the issue." 

Mr. Rabin has promised a 
referendum if Israel returns a 
substantia] area of the Golan. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres told Sunday's Haaretz 
newspaper “There are still 
20 months before general 
elections. 

“Time is short and the dan- 
ger of missing the opportun- 
ity calls for redoubled effort. 
We have 20 months to do h.” 

Mr. Christopher began a 
week-long tour of the Middle 
East Wednesday, prompted 
by a sense that “it was time 
for Israel to move further on 
the Palestinian, Jordanian 
and Syrian tracks," a U.S. 
official said. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
tour was “timely and 
appropriate.” 

. In Jeddah he also called on 
Arab states to lift their eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel. 

“The boycott must come to 
an end now,” he said, while 
praising the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
for pledging last September 
to lift the indirect embargo 
which hits companies trading 
with Israel. 


Qatari, Omani ministers absent 
from Christopher talks on Iraq 

TcnnAU / * : \ . ... . .... ... 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — 
Gulf foreign ministers Sun- 
day backed American efforts 
to keep U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq. 

A joint statement issued 
after a meeting with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher urged the U.N. 
Security Council “to resist 
any amendments to the sanc- 


is to meet Monday to hold its 
two- monthly review of the 
sanctions against Iraq, 
though diplomats say there is 
unlikely to be any change. 

Mr. Christopher told a 
news conference after the 
talks: “We don't believe that 
Iraq is even dose to com- 
plying. Iraq’s record of com- 
pliance is genuinely a traves- 
ty." 

His talks here also focused 
on the Arab economic 
“ rI Tfie — boycott* (against 
Israel) must come to an end 
now,” Mr. Christopher said, 
while praising the GCC for 


tions regime until Iraq fully 
complies with all its obliga- 
tions." 

Most members of the six- 

arc Outr ow«^v*umuu 

Council, particularly Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait who feel 
• most threatened by Iraq, 

. agree with Washington that pledging to lift last Septem 
: the oil and trade embargo ber the indirect embargo 
must remain until Baghdad ^d, hit companies trading 

with Israel. 

Gulf states explained they 
had now put- in place most 
legal and administrative mea- 
sures to end the indirect 
boycott, a U.S. official said. 


; complies fully with all U.N. 

- conditions imposed after the 
: 1991 Gulf war. 

The two states’ share of the 
■ world oil market could shrink 
• considerably if Iraqi pet- 
; roleum starts flowing again. 

But in a deepening rift, 
Oman and Qatar did not send 
foreign ministers to the meet- 

^They sent ambassadors in- 
stead in a clear message of 
protocol to the U.S. secretary 
after hosting Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Saeed 
AI Sahaf last week. 

The two states support 
Baghdad’s assertion that it 
has complied with the neces- 
sary conditions for a lifting of 
sanctions, including disman- 
tling its weapons of mass 
destruction and recognising 
Kuwait’s sovereignty. 

The U.N. Security Council 


Sunday’s joint statement 
referred in particular to the 
U.N. demand that Iraq re- 
lease all prisonen of war. 
The statement said 600 re- 
main in Iraq or unaccounted 
for. Iraq has claimed it has no 
more prisoners. , 

The statement urged Iraq 
to accept a one-time sale or 
SI .6 billion worth of oil to 
finance humanitarian purch- 
ases and costs of U.N. opera- 
tions in the country. 

Turning to Iran, the state- 
ment stressed a mutual com- 
mitment to security in the 
Gulf “including freedom of 
navigation in its international 


maritime channels. 1 

Washington recently 
voiced concern about Iran's 
reported deployment of anti- 
aircraft missiles to the Strait 
of Hormuz, where Tehran is 
locked m a dispute with the 
United Arab Emirates over 
three strategic islands. 

Mr. Christopher arrived in 
Jeddah earlier Sunday from 
Israel on his latest Middle 
East peace shuttle. 

He met at the conference 

A-a&aa*, An- ■unmu *„*-«&** 

minister, and the foreign 
ministers of Kuwait, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain. 

Oman, which has tradi- 
tionally pursued an indepen- 
dent fine within the GCC, 
and Qatar, which is in- 
creasingly doing the same, 
have lately been stressing the 
need to alleviate the suffering 
of Iraq’s 18 million people 
under the embargo. 

However, the two have 
pledged not to violate the 
sanctions, which come up for 
their bimonthly review by the 
U.N. Security Council Mon- 
day. 

Oman, a temporary mem- 
ber of the Security Council, 
has also said it will not sup- 
port Russia and France if 
they press for ending the 
embargo. 

Mr. Christopher was sche- 
duled to meet King Fahd 
later Sunday before tearing 
for Damascus to meet Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
Monday. 


Secret Israel-PLO withdrawal deal reported 


(Continued from page 1} 


in the first such move in the 
absence of a Palestinian leg- 
islative council. 

The Palestinian Authority 
has “decided to go to the 
people to solicit their feed- 
back,” an official statement 
on the workshop said. 

Israel and the PLO resume 
Tuesday in Cairo negotia- 
tions on elections to a Palesti- 
nian autonomy council and 
the extent of its legislative 
powers. 

The two sides have agreed 
to a July 1 deadline to try to 
conclude an agreement for 
Israeli army redeployment 
and elections. 

Palestinians say they will 
need two months to prepare 
for the vote, but international 
experts cooperating withthe 
PLO say four months is a 
more realistic time-frame. 

The debate's conclusions 
will be considered in drawing 
a final law on local govern- 
ment which will be ratified by 
Mr. Arafat, said Hussein Al 
Aaraj, deputy minister of loc- 
al government in the author- 
ity- 

Similar to current legisla- 
tion on bousing, the local 
government law will remain 
effective until parliament is 
elected, and will then be put 
to it for approval. 

At the workshop, held in 
Gaza City’s Shawa Cultural 
Centre, Mahmoud Al.Zah- 
har, leader of Hamas, ob- 
jected to the draft's appoint- 
ment rather than election of 


municipal leaders. 

He also criticised the prop- 
osed “security" functions for 
town halls. • "It will mean 
future tyranny by a corrupt 
mayor or governor,” he said. 

“Are we talking about a 
security apparatus or a local 
government system," he 
questioned. 

Hamas, opposed to the 
autonomy agreement with 
Israel, has said it would not 
run in elections to a parlia- 
ment, but would join local 
government elections. 

Sunday’s workshop was 
organised by the ministry of 
local government, headed by 
Saeb Erakat. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
who met Thursday set a July 


1 target date for an end to’ 
negotiations on the second 
stage of Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank, which 
involves self-rule elections 
and an Israeli anny redeploy- 
ment outside Palestinian 
towns. 

Mr. Peres also announced 
confidence building mea- 
sures, such as increasing per- 
mits for Palestinian workers 
in Israel. The Jewish state 
sealed off the Palestinian ter- 
ritories on Jan. 22 following a 
suicide bombing which killed 
21 Israelis. . 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said earlier he 
hoped the Arafat-Peres talks 
“reached an agreement on 
concrete issues and were not 
just hot air, without any 
foundation, which will no* 
achieve any progress.” 


Newspaper move not enough 

#i _ . . . panies suffer a loss of about 

(Continued from page 12) 5oto 40 fils on each sold copy 


us nothing, but demand a lot 
from us," he complained, 
noting that the Kingdom was 
perhaps the only country 
which levies customs duties 
on newsprint. 

The government intro- 
duced customs duties on 
newsprint last year after the 
newspaper establishments re 


ported high profits in pre- — — ~ 

vious years. But, the pub- “YK 1 "* wLrr* 7 non ton- 
lishers now point out, those Al Ra i J ™ 

profits were made when nes of J^SSnr’a imoorts 
.newsprint used to cost 30 per while Al Dust , — 

cent of what it costs today. are 
Mr. Abu Libdeb estimated 
that the publishing com- 



PROTEST THE FRENCH WAY: Ambulance drivers posh 
one of their vehicles into Marseilles old port harbour on 
Sunday to protest a new hospital regulation which would 


tighten their workload by transferring to private taxis the 
transportation of certain patients .(AFP photo) 


Kurds 
claim 90 
Iraqi 
troops 
killed 

NICOSIA (AP) — A Kur- 
dish rebel group dahns its 
guerrillas have killed nearly 
100 Iraqi troops in attacks on 
military positions in northern 
Iraq, 

The official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency of Iran, 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted 
officials of the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK) as 
saying that another eight 
officers and soldiers were 
captured in the fighting 
Saturday in the Kalija region 
in the eastern sector erf oil- 
rich Kirkuk province. 

The leftist PUK, one of the 
main Kurdish rebel move- 
ments, gave no indications of 
its own casualties in the latest 
clashes with the Iraqi army. 

The fighting erupted 
March S around 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel returns lost water-ski to King 

ECLAT (AFP) — Israel has handed back to King Hussein a 
water-ski he lost 15 years ago in the Red Sea when the two 
neighbours were technically still at war, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. The ski. bearing the King's crest of arms, 
washed up in 1980 on the shores of Eilat, adjacent to 


Aqaba. It was kept as a souvenir in the local water sports 
dub. Following the signing of a peace treaty last October 
26, dub chairman Ami Maor dedded to give it back. He 


‘Sustainable regional 
footing vital for peace 


of daily newspaper since the 
actual production cost, is 
more than the 150 fils price. 
The shortfall is made up by 
advertising revenues. 

Seif Al Sharif, director- 
general of the Jordan Press 
and Publication Company, 
which publishes Al Dustour, 
issued a similar call for a total 
exemption from all customs 
duties and related charges for 


aic estimated at between 
5,000 and 6,000 tonnes and 
Al Aswaq's at 2,500 tonnes. 


handed it to the head of the Royal Jordanian Water Sports 
Federation, Simon Khouiy, who attended a wind-surfing 
competition in Eilat last week, the Maariv newspaper said. 

3 Arab countries at Israel book fair 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Egypt, Jordan and Morocco were 
Sunday to attend an Israeli book fair for the first time, the 
organisers said. Publishers from the three countries, 
including Dar El Hada of Egypt and Editions Eddif of 
Morocco, will be represented at the event to be opened in 
the evening by President Ezer Weizman. “I warmly 
welcome the participation of our Arab neighbours as It 
constitutes an important step toward developing a deeper 
understanding among our peoples,’’ said the fair’s manag- 
ing director, Zev Birger. 

rrom rope - 

John Paul H to Sultan Qaboos of Oman, the official agency 
ONA said. The papal envoy, Jean-Luis Tauran, passed' on 
the message through Oman’s Deputy Minister for Cabinet 
Affairs Sayyid Ben Fahd Ben Mahmoud Al Said with 
whom he discussed “the need to coordinate efforts m the 
service of world peace,” the agency said. Before arriving in 
Muscat Mr. Tauran visited Abu Dhabi, where he gave a 
similar message to United Arab Emirates President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan, officials said. His Guff tour 
comes as the Pope prepares to meet soon with Iraq s 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. During their last 
meeting on June 28 Mr. Aziz called for Vatican interven- 
tion to help secure an easing of United Nations sanctions 
imposed when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. The Pope has 
called several times for dialogue in order to ease the 
suffering of the Iraqi people under the oil and trade 
embargo. 

Iran to install two oil rigs in Caspian 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran will install two oil rigs in the Caspian 
Sea during the next Iranian year starting on March 21 mid 
might set up a refinery in a Caspian coast province, foe 
Iranian news agency IRNA reported. It quoted Oil 
Minister Gholamreza Aghazadeh as saying on Saturday 
that one of foe rigs was under construction and the other 
would be rented for exploration in the Caspian sea. He 
gave no details about the size of the rigs or say whether 
they would be used in any of the three oilfields in 
Azerbaijan's sector of the Caspian to be developed by an. 
international consortium including Iran. “If appropriate 
conditions are provided, a refinery will be established in 
the northern province of Mazandaran,” the minister said. 
Iran’s eighth oil refinery, now under construction at the 
southern port of Bandar Abbas, is due to be completed in 
about two years. 

Egypt to set up anti-pollution police 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt is to set up a police squad to crack 
down on the growing problem of pollution. Interior 
Minister Hassan Al Alfi said Sunday. Egypt is abo 
preparing new legislation to fight polluters, he told foe 
Middle East Times in an interview. "There is nothing 
currently in the law to punish people, it is not really 
considered a crime.” he said. The only existing laws were m 
protected areas such as Ras Mohammed on the Red Sea 
“where hunting and fishing are prohibited, he added, au 
government bodies were working together to preserve ‘ th e 
Invironment and the health of the citizens. Weresettmg 
up a new police department towards this end, Mr. Alfi 

Said Egypt f~ naner nn environmental 

crime to a"’ 

May 10. 

Police smash antiques smuggling ring 

LONDON (AFP) — British, Chinese and Egyptian police 
have cracked a multi-million-dollar smuggling nng m which 
priceless antiques came into England disguised as tourist 
trinkets, according to a newspaper report Sunday. A police 
officer was among six suspects arrested in Britain ui one of 
the biggest operations ever mounted by Scotland Yard s 
arts and antiquities squad, the Sunday Telegraph said. 
Egyptian police arrested 24 suspects in Egypt, J®* 1 [C PJJ 
said Detective Chief Inspector Charles HU1, who headed 
“Operation Bulrush,*' said his team uncovered thousands 
of Chinese and Egyptian artefacts in southwestern Eng- 
land, many of them thousands of years old and some valued 
individually at more than £1 million ($1.6 million), me 
total value of the haul was “incalculable,” he said. 

Khomeini’s son admitted to hospital 

TEHRAN (R) — Ahmad Khomeini, foe son of Iran’s late 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, was admitted to 
hospital on Sunday because of heart and respiratory 
problems, Tehran Radio said. “Ahmad Khomeini was 
hospitalised this morning due to cardio-respiratory ail- 
ment ’’ the radio said. Iran’s spiritual leader Ayatollah All 
Khamenei visited Mr. Khomeini, a 48-year-old cfenc, at 
Baqiat Allah hospital in Tehran, Mr. Khameinis office 
asked the Iranian people to pray for his health. 


police department towards this end, mt. /mu 
pt is to present a working paper on environmental 
l U.N. crime conference in Cairo from April 27 to 


(Continued from page 1) 

solutions. A CSCME would 
encompass a commitment to 
certain fundamentals, as in 
Europe; and it would assist m 
foe evolution of a common 
regional vision and identity, 
without which our region is 
unlikely ever to enjoy true 
peace. 

Security and cooperation 
arrangements based on these 
principles would greatly 
facilitate the reconstruction 
of foe region. The Arab- 
Israeli conflict has shattered 
our economies. Massive and 
constant expenditure on arms 
has wasted the region's re- 
sources, preventing invest- 
ment in more productive 
areas. The desperate need for 
strong _economic underpin- 
"fhe Wo’rid‘.Banfc7 argues 
that average income per head 
must grow by at least five per 
cent a year if the Middle East 
is to enjoy political stability. 

In considering this target, it is 
worth bearing in mind that 
during the 1980s, average in- 
come per head in the non-oil 
economies of the region grew, 
by only around one per cent a 
year. Those who seek to help 
the Middle East towards a 
peaceful, stable and prosper- 
ous future would do weU to 
consider how best to pursue 
this objective. 

Two factors are of primary 
importance: Disparities and 
debt. Vast income disparities 
have been one of foe most 
damaging consequences of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. But 
the World Bank estimates 
that by the year 2010, seven 
million Israelis will achieve a 
GDP nearly equal to that of 
130 million Arabs in the 
neighbouring countries. 

Such disparities cannot be 
addressed without a strategy 
for tackling the endemic 
problem of debt in the Mid- 
dle East. As a result of the 
conflict, many states, includ- 
ing Jordan, were forced into 
a cycle of arms expenditure 
and mounting debt. We have 
implemented structural 
adjustment programmes as 
recommended by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF), and are rated as the 
most advanced Middle East- 
ern country in terms of im- 
plementing market-oriented 
reforms. However, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to proceed 
with policies of this sort given 
the legacy of debt. We trust 
that the international friends 
of peace will take the neces- 
sary measures to redress the 
balance. For unless the re- 
gion is soon set on a viable 
and sustainable footing, the 
peace process itself will be 
gravely jeopardised. • 

We are considering a range 
of mechanisms to stimulate 
rapid, widely shared and sus- 
tainable growth, such as a 
Middle East Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development, 
an OEDC for the Middle 
East, and a regional human 
development plan. Such vehi- 
cles can help to reenergise 
the creative drive of our peo- 
ples, for so long stifled by 
conflict. 

The governments of the 
region have the chief respon- 
sibility in determining 
appropriate macro-economic 
polides. However, interna- 
tional support for the recon- 
struction of the Middle East 
will be crucial. The social 
implications of both structu- 
ral adjustment and peace- 
making should not be under- 
estimated. 


As we enter this new era of 
peace-building, the support 
and expertise of our friends 
in Europe remains of signal 
importance. As we lay down 
a foundation for stability in 
the Middle East, we seek not 
merely financial support, but 
technical assistance in craft- 
ing institutions such as 
MEBRD, CSCME and so 
on. As we contemplate the 
structure of our region, we 
take heart from the achieve- 
ment of Europe, which 
through the power of a vision 
overcame a legacy of bitter 
conflict. 

The Prince thanked the 
Swiss government for propos- 
ing the creation of a Middle 
East multilateral working 



hance cultural exchanges and 
cooperation among foe peo- 
ples of the region. Still he 
said such cultural contacts 
and dialogue between foe 
peoples of the region. Should 
be preceded by internal dia- 
logue among the 


members of 

every society. 

Prince Hassan dealt also 
with efforts aiming to de- 
velop foe Jordan Rift Valley, 
especially with regards to the 
.participation of international 
parties supporting such 
schemes. 

In addition he dealt with 
Jordanian-European coop- 
eration and Europe’s role in 
supporting the peace process. 

The meeting was attended 
by Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Deputy Speaker Zaid 
Al Rifai, Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, 
foe King’s advisor Awn Al 
Khasawneh, Chairman of the 
Lower House of Parliament’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
Abdulah Ensour and several 
of the Crown Prince’s advi- 
sors. 

At foe end of foe meeting, 
there was a discussion be- 
tween the Crown Prince and 
foe audience on recent de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess and obstacles facing it. 

During the discussion, 
Prince Hassan stressed Jor- 
dan's keenness to exchange 
ideas with other regional par- 
ties and discuss with them 
issues of mutual interest. 

He pointed at Jordan’s 
peace treaty with Israel, 
which, be said, reflected Jor- 
dan's keenness to hold bi- 
lateral negotiations with 
Israel. 

Within the context of the 
peace process Jordan was 
also involved in trilateral 
negotiation which, in addi- 
tion to Jordan and Israel, 
included the U.S., Prince 
Hassan said, expressing hope 
that similar talks involving 
Europe in addition to Jordan 
and Israel would take place. 

He said the four-way dia- 
logue involving Jordan, 
Egypt, Israel and the Pales- 
tine National Authority 
which started recently stres- 
sed the needs to resolve prob- 
lems facing the peoples of 
these countries. 


nenam- 

ai, 60 kilometres east of Kir- 
kuk dty. 

The leftist PUK said it 
launched the offensive 
against the Iraqi military 
headquarters in Kalija Friday 

ni gh t. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the battle or 
any comment from Baghdad. 

But Iraq did acknowledge 
last Tuesday that its forces 
had fought “defensive ac- 
tions’’ against the PUK 
around Chamchamal, the 
first admission the military 
was involved in fighting 
against the Kurds in two 
years. 

Over foe last week, foe 
PUK claims to have killed or 
captured hundreds of Iraqi 
soldiers and says many more 
have defected or deserted. 

Chamchamal ties below foe 
36th Parallel, which is the 
southern boundary of foe 
self-rule Kurdish enclave and 
the “no-fly zone” enforced 
by the United States and its 
allies since April 1991 to pro- 
tect the rebel s. . 
were in action against rebel 
positions below foe 36th Pa- 
rallel last week. 

Over foe last few weeks, 
Kurdish officials have 
claimed the Iraqis have been 
building up their forces in 
northern Iraq for an offensive 
against foe PUK. 

They claim Iraq seeks a 
new confrontation with the 
United Nations to force foe 
Security Council to lift devas- 
tating trade sanctions im- 
posed after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 


Kabariti 

(Continued from page 1) 

The message, delivered by 
Canadian ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Andrew Robinson, 
stressed Canada's keenness 
to support refugees’ and dis- 
placed persons* issues at va- 
rious levels. 

The Canadian minister 
stressed Canada's apprecia- 
tion, of Jordanian steps taken 
to bring about peace to foe 
region 


Summit 
fails to 
answer 
questions 

(Continued from page 1) 
available foe means of (their) , 

implementation.” I 

Bangladeshi Prime Minis- ! 
ter Begum Khaleda Zi a cal- ; 
led for developing countries i 
to be allowed to play a role in j 
foe decision- making bodies 
that dominate the world eco- j 
nomy, such as foe G-7 indu s- j 
trialised countries (Britain, , 
Canada, France, Germany,! 
Italy, Japan and the United | 
States). „ i 

Structural adjustment pob-| 
des should have “a morej 
h uman face," die said, refer-* 
ring to the austerity polided 
which the IMF and Worlq 
Bank have forced upon i 
large number of developing 
nations. 

Cuban President Fidel Gas 
tro denounced the “irn 
tionality of foe system,” ci 
mg as proof the fact 
“unemployment cannot 
reduced’’ in industrial! 
countries. i 

The week of meetings ! 
Copenhagen — five days i 
intense debate over the 8 
page declaration — broug 
just two token gest — * - 
debt relief and a U.S. 
re-allocate $100 
education funds to be soli 
for gills' education. § 

The Copenhagen Decks 
tion itself was criticised * 
many Third World dele# 
for farting to provide i 
financial resources ot 
make firm commitments^ 
tackle the problem of 
veloping countries’ debt, 
estimated at nearly $2 
billion, 

Danish Prime Min 
Pool Nyrup Ramussen, 
ing the summit, . told 
assembled leaders they 
“living in a world of 
acceptable contradict! 
and urged ridrcoontriff 
, start acting 
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Clinton picks New York investment 
banker to head World Bank 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton nomin- 
ated investment banker 
James Wolfensohn Saturday 
as the next president of the 
World Bank to succeed the 
ailing Lewis Preston. 

Mr. Clinton said in a state- 
ment he will ask the bank's 
board of directors to confirm 
the nomination of Mr. Wol- 
fensohn, 61, who is president 
and chief executive officer of 
James D. Wolfensohn, Inc. 
of New York. 

He also has served as chair- 
man of the John F. Kennedy 
Centre for the Performing 
.Arts in Washington since 
1990, without pay, in an 
attempt to rescue the finan- 
cially troubled arts facility. 
“Janies Wolfensohn had already 
had an extraordinary career 
in finance and public service, 
spanning four decades and 
three confluents/' Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

“At a time when the role 
and missi on of and funding 
for the World Bank and other 


international financial institu- 
tions are major issues, the 
deep respect Jim Wolfensohn 
already enjoys will allow him 
to serve as a forceful advo- 
cate for the bank and de- 
velopment issues,” he added. 

Mr. Wolfensohn was not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

Mr. Clinton also praised 
outgoing bank president Pre- 
ston, 68, who announced last 
month he has cancer. He 
cited his leadership of the 
World Bank, which “is play- 
ing a major, constructive role 
in regions such as the Middle 
East, Russia and the former 
Soviet Union." 

In a statement, Mr. Pre- 
ston welcomed Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn’s nomination, saying: 
“He has proven himself to be 
a strong leader, and there is 
no doubt that the bank will 
prosper in his able hands." 

The World Bank post pays 
$190,000 a year, with a 
595,000 expense allowance. 


By tradition, the U.S. gov- 
ernment names the head of 
the Washington-based World 
Bank and the nomination is 
ratified by the bank's execu- 
tive directors. 

The multilateral World 
Bank is the largest source of 
non-commercial capital for 
developing nations and lends 
more than $20 billion a year. 
Its critics say that it is a huge 
bureaucracy that tramples on 
the social and environmental 
needs of its debtors. 

Americans have held the 
presidency since the bank 
was established by the Allied 
powers to help rebuild 
Europe in the aftermath of 
World War Q. 

Mr. Wolfensohn previous- 
ly was an executive partner of 
Salomon Brothers in New 
York and chairman of Salo- 
mon Brothers International 
in London, and managing 
director of Darling and Com- 
pany in Australia. 

He has also served on a 
□umber of boards, including 


the Rockefeller Foundation, 
CBS Incorporated, the 
Population Council, the Insti- 
tute for Advanced Study at 
Princeton, the Business 
Council for Sustainable De- 
velopment, Continental 
Grain and Carnegie Hall 
Corporation. 

A naturalised U.S. citizen 
born in Sydney, Australia, 
Mr. Wolfensohn took up 
fencing at 18 and within five 
years became Australian 
national champion. He was a 
member of Australia's fenc- 
ing team in the 1956 Olym- 
pics. 

He was educated at the 
University of Sydney and 
graduated from the Harvard 
■University Business School. 
He served in the Royal Au- 
stralian Air Force before en- 
tering the investment bank- 
ing field. 

He is also an accomplished 
cellist who performed at Car- 
negie Hall to mark his 50th 
birthday. 


U.S., Cuba clash at U.N. 
summit on market economics 


COPENHAGEN (R) — The 
United States and Cuba 
dashed over market econo- 
mics at the United Nations 
Social S ummi t Sunday, set- 
ting out contrasting visions of 
how the world can best tackle 
poverty and unemployment. 

But on the last day of the 
week-long gathering, all 120 
countries represented in 
Copenhagen were set to 
approve a declaration and an 
action plan to ward off social 
explosion as the world moves 
into the 21st century. 

Vice President AJ Gore, 
insisting that Washington 
would maintain foreign aid 
despite pressures from the 
new Congress to cut it, said 
the United States believed 
free markets alone conld 
guarantee permanent econo- 
mic advance around the 
oki^own any other 'form of 
economic organisation, and 
has the demonstrated poten- 
tial to create broadly distri- 
buted new wealth," be de- 
clared. 

But Cuba’s President Fidel 
Castro, casting aside his usual 
olive-green fatigues for a 
dark business suit and match- 
ing tie, said there could be no 
social development “where 
chaos and anarchy reign 
under the blind and savage 
laws of the market.” 

The "neo-liberal doctrine" 
being imposed on the world 
since thi fall of Soviet com- 
munism, he said, “sacrifices 
shamelessly in the under- 
developed countries spending 
>n health , education, cul- 
ure, sport, social security, 
heap housing and other 
asic needs of the people.” 


The conference, the Sum- 
mit for Soda! Development, 
has been told that there are 
more than one billion people 
living in poverty around the 
world and 120 million — well 
over one third of the global 
work force — unemployed or 
under-employed . 

Speakers from both de- 
veloped and developing 
countries have warned that 
unless these people are given 
some hope for a better fu- 
ture. disaster lay ahead. 

“The widening gap be- 
tween rich and poor is more 
explosive than ideological 
differences,” President 
Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya 
said. 

“There can be no econo- 
mic stability or security in 
society without sodal jus- 
tice," said Swiss Social 
■«■ — —■ r yiiucicu m me 
Danish capital express the 
conviction “that sodal de- 
velopment and justice are in- 
dispensable for the achieve- 
ment and maintenance of 
peace and security within and 
among our nations.’' 

And in the action plan 
covering everything from un- 
employment to health, 
education and basic h uman 
rights, they pledge to cut the 
debt burden of developing 
nations, find new financial 
resources and focus aid on 
sodal programmes. 

The documents have been 
condemned as ineffective by 
hundreds of non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and pressure groups 
who also came to 
Copenhagen and issued their 
own counter-declaration call- 
ing for much more radical 


action. 

And many of the presi- 
dents and prime minis ters 
who have spoken have also 
expressed underlying sceptic- 
ism on whether the promises 
in the non-binding plan will 
be fulfilled. 

“We must highlight our 
responsibility to translate 
rhetoric into commitment, 
sympathy into policy, and 
compassion into action," Phi- 
lippines President Fidel 
Ramos said Sunday. 

Speaking for the European 
Union, Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Santer struck a 
more optimistic note, saying 
he hoped history would re- 
cord that the gathering had 
not been a “North-South 
summit.” 

“On the contrary, it will be 
a decisive , summit .for the 
And he welcomed what he. 
Mid was the agreement that a 
social dimension" would be 
written into rules and atti- 
tudes guiding the work of the 
World Bank and the Interna- 
tiona] Monetary Fund in de- 
termining their aid policies. 

President Castro, who 
some diplomats had feared 
might upstage the gathering 
by announcing he could not 
support the final documents, 
disappointed radical Danish 
leftists by telling them on 
Saturday that he would en- 
dorse the summit’s conclu- 
sions. 

He argued that the com- 
mon element uniting all 
countries present was the rec- 
ognition that poverty had to 
be tackled. This was a good 
start that could be built on, 
he told the radicals, some of 
whom booed him. 


China, 
U.S. sign 
copyright 
agreement 


BELTING (AFP) — China 
and the United States Satur- 
day signed a landmark agree- 
ment on tihe protection of 
intellectual property rights 
but failed to resolve their 
dispute over extending mar- 
ket access and China's entry 
to the WTO. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kan tor and Chinese 
Foreign Trade Minister Wu 
Yi sipped champagne after 
signing the copyright agree- 
ment, forged after a sanctions 
deadline lapsed last month 

Mr. Wn said the deal 
marked a “turning point” in 
bilateral ties. 

trust “ and 
wared responsibility," said 
Mr. Kan tor. 

Under the agreement, Chi- 
na is to abolish import restric- 
tions on andio- visual and 
publishing product imports, 
while permitting U.S. firms 
to set up joint ventures for 
audio-visual production and 
contract with Chinese firms 
for nationwide distribution. 

The official Xinhua news 
agency quoted Mr. Kautor as 
saying the agreement was “a 
hopeful sign" that the two 
sides could overcome difficul- 
ties through their joint 
efforts. The accord was a 
“good one" and “both sides 
are winners,” be was quoted 
as saying. 

But behind the friendly 
words, wide differences on 
the issue of market access 
came into sharp focus. 


Rich countries will hound 
poor over labour laws-Dunkel 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Rich 
countries will persist in trying 
to protect their trade from 
poor countries, notably over 
rules applying to cheap 
labour, the architect of the 
new regime of world free has 
said. 

“Protectionism will go on 
trying to find its way into 
world markets, it will use 
every cover available," 
Arthur Dunkel, former 
director-genera! of the 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
now the World Organisation, 
told a world trade seminar. 

He added that the latest 
example of protectionism was 
a sodal clause proposed by 
developed countries to link 
world trade with issues such 
as labour standards in de- 
veloping countries — includ- 
ing child and prison labour. 

Such a clause could restrict 
or prohibit imports from 
countries which did not 
adhere to universal stan- 
dards, restraining the exports 
of developing nations, he 
said. 

Mr. Dnnkel, a controver- 
sial figure in India who has 
been burned in effigy at 
numerous protests by critics 
of tiie GATT accord, said 
tbat there was “no way to 


the problem by 
under the car- 


evacuate 
sweeping it 
pet.” 

“The trading community 
will have to come to grips 
with them in order to ensure 
that public opinion and legis- 
lators around the world are 
not trapped in demagogic 
arguments,” the Swiss eco- 
nomist said. 

Advocates of the dause say 
it is needed to ensure that 
social issues keep pace with 
economic progress. Failing to 
institute such ■ safeguards, 
they say, would be tanta- 
mount to collaborating in the 
exploitation of workers in de- 
veloping countries. 

The clause is also designed 
to ensure fair trade by pre- 
venting developing countries 
from gaining unfair advan- 
tages through cheap labour. 

Poor nations have argued 
that the trade advantage is 
already titled heavily in 
favour of rich countries which 
enjoy superior technology 
and economies of scale and 
access to finance. ' 

The social clause would 
make Third World producers 
even less competitive, they 
fear. 

. “We have to tackle the 
problem," Mr. Dunkel said, 
railing for a “dear-cut defini- 
tion” of the issues at stake for 


a solution to be thrashed out. 

He said he personally pre- 
ferred the issue to be handled 
by a specialist agency such as 
the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), but said 
there was no way that parties 
to tbe WTO could escape 
tackling it. 

Indian industrialist Govind 
Hari Singhania said at the 
seminar tbat tbe emergence 
of such non-trade issues as 
bbonr on tbe world trade 
stage were “highly de- 
trimental to the growth of the 

multilateral spirit." 

“These are major areas of 
concern for us," Mr. Singha- 
nia said. Non- tariff barriers 
had greater potential to dis- 
tort trade flows than tariffs, 
he said. 

Mr. Dunkel said that the 
world trade accord signed in 
December in the Moroccan 
"city of Marrakesh had cre- 
ated “good chances" for mer- 
chandise trade being subject 
to a single instrument of pro- 
tection — customs duties. 

But, Mr. Dunkel said, 
“there are a host of policies 
and practices that distort 
competition in world mar- 
kets, and we all know that 
each national market is part 
and parcel of the world mar- 
ket of others." 


Russia plans to increase 
gold production, lure finance 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
plans to increase gold output 
by the year 2000, but crucial 
investment largely depends 
on development of a domes- 
tic gold market, senior gold 
industry officials said Satur- 
day. 

Tbe head of the State Pre- 
cious Metals Committee, 
Yevgeny Bychkov, said a de- 
velopment programme would 
be 'presented to government 
experts on March 15. 

,r We have great hopes for 
this programme. It should 
^^M^cURrourT56fenfiaI/ r 
he told a news conference. 

Mr. Bychkov, speaking af- 
ter a presentation by Russia’s 
new Gold Club, gave no fi- 
gures. But the Sevodnya 
newspaper said planned out- 
put this year was 149 tonnes, 
up from 131.9 tonnes in 1994. 

“Gold production has been 
stabk: for three years,” Mr. 
Bychkov said. “The main 
task now is attracting invest- 
ment." 

Mr. Bychkov said the Gold 
Club, set np late last year to 
oversee creation of a domes- 
tic market, would play a key 
role in attracting finance 
from Russian and foreign 
commercial banks. 

We have to create certain 


parliament. 

Gold Club President 
Mikhail Bazhan ov said the 
main priority was to lay legal 
foundations for the circula- 
tion of gold within Russia as a 
financial instrument, as col- 
lateral for credits or secur- 
ities. 

“In this way. we shall be 
supporting gold production,” 
he said. “We must introduce 
the necessary laws on gold 
and precious metals circula- 
tion and on the circulation of 
securities.” 

.**-*-• o— — .rt-BOUjCCllO 

taxes such as value added 
tax, * Mr. Bazhanov said. 
“As part of a financial struc- 
ture, it should be subject to a 
special tax regime or, as in 
other countries, not be taxed 
at all." 

The Gold Club groups ab- 
out 40 Russian commercial 
banks, gold producers and 
refiners, but membership is 
expected to grow. 

The Russian Central Bank 


gold would be circulating be- 
tween commercial banks if 
Russia had “a civilised gold 
market." 

Mr. B azhan ov said tiie aim 
of the Gold Club was to 
support production through 
introduction of such a mar- 
ket. 


Iran for 
end to 

dollar-linked 
oil pricing 
— paper 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran backs 
a proposal to review the poli- 
cy of linking crude ofl prices 
to the dollar, an Iranian 
newspaper reported Sunday, 
quoting a commentary on 
Iran’s state-run radio. 

The dollar plunged to re- 
cord lows against tbe 
Japanese yen and tbe Ger- 
man mark last week, under- 
cutting the buying power of 
Iran’s petrodollars in its ma- 
jor import markets. 

“Iran backs a proposal 
aimed at protecting the eco- 
nomies of oil exporting na- 
tions against potential fluc- 
tuations in the value of the 
U.S. dollar," the daily Iran 
News quoted a commentary 
.by Tran Radio on Saturday as 
saying. 

Oil producing nations 
should revise the pricing sys- 
tem “to avoid further re- 
tardation of their progress 
due to links with America’s 
crisis-stricken economy.” the 
radio said. 

The English-language pap- 
er said a “recent call by the 
United Arab Emirates' to 
consider pricing changes after 
the dollar’s sharp fall was 
similar to one of Iran's long- 
standing demands." 

UAE’s minister of state for 
finance and industrial affairs, 
Ahmad Bin Humaid A1 
Tayer, in remarks that do not 
necessarily reflect govern- 
ment policy, urged the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) to 
revise its doDar-pegged oil 
pricing system. 

“Pricing of raw materials 
can be done through a basket 
of currencies... or through 
selling the exports of de- 
veloping states." 
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j By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Riahter Foundation 
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20 *° L M *y 20) You can see how to add abundance 

system that is practical and workable today°Gefthe 
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(June 22 to JuJ y 21 ) Show appreciation 
those who have favour. Do cxerS^rtSTwil] 


to 


improve your health aid that *11 help ySu refowe 
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has licensed about 100 banks I mate brinra good *Avn)n S ^ eaa ^ for a 

to deal in precious metals and I and could do you harm" both 


one or 




mg, ending a decades-old 
state monopoly on the gold 
trade. 

The state needs help from 


the private investment to pay 
producers for gold. Last year. 


I iss psasssasssss 


that might govern the domes- 
tic market until a new me- 
cious metals law is passed by 



pectors. 

Finance Ministry * official 
Anatoly Golova ty said this 


’eanufs 


YOU KNOW, THE MAIN 
CHARACTER IN YOUR NOVEL 
D0E5N'T HAVE TO BE 
EXACTLY LIKE ME.. 


YOU CAN MAKE A FELU 
MINOR CHANGES IF YOU 
HAVE TO.. 

Xci 


G00P.. IN MY NOVEL YOU'RE 
A GOLDEN RETRIEVER 



ndy Capp 



THAT'S THE 
CHURCH, LADS] 
-WIN FIRST, 
ETHICS LATER 
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Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 
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“Let’s play talk show! You be Oprah 
and I’ll be a woman who’s really 
frustrated with her husband!” 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion 



THE Daily Crossword 
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WHAT BROKE 
OUT AT THE 
BOWLING MATCH? 


Now arrange the circled loners to 
mrm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon 


~' ,ere; AN UL im rTTTTl 

(Answers Mondayl 

Yesterday’s I Jumbte: NAJVE ^TAL DAHLIA KOSHER 
I Answer, Whai the phone operator liked to do On 
vacation — HOLD THE UNE 


ACROSS 
1 College official 
5 Jason's ship 
9 Strata of coal - 
M Capri. a.g. 

15 Sank transaction 

16 Cowboy flick 

17 Portico 

18 Unemployed 

19 Consumers 

20 Georgia state 

flower 

23 Corral 

24 Soapstones 
27 Tropical kaud 
31 u.s. president 
34 Cut . 

36 Hurting 
expeetton 
36 Regretful one 

40 Modem: pref. 

41 Oklahoma 
mglon 

44 One-time 

45 Getz or Freberg 
Place fora 
record 

47 Salamander 
49 iridescent gam 

51 Puts on cargo 

52 Quip of tiquor 
54 Poem of praise 

56 Iowan 
sweetheart? 

63 TiBad, as a ship 

66 Federal agent 

57 — Harbor, 

Guam 

« Dyke 

69 Tardy 

70 Girl 

71 Yorkshire dty 

72 Belgian river 

73 Pan of Q6TQ 
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by Dorothy B. Martin 



anai 



DOWN 

1 Puck 

2 Talflnn native 

3 Uy plant 

4 Approach 

5 Similar 

6 Gnawing 

7 Windstorm 

8 Remarkable 
person 

9 JohnPhfflp — 

10 Artists' standi 


H Devoured 

12 Mai de- 

13 Near grads 

21 "Carmen" and 
"Aida" 

22 Wayluf water 
animals 

27 Oriental 

28 Edict of — 

29 "Sacred wn — ■ 

3.STSL 

5SST4- 1 " 

25 English poet 
37 Altogether 
39 Verysmai 
stream 

42 Faucet 

43 Souchong 
46 Threw 
50 Find 

53 Ceremoniea 
56 Eatery 


U 

□ 

□ 



57 hfideous 

58 Yute 

59 Eastern 


60 Practice I 
bout 


61 -Minor 

62 Compass point 

63 Everything 

64 Majors 
65’— Goto 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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j Road ‘ tolls 9 
i on the way 

Orfr ACCORDING TO a 
senior official at the Ministry 
of Public Works and Hous- 
ing, the Kingdom's roads 
need maintenance at a cost of 
JD 60 million whereas the 
budget allocates only JD 5 
million for this project. He 
said the ministry is conduct- 
ing a statistical field study on 
the transportation sector in 
order to improve the roads 
network. Based on the study, 
the ministry will prepare a 
detailed report recommend- 
ing the collection of tolls on 
highways used by transit 
vehicles and will request the 
overnment that the pro- 
ceeds be given to the ministry 
‘ £ cany out the necessary 
rc&d maintenance. The offi- 
qJ said that the tariff will be 
sp^afied for various roads 
the green light is given 


by 


the government. He 


that preliminary views 
pQjjji to implementing the 
£ojj ‘<cheme on: Zara-Ghor 
Haditheb road, Aqaba- 
£J™A1 Jafr-Al Azraq-Iraqi 
bordC road, Prince Abdullah 
Brid®; - Amman road and the 
hiehuW between fo« Syrian 
and Ir?S* borders. The statis- 
tic. a }d the study wifl be 
comple** 1 mid-April *95 
(A1 EXr rtour 5- 

^ ThJ MINISTER of in- 
terior Warned trucks from us- 
ine thei a f a - Ghor Haditheh 

road des££ ng a “i v * tal 
tourist^highway which was 

not basie 1 ^ for 

heavy vetf cles ( M 

☆☆ NAZZAL, 

president Pf ** Jordanian 
Hotels S4K& ">*. 
were abomfo*? r P? ms 
\itb 10,00d_bedi sforouriioiit 
the Kingdom while m E? at 
alone, the/ *£ re 

6.000 roouP- He *“*? 1iM 
the Israelis were planning to 

raise the Sjf r trt of in h ?Jg 
rooms in . Jat . t0 
whereas tfae° umber of r P OI P s 
in Anaba di* 1 not exceed the 

-THE MAJORITY of 
water wells' “ A?™",? 1 * 
i not licensed » “X 
water. Ontf «*° W'ranons 
; have been received for lieens- 
ing although there are thirty 
• private wjter wells m the 
1 Amman Cfoverncrate. There 
..is a total of 61 private water 
ywells all over Jordan. 
Recording to the law, it is 
prbidden for anyone to sell 
lr transport water without a 
lior written approval. Own- 
U of water wells are re- 
tired to pay an annual JD 
fee to the Water Author- 
ity I (A1 Ra’i). 

Ready-Mix Concrete and 
struction Supplies Com- 
y is offering 750,000 
I ss, at a JD 1 par value, 

L iublic subscription start- 
l darch 20 until April 10, 
The firm, registered at 
[fimstry of Industry and 
on Peb. 4, 1995 as a 
| shareholding company 
JD 3 million capital, 

: setting up and mana g- 
l dories to make aim 
i trade iw ready-mix concrete, 
enrb sffones and bricks. The 
company also aims at setting 
up hoiusing projects for 
limited^income people. Main 
founder^ of the company are: 

* ram and Raja A1 
100,000 each), 
lational Bank, the 
and the National 
Securities (JD 
i), UDEEL En- 
i prises Ltd (a British firm 
™ jp 100.000), Edward 
BaWB b (JD 100,000), the 
Bank of Jordan and Business 
Bank (JD 50,000 each). Fares 
~ v , Tewfiq 
ana 
, 000 ). 

The total number of founders 
was 127 accounting for a JD 

2.250.000 equity. Only 25 per 
cent of the value of the share 

' should be paid upon subscrib- 
ing with the rest to be paid 
over the coining four years. 

:! The capital will go mainly to 
; finance the cost of mixers, 

S pumps and other equipment 
estimated at JD 1.34 million 
and to operational expenses 
(JD 1.02 million) (A! Ra’i). 

■JrAThe Jordan Electric Pow- 
;r Company requests all sub- 
scribers to pay their electric- 
ity bills within one week from 
; today. Die company will dis- 
\ connect the power lines of all 
defaulters (Al Ra'i). 


Jawdat.l 

AJami 
Jordan 
Arab Bs 
Portfolio 
100,000 



Gulf gold consumption 
falls through weak 
demand from Saudis 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Lower de- 
mand in Saudi Arabia de- 
pressed gold consumption in 
the Gulf by nearly 10 per cent 
in 1994 but it is expected to 
pick up in 1995, the World 
Gold Council (WGC) has 
said. - - — - 

Overall consumption of the 
yellow metal in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) stood at around 207.2 
tonnes in 1994 compared with 
232.7 tonnes in 1993. said 
Pedro Bertran, WGC Middle 
East and India manager. 

“The demand for 1994 in 
the Gulf area was lower than 
the 1993 demand level due to 
the softening of demand in 
Saudi Arabia,”, he said in a 
statement. 

“However, the significant 
increase in demand in Saudi 
Arabia in the last quarter as 
compared with demand in the 
first, second and third quar- 
ters of 1994 provides room 
for optimism for stimulation 
in demand in 1995,” he 
added. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — are 


among the biggest gold con- 
sumers in the world because 
of strong demand from 
women and the high per capi- 
ta income. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, has emerged as the 
largest gold market in the 
Middle East, with an esti- 
mated consumption of 174 
tonnes in 1994 compared with 
200 tonnes in 1993. 

The UAE emirate of 
Dubai, the Middle East’s 
main transhipment centre, is 
one of the biggest gold im- 
porters in the world. Imports 
totalled 257.1 tonnes in 1994 
compared with 227.9 tonnes 
in 1993 while consumption 
grew by around two per cent 
to 33.2 tonnes from 32.7 ton- 
nes in the same period. 

Dubai has a population of 
around 600,000 but a large 
part of its gold imports is 
reexported to India, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, Kuwait Pakis- 
tan, other Asian countries 
and the former Soviet Union. 

WGC figures showed Gulf 
gold consumption accounted 
for nearly 8.5 per cent of the 
total world demand of 
2,442.9 tonnes in 1994. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(March 6 - March 10, 1995) 

AMMAN — The dollar witnessed major fluctuations 
against other major currencies last week, especially against 
the mark. It ended the week 3.56 per cent lower against the 
yen, 0.78 per cent lower against the mark and 3.41 per cent 


higher against sterling. 
The U.S. 


unit declined sharply against other major 
currencies Monday 6/3/1995, as foe dollar continued its 
decline that began at the end of foe previous week. The 
dollar's decline came on the back of foe sharp rise of foe 
mark against foe European currencies; in addition to 
dealers’ worries that foe U.S. president plan to extend 
loans to Mexico at foe end of last January might limit foe 
U.S. treasury's capability to support the dollar. 

The dollar continued its depredation against other major 
currendes Tuesday, setting new post World War II records 
against the mark and foe yen. Despite foe sharp decline in 
foe dollar, foe Federal Reserve (Fed) and foreign central 
banks refrained from intervening in foe market, which 
contributed to the dollar's decline. Meanwhile, analysts 
indicated that growing expectations that an Increase in 
German interest rates sooner than expected was a major 
obstacle against foe dollar. 

The dollar appredated against other major currencies 
Wednesday, however, after officials in foe European and 
American monetray authorities, expressed their concern 
over foe deterioration of foe dollar. A Bundesbank 
member indicated that a cut in the German interest rates 
were possible if the dollar continues to decline. Comments 
by Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, before foe 
Congress also contributed to the dollar rise. Mr. Greens- 
pan told the Congress that it was important to keep foe 
U.S. currency stable, and that foe Fed would not hesitate 
tightening its monetary policy if necessary. 

The dollar continued its appreciation against foe mark 
and the yen Thursday, following increased speculation that 
the Mexican government would have to undertake certain 
measures to stabilise foe economy. 

On Friday, foe dollar continued its rise against foe mark 
and sterling, while stabilising against foe yen. Reports 
indicated that trading sought direction, rumours, and 
uncertainty were spread over the market. Analysts also 
indicated that February unemployment report and com- 
ments by Federal Reserve chairman and treasury secretary 
had little effect in the dollar exchange rates. The U.S. 
non-farm payrolls rose by 318 thousand in February, 
compared to a rise of 134 thousand in January, prompting 
foe unemployment rate to decline from 5.7 per cent to 5.4 
per cent. Meanwhile, Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin, 
indicated before the Congress that Mexico was im- 
plementing an appropriate stringent monetary policy, while 
Mr. Greenspan, doubted that foe Mexican financial crisis 
was a major factor in foe dollar’s decline. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.4125 marks, 
90.90 yen and at SI. 5740 to sterling. 
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Iraqi oil reserve figures baffle Western oilmen 


BAGHDAD (R) — Western 
oilmen, taking part in an oil 
conference here, are treating 
Iraq’s recent forecasts for fu- 
ture crude production and 
reserves with caution. 

“Anyone would salivate 
over such figures. But figures 
are something and real busi- 
ness is something else,” said 
a Western participant who 
declined to be named. 

“There are also a number 
of things which, arithmetical- 
ly, cannot be correct,’’ foe 
expert added. He did not 
elaborate. 

Oil Minister Safa Hadi 
Jawad told more than 250 
energy specialists Saturday 
foat Iraq had giant unde- 
veloped oilfields foat could 
produce more than 4.5 mil- 
lion barrels per day (b/d). 


But Mr. Jawad also said 
Iraq needed $25 billion to 
revitalise its upstream oil in- 
dustry over the next five to 
eight years. 

He said Iraq possessed at 
least 112 billion barrels of 
proven reserves and 214 bil- 
lion of probable reserves. 

“If statements by OPEC 
members on reserves and 
production figures are all 
valid, (the) price will go to 
nothing," the Western spe- 
cialist said. 

Baghdad diplomats said in 
rebuilding its oil industry, 
Iraq would fust face an uphill 
battle in the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) to regain the 
3.14 million b/d quota it had 
before it invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 


Mr. Jawad said in a televi- 
sion interview last week that 
two million b/d of Iraq's lost 
market share were now .being 
produced by Saudi Arabia, 
its diehard foe since foe 1991 
war. 

“It would be bard to per- 
suade a country to relinquish 
part of the quota it fought so 
hard for,” said one diplomat. 

Iraq’s oil exports have 
been blocked by U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed after it invaded 
Kuwait. The U.N. Security 
Council will review foe sasne- 
tions Monday but no change 
is expected. 

Tashtan Revi of the British 
trading and shipping firm 
Gan oil said British oil com- 
panies in foe conference were 
taking Mr. Jawad's figures 
seriously. 
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“They cannot just suit and 
•wait,” he said, noting the 
strong presence of British oil 
firms in Iraq in the past. 

Tom Earls of the Irish firm 
Aran Energy said many of 
the Western specialists would 
refrain from taking any deci- 
sions before going back to 
their base countries. “We 
need to go back and check,” 
he said. 

He said as long as Iraq 
remained outside interna- 
tional markets everything 
said or done here would be 
“speculation.” 

“The market is volatile and 
it is good for speculators. 
When foe embargo is lifted 
we will all know foe truth,” 
he added. 

There are no representa- 
tives from U.S. firms in foe 
conference, bnt half a dozen 
U.S. journalists and a consul- 
tant, Tom Stauffer, attend 
the meetings. 

“U.S. companies would 
have liked to come but 
Clintonites have prevented 


them. We are potentially los- 
ing out to our competitors,” 
Mr. Stauffer said. 

Mr. Staffer said he work- 
ed for severrai U.S. oil firms 
which be refused to name. 

u It is too late for the U.S. 
This is something that we 
should worry about,” he said. 

Asked to comment on the 
figures given by Mr. Jawad, 
Mr. Stuff er said: "It is not 
impossible. Potential re- 
serves here are so large. 
There are some splendid oil- 
fields here to be developed.” 

He said the Americans 
thought Iraq was “unreason- 
able in negotiations. But 
Venezeula has a bad record 
and U.S. firms do business 
there. Opportunities here are 
better.” 

Gennadi Temnov, vice- 
president of the Russian 
Kond ■ Petroleum, said Iraq 
had asked his company to 
develop three oilfields and 
feasibility studies were under 
way. 


Shanghai reportedly provides 
best foreign investment 
opportunity in China 


SHANGHAI (AFP) — Chi- 
na’s eastern metropolis Shan- 
ghai is the country's best de- 
veloped city for foreign in- 
vestment, according to the 
results of a China Industry 
and Commerce Association 
survey. 

Shanghai, where total con- 
tracted foreign investment 
reached a record $10 bQfion 
in 1994, led the booming 
southern city of Guangzhou 
and foe Shenzhen special 
economic zone, the Shanghai 
Securities News said. 

Last year, 3,802 foreign- 
funded projects were 
approved, up 4.2 per cent 
from 1993. 

Other leading dries, in 
order, included Dalian, Beij- 
ing, Zfauhai, Qingdao, Xia- 
men and Ningbo, said die 
survey, conducted with the 
Beijing Retail Market Survey 
Co.. 

Most of these cities are 
situated along China’s east- 
ern coast, where foe pace of 
development outstrips inland 
provinces. 

Shanghai Vice Mayor 
Zhao Qizbeng, who is also 
foe director of foe city’s 
Pudong New Area Adminis- 
tration Committee, was 
quoted as saying the munici- 
pality owed, its success to 
other Chinese cities that had 
invested in its development. 

“Pudong’s development is 
Ihe result of support from the 


whole country,” he was 
quoted by the Wenhm daily 
as saying. 

The Pudong area in the 
Shanghai’s east has received 
central government approval 
to develop into a major fi- 
nance and trade zone. 

Mr. 7h*n compared the 
business zone to a “football 
field that only needed a qual- 
ified team to play on it” 

“After five years, construc- 
tion is almost complete in 
Pudong,” he said. “From 
now on we will change the 
focus from construction to 
more operations.” 

In his government work 
Premier Li Peng said 
i would “continue to de- 
velop the special economic 
zones and foe new Pudong 
District in Shanghai, giving 
full play to the role of the 
coastal open cities and 
areas.” 

The survey, which polled 
some 2,400 foreign business- 
men with operations in 39 
Chinese cities, rated foe in- 
vestment climate according 
to the availability of a qual- 
ified work force, supply and 
distribution of goods, and 
telecommunications. 

Many respondents said 
more work needed to be 
done on telecommunications 
infrastructure, the newspaper 
said. 
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World Figure Skating Championships 


Bobek’s tears lead to bronze 


Chen strikes gold at last 


BIRMINGHAM (AP) — 
U.S. champion Nicole Bobek 
fell down twice, hung her 
bead at the end of her routine 
and left the ice in tears. Still, 
she was good enough to win 
the bronze medal Saturday at 
the World Figure Skating 
Championships. 

Bobek, the 17-year-old 
problem chiid-turned-ice 
princess, had an improbable 
gold within her grasp after 
winning Friday’s short prog- 
ramme. Instead, she was 
overtaken by an smooth and 
stylisb performance from 
Chen Lu. who became the 
first Chinese skater ever to 
win a world title. 

"It wasn’t my best per- 
formance,” said Bobek, who 
crashed to the ice after a 
triple loop and a triple sal- 
chow.” I was upset that I did 
miss those two jumps. They 
were very easy jumps for 
me.” 

Having blown a chance for 
the gold, Bobek then had to 
sweat it out through the last 
four skaters. Then came the 
joy of realising she'd hung for 
a place on the podium. 

“This has helped a lot,” 
she said. “I've proved to a lot 
of people that all this stuff 
written about me didn't affect 
me, and I think that’s what 
they wanted it to do." 

Moments after Bobek 
skated, her American team- 
mate Michelle Kwan was also 
crying at the end of her prog- 
ramme. But these were tears 
of joy for a spotless perform- 
ance that lifted Kwan to 
fourth and signaled that the 
14-year-old skater would, 
like Bobek, be a title conten- 
der for years to come. 

"There was nothing I could 
have done better,” said 
Kwan. who was fifth after the 
short. “It was overwhelming 
with everybody standing and 
clapping and waving. It was 
unbelievable.” 

In the quirky world of fi- 
gure skating scoring, it was 
ironic that Kwan’s perform- 
ance actually took the silver 


away from Bobek. Kwan 
finished one place ahead of 
Bobek in the free skate, 
knocking her teammate down 
tiie one vital position that was 
just enough to improve 
France's Surya Bonaly to 
second overall. 

"I think her for helping 
me," said Bonaly. smiling. 

Bonaly, the five-time 
European champion and pre- 
competition favourite, blew 
her chance for the gold with a 
flawed performance in the 
short that left ber fourth. But 
on Saturday, the 21-year-old 
French skater roared back 
with her usual lightning-bolt 
of energy and brute athletic- 
ism, hitting seven triple 
jumps in a routine to gypsy 
music. 

The performance of the 
day, however, belonged to 
Chen. Wearing a red dress, 
tiie 18-year-old Chinese ska- 
ter hit four triples in her 
programme to “The Last 
Emperor” soundtrack. But 
her smooth liners and elegant 
tracing were even more im- 
pressive, reflected in nothing 
but 5.8s and 5.9s for artistic 
impression. 

Bobek's performance all 
week showed nerves of steel 
behind a school-girl smile. 
Having felled to qualify as a 
relative unknown last year, 
she came back this time to 
win her -qualifying group on 
Monday as well as Friday's 
short. 

A self-described free spirit 
with a distaste for training 
and a reputation for going 
astray on foreign skating 
trips, Bobek went through 
eight coaches in eight years 
before signing on with 
Richard Callaghan last sum- 
mer. 

Callaghan introduced a 
strict practice regimen, which 
paid off with a shock victory 
over Kwan at last month's 
U.S. nationals. 

Then word leaked out that 
Bobek bad entered a con- 
ditional plea of guilty in Janu- 



Nkofe Bobek of the U.S. 

ary for home invasion of a 
fellow skater's house. 

The case was dismissed be- 
cause one of the conditions of 
Bobek's plea was that it not 
be made public. Her lawyer 
then alleged that a rival ska- 
ter or former coach was be- 
hind the leak. 

That led to media siege 
around Bobek's practice rink 
in Detroit. Bobek was 
shielded inside, ber free- 
spirit attitude the perfect re- 
medy to shake off the fuss. 

“For a 17-year-old teen- 
ager, I think she's grown up 
fast and I think she’s learned 
to focus and use some 


strengths that she didn't 
know she had,” Callaghan 
said. “Third in the world with 
two mistakes shows that, 
minus some mistakes, she's 
got a great future.” 

“She’s changed completely 
from when I first started 
working with her in June,” 
Callaghan said, “And I think 
she's a really different person 
on the ice and off the ice.” 
Bobek smiled as Callaghan 
praised ber, the free spirit 
glowing from within. 

“I’m still the same old 
Nicole,” she said, flashing a 
mischievous grin. "Just 
grown up a bit." 


BIRMINGHAM (R) — 
When a foot injury forced 
Chen Lu out of last year’s 
world figure skating cham- 
pionship in Japan, the doctor 
advised ber to take six 
months off and have an op- 
eration. 

Without surgery, he said, 
she might have to stop skat- 
ing for up to a year. 

That was too much for 
Chen to take, so die sought a 
second opinion. 

In Beijing, a Chinese doc- 
tor treated the stress fracture 
of her right instep, kept her 
off the ice for a month and 
said surgery would not be 
necessary. 

By the end of last April, 
Chen had joined the busy 
world tour of Olympic and 
world champions. She did not 
have the operation, nor did 
she stop skating. And now 
she is world champion, the 
first for China in the sport. 

Chen captured the title in a 
tight battle with Sinya Bona- 
ly of France on Saturday, 
winning on a countback after 
□either had a majority of first 
place votes from the nine 
judges. 

Her victory was a long time 
coming after first taking 
bronze at the 1992 World 
Championships in Oakland, 
California. A year later she 
was third again as Oksana 
Bain! won the gold medal. 

And at last year’s Lille- 
hammer Olympics, Chen had 
to settle for third once more. 
Then the injury prevented 
her from capitalising on the 
absence in Japan of the two 
who had beaten her in Nor- 
way, Baiul and Nancy Kerri- 
gan. 

She said she felt “quiet 
lucky'* after Saturday’s 
triumph. 

“I worked hard and this is 
my result from that hard 
work. It is not only the first 
time for me but for China and 
that has great significance to 
me,” said Chen, 

The work began as a s mall 
child for Chen, who grew up 



Chinese Chen Lu displays her gold medal (AFP photo) 


in the hard winters of Chang- 
chun City in the remote Jilin 
Province. 

There are just three ice 
rinks in the [ 
one near her home, 
the city has a population of a 

mill i nn. 

Chen began skating in the 
crowded xmk at the age of 
five, encouraged by a mother 
who was a successful table 
tennis player and father who 
played ice hockey. 

Her coach, Li Mingzhu, 
discovered her when she was 
10, by which time she was 
already doing triple jumps. 

Li found her very talented 


and hard working and by the 
age of 12 she had won the 
first of her seven successive 
national titles. She won the 
world junior crown in 1990 
when she was 14. 

Chen spends most of each 
year training in Beijing and 
modi of each day on tiie ice, 
with an extra hour devoted to 
physical conditioning and 
studying dance. 

By nature she is quiet, 
daim and shy. 

Though 18, she is, in coach 
Li’s words, “kill a child. She 
has not thought at all about 
what she wants to do when 
she stops skating.” 


Pele causes commotion 
at Pan Am 
Olympic village 


MaR DEL PLATA, Argentina (AP) — 
Brazilians have a saying that even an old king 
never loses his majesty. Just ask Pele. 

The retired “king” of soccer got a regal 
reception when he paid a surprise visit Satur- 
day to the compound of the Brazilian delega- 
tion at the Pan. American Games. 

Athletes, diplomats, chambermaids, secur- 
ity guards and journalists dropped everything 
and rushed to have their photo taken with the 
world's greatest soccer star. Pele graciously 
attended them all. 

‘T keep thinking that it won't happen, that 
it’s all in the past. Bnt I still get a thrill with 
the attention,” he said. 

Pele, 54, retired as a player in 1977, but 
now he is more active than ever in a new role, 
as Brazil’s cabinet-level minister of sports. 

“I lost status,” be joked. “I stopped being a 
king and dropped to minister.” 

Pele arrived Friday in this seaside resort 
city, hoping to see the Brazilian soccer team's 
opening game against Costa Rica. But he got 
in late and had to watch Brazil's 2-0 victory on 
television. 

He praised the play of the young squad, a 
second-string team of players under 20. The 
‘A* team will play m the World Junior 
Championships in Nigeria. 

“Brazil has lots of quality players, enough 
to form three or four national teams,” he said. 


Pele plans to step up sports exchanges and 
cooperation with neighbour — and traditional 
rival — Argentina, especially in preparation 
for the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 

The idea is shared by Argentine president 
Carlos Menem, a sports enthusiast who put up 
Pele at his beach bouse on the outskirts of this 
city. 

And Pele has lots more ideas that promise 
to shake up Brazilian sports. They range from 
finding private sponsors for amateur sports to 
breaking up what he called “dictatorships” in 
some sports federations, notably judo and 
basketball. 

“I didn’t join this team to lose,” he said. “I 
plan to fulfill 100 per cent of what I set out to 
do." 

To help him in that task, Pele said be has 
enlisted the help of top sports figures, includ- 
ing three-time formula one racing champion 
Nelson Piquet and former soccer star So- 
crates. 

What his ministry doesn't have, he said, is 
money. 

“The first thing I learned as minister was: 
‘'There’s no budget yet,” he said with a laugh. 

Still, Pele expects to accomplish a lot simply 
with the contacts and prestige he built over 
the years. And he is plunging ahead with the 
irresistible impetus he once showed charging 
tiie enemy goal. 

“Life is beginning now,” be said. 


Marketing / Public Relation Manager 


Alahlia~Abela Superstore is looking for a dynamic 
Marketing/ Public Relation Manager to handle aE marketing 
and advertising activities. 

Ideal candidate has the following qualifications: 

• A graduate from a certified university. 

• Fluent in English and Arabic. 

• Has dealt with Retail Promotion Elements, Public 
Relation, Advertising, Personal Selling and Sales 
Promotions. 

• Must have pleasant personality, able to handle all 
customers’ claims and services. 

Compensation will be commensurate with qualifications. 

Please bring your CV to our offices 
or send it by Fax: 688581 
to the attention of Mr. Abdallah Jazarah. 



Hornets sting Heat with 3-point barrage 


CHARLOTTE (R) — The 
Hornets stung the Heat with 
a rash of three pointer on 
Saturday to extend their Cen- 
tral Division lead and inch 
doser to claiming the second 
best record in the Eastern 
Conference. 

Hersey Hawkins and Dell 
Curry each made three- 
pointers in a game-breaking 
fourth quarter run as Char- 
lotte made a team-record 
dozen long range hoops in 
beating Miami 104-95. 

Hie win improved Charlot- 
te to 39-22, increased their 
lead over Indiana to lVi 
games in the Central and 
moved them within half a 
game of the Knlcks in the 
struggle for second seeding in 
the playoffs behind the 
Orlando Magic. 

Hawkins and Curry each 
connected from long range 
during a 10-4 spurt at the 
start of the fourth quarter 
that broke a 74-74 tie. Miami 
came no closer than three 
points thereafter. 

• “We have a lot of good 
shooters on tins team. Any- 
one can get hot,” Charlotte 
guard Muggsy Bogues said. 
“Lj (Larry Johnson), Dell 
(Curry) and Hawk (Hersey 
Hawkins) were stroking it 
tonight.” 

Curry finished 5-of-7 from 
three-point range, while 
Johnson connected on 3-of-4. 
Hawkins made 3-of-6 from 
long distance and Burrell 
made his only attempt. Larry 
Johnson scored 25 points and 
Alonzo Mounting and Curry 
had 21 points. 

Glen Rice scored 28 points 



Los Angeles Lakers centre Made Divac (left) fights far 
control of the ball as Chicago BuBs forward Toni Knkoc 
tries to recover it (AFP photo) 


for Miami. 

In New York, Shawn 
scored 22 points and 
19 rebounds as the 
: Supersedes cruised to 
a 96-84 victory over the New 
York Knicks, who lost centre 
Patrick Ewing with a leg in- 
jnry- 

In Chicago, Sedale Threat! 


and Sam Bowie each scored 
four points in a 15-3 ran as 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
erased a 14- point, fourth- 


quarter deficit in a 108-105 
victory over the Chicago 
Bulls. 

Anthony Peeler scored 22 
points and Vlade Divac con- 
tributed 20 points, 14 re- 
bounds and seven assists for 
the Lakers, who snapped a 
three-game losing streak by 
salvaging die finak of a four- 
game road trip. 

Scottie Pippen scored a 
season-high 40 points for the 
Bulb, who had a three-game 
winning streak snapped. Chi- 
cago bad won its last seven 
home games. 

In Houston, Clyde Drexler 
scored 36 points and Hakeem 
Olajuwon added 34 points 
and 12 rebounds as the Rock- 
ets snapped a five-game los- 
ing streak with a 109-102 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

The Rockets were in dan- 
ger of becoming the first de- 
fending NBA champion to 
lose six consecutive games 
tiie following season. Dallas’ 
102-101 win over Houston on 
February 28 started the 
Rockets’ five-game skid. 

“Tins is the kind of effort 
it’s going to take every 
night,” ■ said Olajuwon. 
“Qyde (Drexler) is a good 
player and you know that 
he’s going to get his points. 
We are the kinds of players 
that can give you that almost 
.every night. When you have a 
player like Clyde it makes 
a lot easier on me.” 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 

Announces the Invitation to Tender 
No.: 13F/95 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
13F/95 (for the supply, supervision of erection 
and commissioning of fine phosphate separating 
& collecting system at Eshidiya Mines, at capac- 
ity of 250 T/H). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time, Thursday 23/3/1995. 
Application for documents should be accom- 
panied by a non-refundable fee of JD (75) for 
each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Wednesday 5th, April 1995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


MM 






RESULTS 


Charlotte 

104 

Miami 

95 

Washington 

110 

New Jersey 

102 

LA Lakers 

108 

Chicago 

105 

Houston 


Dallas 

102 

Seattle 

96 

New York 

84 


A NEW FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms (one master), three bathrooms, living 
room. L-shaped salon, iutty-equipped kitchen; ground Door with 
garage for two cars: with independent central heating, indepen- 
dent entrance, telephone. The apartment is in a new building with 
new furniture. Location: Al Rabfva, behind the Chinese Embassy. 
PI*, call Tel. 827974 



Super deluxe office, space 100m : 
new and elegant furniture, 
two telephone lines, central 
heating and air conditioning. 


A*M -JA8AL AMMAN - PRINCE MOHAMMED STR 
OPPOSITE TQ AL-BURJ BUILDING 

For further information plane 6 1 2 8 5 8 
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Graf, 

„5 

Martinez' 

reach 
final 

DELRAY BEACH (Agen- 
cies) — Three-time defend- 
ing champion Steffi Graf 
worked her way into the final 
of the $430,000 Delray Beach 
women’s tournament, while 
second seed Condrita Mar- 
tinez advanced Saturday 
without a worry. 

The top-seeded Graf took 
69 minutes to defeat fellow- 
German and third-seeded 
Alike Huber 6-4 6-4. 

Martinez spent a brief six 
minutes on court when her 
opponent, fourth-seeded 
Brenda Schultz of the 
Netherlands, retired from the 
match with a left thigh muscle 
injury she suffered in Friday’s 
quarter-finals. 

The Spaniard was serving 
in the second game of the 
first set, leading 1-0, when 
the 15th-ranked Schultz quit 
the match. 

Prior to the match, there 
was speculation about who 
would be left standing in the 
Martmez-Schultz match sine, 
the Spaniard had also sus 
mined an injury, to her . 
hip, in her Friday quartc^ j; 
final. - 

Schultz became the la'^f - 
in a string of casualties atfog ■; 
event. Ten other players • 
were supposed to conr^^- : 
here called in sick wi£f a 
variety of medical prob cms 
Graf, who benefittedf^^ ■ 
the sick-out when 
Rittner of Germany <j c _ ; 
faulted in their quarter ^,,! 
maintained her imtar^ s j. ie d , 
record against Huber b’ 
ing her eighth 
tory against her. 

“I'm a little stiff j" 
play her because I ^ ^e ‘ 
match a little too mac h - . 
Huber said. “Maybe j 
too much respect fcj. ^ » „ 
Graf, however, ik lon p er 
feels her status bot^^ j| u . _ 
ber. r 

“In the beginning ^ ^ 
couple of matches w» „i awf i 
I could feel that,” Jdd’ 

“I don’t think that a, v 
in the last two or tiw 
^jVe both play 

^ P^y*” had difficulty*: 
working through ^ windy’ 
conditions, but G^ 

Heater mental st^th. In 

at (MO m the when 

“«^™cnoi.lna 

wiS” f H bC, ted a win- 
ning backhand re^, 

Grrfwentaheaq^jntjie 

bnt Mubcr man- - 

brcak S ™ the fourth . 
game. Graf failed lj0 

ise on two match points she 
had on Huber’s serfe in ^ 
.ninth game, but seized cant 
the match at 40-30 with a 
winning forehand in tiie 10th j 
game. 

Schultz said she felt 
right until Martinez pu 
her wide on the forehand : 
in the middle of the 
game. That strategy 
tested the Dutchwo man ’s 
jury. 

“I stretched for that 
hand and almost fell to 
ground,” Schultz said. 

Martinez, whose only 
tory in 10 tries against 
came in their last enow 
at the 1993 Slims of 
ladelphia, said her in] 
seems to have improved 
“It’s actually recovj 
really good,” Martinez j 
of her hip. “It’s much t 
but it would have been 
if I was playing. This j 
another day of rest 
help me tomorrow.' 

Connors, Borg 

In Naples, Florida 
my Connors, Bjorn : 

Jose-Ltris Gere can. 
final berths in the 
Masters 33-and-over j 
championships Frit 
Borg used conlisti 
ground strokes ajad 
■patented passing shots to 
feat John Lloyd 6-4, 6-4 
Earlier, Connors defea 
Roscoe Tanner 6-3, 6-1, i 
Gere knocked off GmUei 
Vilas 6-2, 7-6 (7-1). Tiie? 
set up fee $300,000 seas 
ending battle Friday of 
top eight performers on 
Chamions Tour. 

Connors broke tanner 
the seventh game of the j 
setto take fee lead. He i 
eight of fee next nine gan 
fin ishi ng off Tanner h 
match lasting 68 mrnutej 
In the second match, C 
had little trouble with Vfl* 
the first set but couldn’t n 
age a break in the second 
Gere do m in at ed in the t 
reak. 

After the match, Vilas 
diagnosed wife a strai 
back and was forced to w 
draw from the doubles i 
tion of the tournament. 
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Maw.-aisali lose 1-0 to 
Qatar’s A1 Arabi 

> - 

. . chat the 

- KAV when 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


*3F. 


• v* «v. 


Jordan's A1 Faisaii Sunday lost their second 
the 5th Arab Cup Winner’s Championship in 
io when they were upset 1-0 by Qatar's A1 Arabi. 

- lie loss put an end to A1 Faisali’s ambitions of 

hj-J,' ' ^ jndflg to the second round of the tournament as they 
1 also lost their opening match 1-0 to Egypt’s Al AhH. 

Faisaii will next play AI Mustaqbal of Tunisia on 
" ■ -/^sday. 

^ y.^V’^Vhe other four teams in the tournament are ritlebolders 
-T^tnpic of Morocco, Al Qadissieh of Kuwait, Al Shabab 
Arabia and Palestine’s Rafah. 

» \lthough Al Faisaii totally dominated the match at the 
■ / ^-vL- jrining of the first half and bad at least four definite 
■y. " ' -raring dances, Hasan Rasbed stunned the Jordanian 
^in when he scored Qatar’s winning goal from a fast 
ilioterattack in the 38th minute. 

.. " '-V? \ minute later Subhi Awad was pushed in the penalty 
- 1 r ~ but the Libyan referee chose not to award him a 
■V' \ -.laity. 

j . Competition record 

' - : Sight teams took part in the inaugural competition which 

: held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia in 1989. Tunisia's Al 

'' Tab won the title. 

j 'k- : _ Ten teams participated in the 1991 championship which 
r ----r; _'3 held in the United Arab Emirates. Morocco's Olympic 
• •. c ... -c-^ re crowned champions. 

. r -'*-.; : .feddah again hosted the championship in 1993. Jordan's 

J Ramtha took part alongside six teams. Morocco's 
1 ^mpic retained their crown. 

‘'■-'- -•...- '.The Qatari capital, Doha, hosted the competition in 
= , >4 when 10 teams took part including Jordan's Al Faisaii. 

..” ;r ~ V; orocco's Olympic won the title foT the third consecutive 
1 ‘ r ■ - V*. 
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VILLA REQUIRED 

table for residence of ambassador, 5-6 bedrooms 
. er facilities such as kitchen equipmeni...etc. Lawn 
sirable but not essential. Preferably in Abdoun, Hashe- 
ah, Khiida. Mecca Street, Shmeisani. 

sase contact Secretary at Tel. Nos. 622787 & 
624680 from 9 a.m. thru 3 p.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

furious super deluxe villa under construction in prime 
Ration in Abdoun, will be ready for occupation in August 

■jilt up area app. 1 ,100 m. aq. (BF, G.F. & F.F.). for rent to 
estem Embassy or diplomatic missions. Possible incor- 
>rating modification to the construction at this stage, in 
ise of agreement. 

ite rested to call 691267 between 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday to Wednesday 


FOR RENT & FOR SALE 

■ jper deluxe furnished ground floor with a 400-square- 
etre garden, in Urn Uthaina, near the commercial area. 
Metric appliances for sale: SONY television and video, 
Anyo video camera and other appliances, 
logical Instruments for sale: ‘Spanish guitar. Italian guitar, 
,ase guitar and other pieces. 

Those interested can call Tel.: 

810472 or 863117 


REQUIRED 


leading International Car Rental Company in 
mman is in need of female contracting officers 
j be located at the five star hotel offices. 

If interested call 601350 
or write to P.O.Box 2020 Amman 
Attn. Personnel Manager. 


URNISHED ROOF APARTMENT 
FOR RENT ' 

furnished apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, 
tting room, large salons with balcony, large kitch- 
i, 3 bathrooms, telephone, separate central heat- 
g and elevator. Yearly rent only, 
jeation: Um Uthainah, Jeezan Str. Bldg. No. (15). 
or more details; Pis. call No. 666034 
from 10:30 a.m. till 1:30 p.m. only 


The British Council 


Enjoying Literature Series 

;-V presents 

Dr Nicholas IM field 

, Poetry: Expectation and Surprise 

»r Linfield of the Jordan University for 
/omen has taught English Literature to non- 
• ative speakers, both at the secondary and 
- w niversity levels and has an international 
. - aching experience. 

Monday March 13 at 5:pm 

, < 
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Indoor Athletics Championships 

ka wins 4th career indoor gold 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
New kids on the block Geir 
Moen, Galina Astafei and 
mystery man Hicham El 
Guerrouj almost stole the 
show at the World Indoor 
Championships Saturday. 

Only they forgot to tell 
Sergey Bubka — who exor- 
cised his Barcelona ghost to 
add yet another title to his 
huge trophy collection. 


Moen’s win in foe 200m, El 
Gnerronj’s shock victory 
over Olympic champion Fer- 
min Cacho in foe 1,500m and 
Astafei's near-faultless dis- 
play for her new country Ger- 
many suggested an overturn- 
ing of the established order. 

Bubka, however — who 
no-heighted at the Olympics 
here three years ago — took 
a gamble that paid off to earn 


himself his third world indoor 
■title ahead of the chasing 
pack. 

He cleared 5.70m first go, 
foes sat it out until 5.90 
which he cleared only at the 
second attempt and only after 
rattling the bar. 

That, however, was 
enough to beat Igor Potapo- 
viefa of Kazakstan (5.80) and 
South African Okkert Brits 



Ivan Predoso of Cuba is airborne during the 
Men’s Lougjump final 11 March evenbig at 
the 5th World Indoor Athletic Championships 


in Barcelona. Predoso set a new cham- 
phmships record by jumping 8^1 metres (AFP 
photo) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfl SHARIF * TAN MAH HRSCH 
TEST YOUR PLAY 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
* K 7 6 
VAQ82 
■: A 6 G 4 2 

*3 


67 


Pam 


WEST 
*J982 
T J 10 4 
10 7 

* A Q 5 2 


EAST 

* 10 5 4 3 
“ 0 

: Q J 9 3 

♦ J 10 8 7 


SOUTH 

* AQ 

7 K 7 6 5 3 

v K 8 

* E 9 S4 
The bidding: 

North East South 
1 v Pam 1 7 
3 7 Pam 4 NT 


Wert 


Pam 


5 7 Pom 

Polyp Pflffff 

Opening lead: Two of ♦ 

How good is your declarer play? 
Cover the East-West hands and try 
to find the best way to reel in this 
contract. 

You reach six hearts via the auc- 
tion shown. North's jump raise 
might be a bit of a stretch, but with 
all prime cards and good trumps, 
even purists might give it grudging 
approval. You checked on aces be- 
fore settling in six hearts. If you 
start to draw trumps, East will show 
out on the second round. 

One line is to remove the remain- 
ing enemy fang. -nHing in dummy, 
then lead a club toward the king. If 
East has the ace, you can ruff a dub, 
discard another on the king of 


spades and claim your slam. 

West produces the ace, but If dia- 
monds are 3-3 all is still well. Unfor- 
tunately , they are not. Down one. 
Not* that it doesn’t help to draw 
only two rounds of trumps and then 
go after dia m o nd s. West will score 
an overruff for the setting trick. 

Go to the head of the class if you 
won the ace of spades, cashed the 
queen of spades and king of dia- 
monds, t hen entered dummy with 
the queen of hearts to discard a 
diamond on the king of spades! Now 
rufTa diamond low, cash the king of 
hearts and ace of hearts to draw 
trumps and ruff another diamond. 
That sets up a long card in dummy 
and your only loser is a club. There's 
still a trump on the table as an entry 
to cash your good diamond. 


and Andrej Tiwontshik of 
Germany, who tied for 
bronze (5.75). 

Bubka said; “After the 
Olympics, this was special. I 
thought it was important for 
me to be here.” 

Dubbed foe fastest white 
man on earth, Moen’s win in 
20.58secs ahead of Bermudan 
Troy Douglas (20.94) and 
Sebastian Keitel of Chile 
(20.98) was almost guaran- 
teed mien British world out- 
door Silver medallist John 
Reds pulled out of foe event 
on Saturday morning, fearing 
injury. 

But the 25-year-old 
Norwegian, who won foe 
European tide last year when 
Regis pulled ont yet again 
with injury, did at least have 
foe consolation of beating the 
British sprinter in the semi- 
finals. 

He said: “I wasn't that 
worried that Regis dropped 
.out — if his hamstring was a 
problem, it was a smart 
move.” 

“My big year will come 
next year But there's a lot to 
do — I need to work on my 
acceleration and start to rival 
foe best.” 

The 20-year-old El Gner- 
rouj, in his first major com- 
petition, poshed the pace a 
long way ont to finally de- 
moralise Cacho, who faded 
from second with 50m to go 
to finish a poor sixth. 

The Moroccan, who won in 
3min 44.54sec ahead of 
Mateo Can ell as of Spain 
(3:44.85) and Eric Nedeau of 
foe United States (3:44.91), 
had posted a warning earlier 
in the season at Cfrenoble 
when finishing behind 
Noureddme Morceli. 

Nobody, however, took 
that warning. Cacho, before 
the race, said be thought be 
was definitely the favourite 
and knew nothing about El 
Gnerrouh except his age — 
which he announced, wrong- 
ly as it happens, as 23. 

The winner said: “I knew 
Cacho has a good finish so I 
began my attack 600m out. I 
was afraid of him — but I had 
a feeling I could win.” 

Astafei, meanwhile, may 
not be such a new face but n 
was a new experience to rep-, 
resent Germany, who .she, has 
just qualified for after a bitter 
feud with the Romanian 
athletics federation. 

The 25-year-old, beaten by 
her new teammate Heike 



Britain’s sprint star Linford Christie is surrounded by fans as 
be appears in the spectators area of the Palau Sant Jordf as a 
mere visitor of the 5th Worid Indoor Athletic Championships 

f AFP nhnfari < 


(AFP photo) 

Henkel at the Barcelona 
Olympics, turned foe tables 
by clearing 2.01m without a 
miss. Already assured of 
gold, she then tried to equal 
foe championship record of 
2.05 but missed out. 

Henkel, bade from having 
a baby last year, took bronze 
on countback behind Euro- 
pean champion Slovenian 
Britta Bilac after both 'had 
cleared 1.99. 

The other highlights came 
from 33-year-old Russian 
Yolanda Chen, who set a 
worid indoor triple jump re- 
cord of 15.03m to take gold, 

PedrosoScuba leapt 8.51 to 
win foe men’s long jump with 
the second-best indoor per- 
formance of an time. 


Only foe legendary Carl 
Lewis, with 8.79 11 years 
ago, has done better. 

There was also a gold for 
Australian Melinda Gains- 
ford, who went one better in 
foe 200m after taking silver in 
Toronto by clocking 22.64sec 
ahead of Pauline Davis of foe 
Bahamas and Natalya Voro- 
nova of Russia. 

No such hid: for Lynn Jen- 
nings of the United States, a 
bfonze medallist two years 
ago but who lost out to Roma- 
nian Gabriela Szabo over 
3000m. 

Szabo, in her first indoor 
race since 1989, produced foe 
perfect ambush on foe final 
lap to time Smin 54.50sec 
after the American had done 
all the r unnin g. 


HAMMOUDEH 

I— I CHIT- 
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Hammoudeh Hair designer is 
Pleased to Welcome his customers 
at his new Salon at the fifth Circle, 
behind Whispers Restaurant. ' 

For Enquiries & appointments 
Please call: 812437 


Bw Housa of African Ait 



mmm. 


Now is the best time to buy 
African Art 

15 % - 30 % off regular prices 

Al-Burj (Tower) Building, Ground Floor Telefax: 612104 


WHY NOT 
MASTER 
ENGLISH? 

A good command of English can ensure your success! It can 
improve your chances of promotion — get you a better job - 
increase your earning power and enhance your social life. Yon 
can acquire it quickly and easily. 

Why You Can Be Successful 

Your training has been specially written 
for people wrtiose mother tongue is not 
English. You receive full tuition in the 
English language. You learn how to write 
business letters, reports, memos, conduct 
meetings and produce the minutes. You 
are shown how to punctuate, improve 
your spelling and develop your 
vocabulary. Grammar is made rosy! The 
result - you learn how to write and speak 
correct English. 

If you would like full details of this 
specialist training - including proof of 
success by former students - send the 
coupon NOW. No cosl No obligation. 
Details FREE. 


• First-class home- 
study course - 
direct from England 

a Spoken English on 
cassette tapes 

• Diploma in 
Business English 

• Specialist tutors 

« 1 month Free Trial 

9 Study at your own 
pace 


Never again need you fed ashamed of your English. 


FOR SALE 


MERCEDES 
RE-CREATION VAN 
1980 

Fore More Details Cal! 861 990 


j. 


'FOR RENT j^^ 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 
fr One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: JaJbal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 


. piutc otJ me FREE deuub about home-study training and specialist Diplomas. ■ 

, block capitals please i 

i Surname 

1 Other Names - i 


Address 


; BUSINESS TRAINING Dept. BDX395, 

i 7 Date Sheet, Manchester. Ml 1JB, England. CAC.C. Accredited. 




IMPORTANT NOTICE 

LEABWAY CONTAINER LINE NIMER CARGO SERVICES cST. 

Attn, embassies, diplomatic missions, int’l. organisations and firms stationed in Jordan. 

Nimer Cargo Services Est. 

announces the addition of unprecedented service to its distinguished services. In cooperation with 

Leadway Container Line, 

NOW and for the first time in Jordan, we are ready to accept your export sea freight on the basis of 

☆☆ LCL - (LESS THAN CONTAINER LOAD) ☆☆ 

anywhere in Jordan to the following destinations: 

Europe, Africa, U.S.A., Canada, Central America and Caribbean Sea, South 

America, Far East and Indian Sub-continent, Australia and New Zealand . 

In addition to our unique services for full container load, airfreight, packing, customs 
clearance... .etc. 

For more information and reservation, please contact us at the following address: 

Tel.: 695283 Telefax: 695284 - Shmeisani-Ghalfa Build. 

P.O.Box: 212842, Amman - Jordan 
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Cinema Tel. : 634144 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 


PHILADELPHIA 

PLAZA 

a’ ■ 

r t ' „ ■ 

A 

Eddie Murphy 
in 

Patrick Swayze 

t 

Beverly HiBls Cop 3 

in 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 

Father Hood 

j . ■ _ 

Tom Sr Jerry 

At 11:00 a.m. 

Shows: 12:30. 3-J0. S. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “I* 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit a Andadileh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6:00. 8:30. I MB 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30. 5:45. 11. -00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Mousa Hijazin “Suma'ah” 
in the political comedy 
“Hi Citizen” 

Author and Director: Mohammad Al 
Shawaqfeh 

Daily starting -8;30 p.m. 
Monday is the weekly holiday 


Tef.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Maahini Theatre 

“Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 1 
day _ „ ■ 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEAT tfB 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SAJLAM YA SALAM. 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre is closed - 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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Major arrives in 
Israel promising 
more British help 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
British Prime Minister John 
Major arrived in Israel on 
Sunday, pledging to bolster 
bilateral ties and reinforce 
Mideast peace talks by 
strengthening economic 
bonds with the Jewish state. 

Accompanying Mr. Major 
were 30 top British business- 
men, among them repre- 
sentatives of companies that 
used to abide by an Arab 
boycott of Israel. 

“Each and every one of 
them share my belief that 
even stronger economic and 
financial ties between Britain 
and Israel will strengthen the 
bonds that already unite us,” 
Mr. Major told Pnme Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and 
cabinet ministers at a wel- 
coming ceremony. 

“I also believe that they 
can make a contribution to 
peace,” Mr. Major added. 

In interviews before his de- 
parture, Mr. Major suggested 
he would offer more financial 
aid to the ailing Palestinian 
self-rule government in Gaza 
when he meets Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat there on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Major told Israel radio 
that it was “very important to 
both sides in the peace pro- 
cess to know that countries 
around the world stand be- 
hind that process.” 

He said Britain was “pre- 
pared to play a pan also in 
the economic and other 
aspects in ensuring the peace 
process can be carried for- 
ward,” including behind-the- 
scenes contacts. 

Israel's relations have been 
bumpy with Britain, which 
ruled the area before Israel 
was created in 1948. Mr. Ma- 
jor is only the second British 
premier to visit the Jewish 
state, after Magarei Thatch- 
er, who came m May 1986. 

Mr. Major made a point to 
define today’s Israeli-British 
relations as “the warmest 
possible friendship.” 

In a conciliatory gesture, 
Mr. Major left home the 
Foreign Office official in 
charge of the Middle East. 
Douglas Hoggr who had 
plans to visit PLO headquar- 
ters in Jerusalem. 

Israel opposes such a visit, 
and one of Mr. Hogg's de- 
puties, Andrew Green, will 


instead pay a “courtesy call” 
on PLO officials there on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Rabin said relations 
were “close and very friend- 
ly” and noted London's con- 
cern for the peace and secur- 
ity of Israel and the Middle 
East. 

He also congratulated Mr. 
Major on the framework for 
peace in Northern Ireland 
before the two men went into 
talks at the Israeli premier's 
office. 

Mr. Major said he wants to 
help improve conditions for 
.the Palestinians and will offi- 
cially hand over a fleet of SO 
police patrol vehicles. 

Britain is a major donor to 
the autonomy authority, pro- 
viding $120 million a year 
over and above its 16 per cent 
share of the $600 million 
pledged by the European Un- 
ion. 

Mr. Major will go on to 
Amman on Tuesday and re- 
con firm “longstanding 
friendly relations” with Jor- 
dan in talks Wednesday with 
King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, a British official said. 

Palestinian officials were 
buoyed by Mr. Major’s 
promises of aid. 

“We hope Major’s visit will 
take this peace process one 
step forward,” Palestinian 
Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath said, referring to both 
the political and business 
aspects of the visit. 

Only about S2Q0 million of 
a pledged S2.4 billion over 
five years from donor coun- 
tries have arrived in Gaza 
since last year. An Israeli 
official estimated the PLO 
deficit at $300 million, 

Israel radio estimated that 
Mr. Arafat's government was 
losing about SI million a day 
under a closure barring most 
Gazan workers — along with 
West Bank Palestinians — 
from entering Israel since a 
Jan. 22 suicide bombing that 
killed 21 Israelis. 

According to the Maariv 
daily, Mr. Major last visited. 
Palestinian turf as a member 
of parliament in 1982, when a 
stone whizzed by only inches 
from his head during a tour of 
the West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem. “I could have died 
there,” he was quoted as. 
saying. 


Rabbani forces and 
Talibans locked in 
duel of artillery 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Afghan government jets and 
artillery pounded the Taliban 
militia base outside Kabul on 
Sunday after driving its forces 
and those of an opposition 
faction from the city, witnes- 
ses said. 

Dozens of people were kil- 
led and wounded as Taliban 
militants slammed Kabul 
with rockets. Radio Kabul 
reported. 

The broadcast said the 
militia fired an unspecified 
number of rockets, mainly 
from the western Khairabad 
district. 

The radio, controlled by 
supporters of President 
Burbanuddin Rabbani, did 
not give details. 

Earlier, sources in Kabul’ 
said the Afghan capital was 
subjected to one of the 
heaviest rocket attacks in re- 
cent weeks. 

They said Talibans based 
at Dashti Sakhawa airstrip, 
formerly held by Hezb-e- 
Islami of former Premier 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. 
targeted Kabul's eastern sub- 
urbs. 

Rockets also landed in the 
city's Wazir Akbar Khan dis- 
trict and areas close to the 
radio station, they said. 

The attack followed Tali- 
ban’s defeat in Saturday's 
fighting in the southwest part 
of the city at the hands of Mr. 
Rabbani’s troops under the 
command of former Defence 
Ministr Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Rabbani troops, forcing 
another Taliban retreat Sun- 
day. pushed into the foothills 
■southeast of Kabul, the 
sources said. 

A Defence Ministry 
spokesman told reporters the 
attack on the Charasyab base 
south of Kabul was intended 
to drive all government rivals 
out of rocketing distance of 
the capital. 

Taliban, driven out of its 
newly-captured Karte Seh 
district in southwest Kabul, 
responded by launching 
dozens of rockets, most of 
which landed in Kabul's civi- 
lian districts, witnesses said. 

Taliban is holding Shi’iic 
I Ie 2 b-c*Wahdai party leader 


Abdul AJi Mazari captive at 
Charasyab, a witness said on 
Sunday. 

A Western journalist said 
he had photographed Mr. 
Mazari, bound hand and 
foot, at Charasyab on Satur- 
day. No other details of Mr. 
Mazari’s capture were im- 
mediately available. 

Taliban fighters moved 
into positions held by Hezb- 
e-Wahdat v in Karte Seh on 
Wednesday after the Shi'ite 
militia came under attack 
from forces loyal to President 
Rabbani. Mr. Rabbani’s 
forces captured Hezb-e- 
Wahdat’s former bastion in 
the Karte Seh on Saturday. 

The fall of Karte Seh, com- 
pleted overnight with the 
capture of a former Soviet 
Scud missile base nearby, 
consolidated Mr. Rabbani's 
grip on the capital. 

it also handed the Taliban 
their fust defeat, puncturing 
an aura of invincibility ac- 
quired by the new force as it 
swept through southeastern 
Afghanistan in the past few 
months. 

“Now we control the entire 
area and we are only mop- 
ping up," Defence Ministry 
spokesman Abdullah told re- 
porters after the spectacular 
success of pro-Rabbani forces 
commanded by Mujahideen 

S illa leader Ahmad Shah 
ud. 

Despite the boom of artil- 
lery Kabul was relatively 

3 uiet after Saturday's battle, 
le heaviest in six months. 
There was no exact esti- 
mate of casualties. But the 
Red Cross hospital in Karte 
Seh said 74 of more titan 721 
casualties arriving there on 
Saturday had died. It said it 
had received 563 patients in 
the previous week of whom 
27 had died. 

A U.N. official expressed 
concern at the latest fighting, 
saying it made peace efforts 
more difficult. 

“We call on ail sides to 
stop the bloodshed and allow 
the peace process to move 
forward," Charles Santos, 
advisor to U.N. special envoy 
Mahmoud Mestiri, told Reu- 
ters in Kabul. 



!:fh' 

.ill 


. $ ; * ♦ 

•I 

I j . 






SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL: His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Sunday addresses a Socialist International 
meeting in Amman attended by Israeli Foreign Minister 


Shimon Peres (right), Jordanian Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other officials (see page one) (Petra 
photo) 


Newspapers say government move 
not enough to defray newsprint cost hike 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Newspaper 
establishments said Sunday a 
government move to exempt 
half of their newsprint im- 
ports from customs duties 
was not enough to compen- 
sate for the rise in interna- 
tional prices and called for 
total exemption of newsprint 
from all customs duties and 
other charges. 

The government, mean- 
while, appeared to be having 
second thoughts on a stipula- 
tion that a general sales tax of 
seven per cent would be ap- 
plicable on newsprint as 
announced in a cabinet deci- 
sion late Saturday. 

Finance Minister Base] Jar- 
daneh indicated that the gov- 
ernment might continue to 
exempt newsprint from sales 
tax, which is levied at the 
point of entry to the King- 
dom. 

“The issue needs closer 
study,” the minister told the 
Jordan Times, implying that 
there might have been an 
oversight in the decision. 

The general sales tax law, 
adopted in 1994, dearly .ex- 
empts newsprint from the 
levy. As such, it was expected 
that the exemption would 


continue after the govern- 
ment reviews the issue. 

But, as far as newspapers' 
demand for total exemption 
from customs duties and 
other charges as concerned, 
said Mr. Jardaneh, “we are 
giving them 50 per cent tax 
holiday on customs duties on 
newsprint. And that is that.” 

The cabinet decision to ex- 
tend partial exemption from 
the 25 per cent customs 
duties to newsprint came af- 
ter the newspaper establish- 
ments announced that they 
were planning to increase 
advertising charges by 25 per 
cent and hike the cost of 
dailies — three Arabic lan- 
guage newspapers and the 
Jordan Times — by 50 fils to 
200 fils with effect from April 
1. 

The offer of exemption was 
coupled with a government 
condition that there will not 
be any raise in newspaper 
prices and the proposed in- 
crease in advertisement 
charges will not be applicable 
to government advertise- 
ments. 

“This is simply not 
enough,” said Mohammad 
A1 Amad, director-general of 
the Jordan Press Foundation 
Company Limited, which 
publishes Al Ra'i and the 


Jordan Times. 

“A simple calculation indi- 
cates that we face an addi- 
tional burden of $3.5 million 
per year as a result of the 120 
per cent increase in newsprint 
prices,” said Mr. Amad, not- 
ing that prices had risen from 
$450 a tonne in May 1994 to 
about $1,100 in January. 

Exempting half of the Jor- 
dan Press Foundation's 
annual 7,000 tonnes of im- 
ports of newsprint from cus- 
toms duties would mean a 
reduction of about $875,000 
of the amount that the com- 
pany pays to the government 
every year. 

“That is not compatible 
with the rise in the newsprint 
prices,” noted Mr. Amad. 
“Even if the government 
gives us full exemption from 
all customs duties and other 
charges, we will still be 
shouldering the dramatic in- 
crease in newsprint cost.” 

In addition, he said in a 
reference to the imposition of 
sales tax on newsprint, “the 
government is giving by one 
hand and taking it away by 
the other." 

Mr. Amad was speaking 
before he was informed of 
Finance Minister Jardaneh’s 
view that the issue of sales tax 
needed further study. 


Mr. Amad, whose Al Ra’i 
is the largest-circulation Ara- 
bic language daily in Jordan, 
said be was seeking a meeting 
with Mr. Jardaneh “to pre- 
sent him with the actual situa- 
tion as far as newspapers in 
Jordan are concerned.” 
Mustafa Abu Ubdeh, chief 
editor of Al Aswaq daily, 
said that “things were fun- 
damentally wrong” in the 
government approach to 
newspapers in Jordan. 

“We, the press in Jordan, 
are performing our role as 
the fourth estate by being in 
the right places in the right 
times with the right quantities 
with the right message,” said 
Mr. Abu Ubdeh. “In the 
process we are suffering los- 
ses while we get tittle support 
from the government.” 

Mr. Abu Libdeh cited the 
case of many Third World 
countries where governments 
actually support the press 
through exemptions from 
charges for infrastructure 
such as power, water and 
telecommunications in a bid 
to help the newspapers to 
enlighten the masses. In 
some countries, governments 
subsidise newsprint. 

“Here in Jordan they gjve 

(Continued on page 7) 


Muslims 

fight 

Israel’s 
plans in 
Jerusalem 

CAIRO (AP) — Arab and 
Muslim officials urged their 
countries Sunday to confront 
Israel’s steps to keep control 
of East Jerusalem and 
warned that Israel’s "annexa- 
tion” of the Holy City would 
spark more Middle East 
wars. 

Speakers at a symposium 
titled “Jerusalem, A City of 
Peace,” sponsored by the 
Arab League and the Orga- 
nisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC), also urged 
foreign countries not to move 
their embassies in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

Esmat Abdul Meguid, the 
Arab League's secretary- 
general, complained of 
Israel's deliberate plans to 
“impose a de facto situation” 
by annexing Arab land in the 
city and building more Jewish 
settlements. He said this 
could never lead to peace. 

“We stress the importance 
of a comprehensive and last- 
ing solution by returning East 
Jerusalem to Arab sovereign- 
ty," he said in an opening 
speech. 

Delegates taking part in 
the discussions — officials 
and church leaders from 
some 30 countries — are ex- 1 
pected to recommend to their 
governments ways of ending 
Israel’s occupation of Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The two groups sponsoring 
the two-day symposium want 
to highlight Jerusalem's Arab 
history and counter Israel’s 
planned celebration next year i 
of what it calls Jerusalem's 
3,000 years as a Jewish capit- ! 
al. 

Pope Shenuda HI, head of ' 
Egypt's Coptic Christian 
Church, noted that tbe Israeli, 
view ignored some 13 centur- 
ies of Islamic control. 

“The continuation of the 
Israeli violations in the Arab 
territories and the Judaisa- 
tion of Jerusalem is a pro- 
vocative act which could- 
break down the peace pro- 
cess,” Morocco’s King Has- 
san II said in a message sent 
to the symposium. 

King Hassan is head of the 
OICs Jerusalem Committee. 

The Palestinian foreign 
affairs spokesman, Farouk. 
Kaddoumi, called Jerusalem 
“the umbilical cord of the 
world” said it was an interna- 
tional issue that could not be 
decided by one country 
alone. 


Blasts kill one in Algeria; women kidnapped, tortured 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A string 
of new bomb attacks in the 
Algiers region has killed at 
least one person and wound- 
ed three, while presumed 
Islamic extremists have kid- 
napped several women, tor- 
turing at least two. Algerian 
newspapers said Sunday. 

A bomb in the Islamic fun- 
damentalist stronghold of 
Larbaa, 35 kilometres south- 
east of the capital, wounded 
three people Friday night, 
the daily Al Watan said. 

At Rehgaia, 30 kilometes 
east of Algiers, a man was 
burned alive when a bomb 
exploded, setting fire to his 
home, the paper said. 

Two other bombs exploded 
at the Regata School in 
Reghaia, and in the southern 
Algiers suburb of ’Ain Naad- 
ja, but left no casualties, the 
paper said. 

Unconfirmed reports 


meanwhile spoke of two 
other bomb attacks, target-' 
ting a town hall and a bridge 
in the Algiers region Satur- 
day night. 

The violence came less 
than 24 hours after a bomb 
wounded 63 people at a 
police housing complex in an 
Algiers suburb. 

By Sunday the bombing 
had still not been claimed, 
however it occurred the same 
day as the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) threatened to 
target women close to the 
security forces unless the gov- 
ernment released jailed 
“women believers.” 

On Saturday the Tribune 
newspaper, generally well- 
informed on militant groups, 
attributed the attack to the 
most fanatic of the factions 
grouped under the GIA. 

The group is headed by 
32-year-old Lounes Bahlouli, 


known as Ayoub, who was 
sentenced to death in absen- 
tia for bombing Algiers air- 
port in August 1992, killing 
nine people and leaving 126 
wounded. 

Meanwhile suspected Isla- 
mic extremists kidnapped 
several women on Wednes- 
day, International Women's 
Day, in the mountainous Jijel 
region of eastern Algeria, ab- 
out 250 kilometres east of 
Algiers, a renowned hotbed 
of Islamic guerrilla resist- 
ance, Le Matin newspaper 
said Sunday. ' 

A 24-year-old woman 
seized by four armed men in 
Al Aoana was still missing 
Sunday, while in Texana, two 
schoolgirls aged 17 and 18 
respectively were kidnapped 
by another armed group who 
tortured them and demanded 
they give up their studies. 

In Tarkecht. villagers man- 


aged to stop armed men from 
kidnapping a young girl, but 
one villager was killed and 
another wounded by the 
group. 

Police called to the village 
killed all die would-be kid- 
nappers. the paper added. 

On March 8, the group 
Algerian Rally for Democra- 
tic Women marked women’s 
day by holding a mock trial in 
Alders of leaders of the ban- 
ned Islamic Salvation Front, 
for crimes against humanity. 

Feminists who have conde- 
mned the fundamentalists for 
killing, raping and torturing 
women have Been accused by 
the Islamists in turn of sup- 
porting the junta. 

Le Matin also reported 
that villagers near Tizgm and 
Azzefoun, on the Kabylie 
coast, killed two armed Isla- 
mic extremists on Friday. 

Armed extremists often 


attack villages to steal hunt- 
ing rifles, which most families 
in Kabylie have. They also 
attack villages for food. 

* U.S. stops issuing visas 

The U.S. consulate in 
Algiers said Sunday it has 
stopped distributing “non- 
immigrtant” visas to Alge- 
rians, reducing the opportu- 
nities for a growing number 
of citizens wanting to flee the 
country. 

The move brings the con- 
sulate in line with several 
other Western missions who 
have also scaled back their 
activities in view of die con- 
tinuing violence in Algeria. 

The measure, which took 
effect from Saturday, in- 
creased the sense of isolation 
felt by many Algerians look- 
ing for an escape route from a 
bloody conflict. 


Amman workshop targets blood users 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A five-day 
workshop entitled "Ikiter- 
Country Workshop on Trans- 
fusion Medicine and the 
Appropriate Use of Blood. 
Blood components and 
Blood Drivels” opened Sun- 
day at the Philadelphia 
Hotel. 

Hani Oueis, Secretary 
General of the Ministry of 
Health who spoke on behalf 
of the Minister of Health 
Aref Batayneh, said that the 
workshop was dealing with a 
very .important issue. 

"The blood transfusion 
issue is important to human 
lives because transfusion of 
blood requires responsibility 
from institutions and people 
who work in the field.” said 
Dr. Oueis. adding that the 
demand for blood transfusion 
increased with the advance- 
ment of technology. 

Dr. Oueis told the repre- 
sentatives of 14 countries 
attending the workshop that 
the first blood institution was 
formally opened in Jordan in 
1975. and since then “we 


have 28 national blood 
banks.” 

Mohammad Najeh, region- 
al advisor of health labora- 
tory services and transfusion 
medicine at the Eastern 
Mediterranean office of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO), delivered a speech 
on behalf of Hussein Jaza'iri. 
the regional director of the 
WHO. He said that no real 
development in transfusion 
medicine can be expected 
without the active participa- 
tion of both providers and 
users, and this "workshop 
addresses the users.” 

“This workshop is the 
bridge of both users and pro- 
viders and all countries will 
present its case and discuss 
their experiences through 
working groups.” he said. 

Dr. Najeh said inappropri- 
ate use of blood was wide- 
spread in several countries. 

"Many patients have re- 
ceived blood when they did 
not need it. Quite often 
blood and blood products are 
transfused where alternative 
therapy is indicated." Dr. 
Najeh said. 

Dr. Najeh pointed that in 


countries of the Middle East, 
most of the blood is trans- 
fused without separation into 
components, while in most 
developed countries more 
than 50 per cent of the blood 
collected is transfused as 
components. 

He also said that most 
countries in the region import 
blood products, as they lack 
facilities for plasma frac- 
tionating. 

“The concept of blood 
component therapy provides, 
tbe optimal method of trans- 
fusing patients with a specific 
blood component, and one 
donated unit can benefit 
several patients," he ex- 
plained. 

Dr. Najeh called on parti- 
cipants to take the necessary 
measures to ensure tbe 
appropriate use of blood, 
blood components and blood 
products. 

“There are great hopes 
that the outcome of the work- 
shop will lead to the applica- 
tion of necessary measures to 
ensure the rational and 
appropriate use of blood, 
blood components and blood 
products in vour countries.” 


Dr. Najeh told the partici- 
pants. 

Janet Merza, director of 
the National Blood Bank of 
Jordan, who is also the tem- 
porary advisor to the WHO, 
said the workshop was one in 
a series the WHO is that 
conducting in Jordan and 
many other workshops have 
been coordinating in Jordan 
since 1989. 

According to Dr. Merza, 
all previous workshops were 
designated for blood bankers 
but this one is for users. 

"The workshop will hope- 
folly improve the quality ser- 
vice for patients and for com- 
ponent therapy and we could 
benefit from blood frac- 
tionating,” Dr. Merza told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to Dr. Merza, 
the blood could be divided 
into four parts — packet 
cells, plasma, crypreciapate 
and platelets, and those could 
be given to four or more 
patients. 

She said that in Jordan 65 
per cent of the blood col- 
lected is divided into compo- 
nents. She said the work- 
shop will tackle other issues 


including plasma subtitute IV 
fluids which can be used in- 
ftead of the blood in case of 
emergencies. 

At the end of the work- 
shop. she said, guidelines for 
the appropriate use of blood 
and blood producers and 
fractions will be adopted and 
implemented in all countries 
in the region for blood users. 

The overall objective of 
tbe conference is to review 
the current trends in transfu- 
sion medicine and establish a 
criteria for effective and 
transfusion practices. 

Moreover, the objectives 
include establishing a current 
pattern of blood usage in the 
region, identifying the essen- 
tial blood products in use and 
defining alternatives and 
proper guidelines for use of 
various products. 

The workshop, organised 
by the Ministry of Health and 
the WHO, is attended by 
representatives of Jordan, 
Egypt. Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, 
Afghanistan, Bahrain 
Djibouti, Marrakesh, Pakis- 
tan. Sudan, the United Arab 
Emirates and the Palestinian 
National Authority. 
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Anonymous dono;;^; 
seeks to save 
leukaemia girl 


LONDON (AFP) — A V* 
anonymous donor has agr^ 
to finance last-dunce tre* / 
ment for a ten-year-oir i 

leukaemia victim who weu(^ 1 
refused further treatment 
cash-strapped health autfcoi 
ides, the victim's father <9 
lawyer said Saturday. M f 
lawyer, Michael Sinclair, sa* I 
tbe father bad acceptdVI 
£75,000 ($120,000) toQ 

tbe treatment. An earlier re 
port said a Sunday tabfau 
newspaper, the News oftMft 
World, nad offered to pay foM I 
the treatment in full. 
case of “Little B”, the sob. 
ject of two contradictor, \ 
court rulings Friday, hjSt.f 
mobilised tabloid newspaper 
and a major businessman bid J, 
to fund last-chance treat-im 
ment, which Cambridge^ 
Health Authority deemed 
too expensive whea^i 
weighed with the gill’s poor 


ers had also proposed to meer * 
the costs of the treatment, „»■: 
which indudes chemotherapy' 
and a second-bone-marrow ^ 

S lant. Mohammad At,.-,- . • 

, the owner of 
London’s most exdag g- ; ; 
sive department store, 1-v 
offered to help. Tire ~ 
last-minute treatment is 
to start Monday at specialist r . '.- ■? 
Dr. Peter Gravetfs private-^ r - 
London clinic. “She may only';- 
have a ten per cent chance erf . 
survival but while the chance- 7 ^' 
is there we should take it and '.. . 
treat her,” the doctor told - : 'g. - 

reporters. Dr. Graven 7 

contacted by the giri’s father g'7g .' 
after the cash-strapped Cam-- 2 - ““.l. . 
bridge Health Authority's de- . 

rision to no longer treat the - :: /" 
girl because it rated her J. 
chances of survival as poor j--'- ” 
and said tbe money coda be r- 
better spent on other pa- - 
dents. “ 


Ccur.cit 

Germans donate „.* n ^j or , s 

33 paintings • 

to Russia £ /; 

SAINT PETERSBURG 

Russia (AFP) — German cof r - - 
(ectors Irene and Peter LudV-- • 
wig have donated 33 master- V . . , . . 
pieces of modem art to the K , 

Russian Museum here, io-lg '"J. 
chiding canvasses by Andy l 
Warhol and Roy Lichteu- [ ' : __ 

stein, the couple said Satnr- 
day. Peter Ludwig, opening 
an exhibition of Picasso .7 
paintings loaned by the Lad- 
wig Museum in Cologne, said g; 
the gifts, shown alongsidetbe 
Pibassos, were “a sign of 
good will on behalf of Go\ ' 
mans.” Russia and Germany . 
are embroiled in a dispute g " 
over works of art which the g' r ' •: 

Red Army looted from Get- ■■■ : - - 
many at tbe end of World C: ; ' 

Wa* n. Their existence was : 

kept a closely guarded secret is* :: 
until the end of Soviet rule fa v 
1991. Sixty-three of the- :..,V 

works are currently on shtre f^ ' 
at Moscow’s Pushkin j 
Museum and another 74, 
mainly French Impressionist ^ 3ld cl 
paintings, are dne to open at pSlBSts 
the Hermitage Museum here , v 
on March 30. The approx- ^ 

innately 170 Ludwig Picassa ’ 

which went on show here c [ 

Saturday mark the first time 
in more than 40 years that '-s 
Saint Petersburg — fonnerij V,’" 

Leningrad — has hosted a .-“v* - 

show exclusively dedicated to ; ' / j ~ 

Picasso. The Russian ^.-i- 
Museum is Russia’s second - 

largest museum in terms of iti • > 

contents, but is little known ‘ - 

abroad due to being oversha- - " r 

dowed by the prestigious i- ‘ 

nearby Hermitage, which h 
the largest. 

Vandals scratch ^ ^ . 

4 Dutch masters § '4? • / c: 
In Hermitage 

ST. PETERSBURG, Russia . 

(AP) — Four paintings skw 

Dutch masters in the Hefmfr . 1 

age Museum were scratched 

by unidentified vandals, hot T-- s 

tire damage only affected the 

varnish, a museum official ~ 

said Friday. Laris* *‘“ ? 

Korabelnikova, spokes* 

woman for the St. Petersburg , •’.? 

Museum, said tbe painting* 

were vandalised last we& V‘ f " 

and have already been » " 

paired and returned to tfe * ^ H.rj 

exhibit hall. “Fortunately, * , 

wac nnlu tVio utmek tfmt W8S V"*:* “ - ^ 


maiaed intact.** Ms* 
Korabelnikova said the 
museum is p lanning to P 1 ®’ >!; 

tect all its p ainting s? in the I '' 5 - r -ni 
future with a spedtd “‘J’TOlr. 
reflective glass. 1 he Berea*' W a frjy- 
agf win also post acKfitio^,^ SS 
guards in the lulls of ft, 
art, which hold some of jaj v™ ^ 
museum's most pepabn 



museum’s most P°P^ Sir-'siv 
paintings. St. Petersburg 
police are investigating " V s * 
crime. ' ' 

■ VL& 




